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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T HE Edivor hind 3 a Back; intitled 'A Curan 5 
DisrLAv of the Trinity from Diving REVELA- 
TION, &-. zh, be thinks i 1s well calculated to inflrudt the 
ampartial reader in what the Scriptures ſay concerning GOD ; 
ard as he has a firong de Ar tre that the valuable truths contained 
in that Book ſhould be more generally known ; he begs that 
| 5 uch Bookſellers as ſell this Treatiſe, would alſo keep ſeme copies 
"= De» 2 that Book, and whoever chuſes 10 purchaſe it, {to encourage | 
F [Op Ihe propagation of truth) ſhall have the Treatiſe Alitched along 
4 Tn. with it G RATIS,—The Treatiſe will ſuit the Bool not only as , < 
* „„ being the ame ſize in page, but as it was written with 8 
jp | fame apparent deſign, vis. To exhibit and make more fully MEE JEW 
| known the Glorious Seripture Character of our L. OD Cy, 
JESUS CHRIST; and put a flop to the lamentable : - 
growth of Arianiſm, which is making Juch rapid progreſs in 
Britain at preſent, This treatiſe may therefore be called a ; 
SUPPLEMENT to the CLEAR DioPlay oF THE 1 K 
NI TY, Er. e 2. 
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Cs. 5 10 THE 8 N ee 
5 SCRIPTURE | CHA RACTER ; 41 
5 or 5 15 1 
JESUS. CHRIST; * P11 

OR, . V 

THE DOCTRINE or TAE ) 


Ancient Exiſtence 0 His Glorious So L. e 
. in union with Hrs Derry, ered f — 
Olearlx proved and Jemonfirated foot Revelation; and the . | | 
4 | Fiuanifold Advantages and good Conſequences which at- 


tend the Knowledge and Belief of this Doctrine pointed 
out; With an Anſwer to all ObjeQions. 5 


10 alen is ADDED, 
An + 


A: b Pp E N 8 15 x. 


\conTAinING 


l * 


Some Remarks on is Sheds of Dodtrine 1 oublifhed b A the ; 
Rev, Mr, K. E——t, A. B. wherein he endeavours to prove, That 
the DEITY: attributed to JESUS CHRIST in Scripture is Not 
His own DEIT V, but the Deity of the FATHER zifted ils . 
to Him, or dwelling in Hin Or, That the FATHER It 1% % 8 OY 
: LUTEKLY GoD in "rs own en, and that EXCLUSIVE 1 IT, 
of all other, Rc | 


f Sear h the a WERE y are the y which teſtify of M EE —_ i bs ; 


Cnrtisr the ſar — and fo day, and for ever. Foſis vi. 35 W 
3 a | ES i 
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INTRODUCTION. 


r is a bruch which no Chriſtian- calls in | queſtion, T hat apt 2s 5 J 

our Lord 1 CuRIsT 3 is the Author, the Found 1 

| Won, and the Glory of our Religion. Let many diſputes © | 
have ariſen about whs, or what he is; and the Scriptures 

© which only can determine theſe things, have not been at- 
tended to with ſuch fraplicity, accuracy, and credit as 

they juſtly claim in matters of ſo vaſt importance, as the 
true character of our Loxp Tees Canier is, in the | 
N e . 


Rr 
N 
— 


It is very 1 0 that the:  Seriptures repreſeat Kim as 2 Fa 

| complex per fon, wherein GOD and Mar are united, ſo as 

to make one com plex agent, one common principle of ac- 5 
tion and paſſion, ſo far as it is poſhble tor the two dint 1 
natures of GOD and Man to o be i. ; 


WM * Thus! he is tied GoD * PE . 6 o a : 
NG the Aeſb f. GOD dwelling. in our mortal nature. 
1 Phe Man CuRIsT JESUS, in whom dwelleth all the fullneſs 8 
3 of the God head bodily I. A man of the feed of Da id after 

the fleſh,—who is GOD over all Bleſſed for evermare ||. 
A Man whoſe fleſh Thomas ſaw and felt, and yet called 
him—44 LORD and my GOD F. He is called 
Child Feſus, and yet the mighty GOD ** 600 1 PS e 
ſaid to redeem the Church with his blood 1 , and to 9 Fil 5 1 


. ou 


* Meat. i i. 243. | : + 4 Tim. m. TY, | 

j r Tim. is. 5. Col. u. 9. I Rom. . 5» 

- John xx. 277 ad. | *® [ſa, ix. 6 
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7 I Peter bo Is: F 2 Peter i no 18. 


bis life fer jus ft. From this intimate union Carts 
himſelf favs, I am in the Je and the . in mT 
: and my father are one el US | : 


1 the Sniper W Jus, sus Enns T in ſuch I 5 


ſacred light, whoſe perſon and offices have ſo large a a ſhare 
io our holy religion, we cannot poſſibly be too weil ac- 


quai: nted with his various glories. As it 18 che ſtudy and 
joy of Angels to pry into theſe wonders *, it is certainly 
the indifpuiable duty of every Chriſtian t grow in the 


7 ls off CarrsT is LoKD, | his GOD. and his 
Saviour . = | 


'T he various glories of our Lorn and SAvIiOuR. are the 


kabjec of our warmeſt zeal, ſtrickeſt attention, and moſt 
2 diligent inquiry, of our holy meditation, and our ſacred 
joy. In his perſon, character and offices, there are won- 
ders in ſtore to raiſe our higheſt holy curioſity, and enter- 
ain the delightful inquiries of our fouls in time and eter- 
nity. Many of theſe wonders are diſplay'd! in the goſpel i in 
the moſt open and illuſtrious light others are yet unre- 
vealed—reſerved till we ſhall ſee him face to face: ſome 
are revealed but with leſs glaring evidence, and like hidden 
treaſares, are coutained in the mines of revelation, to 


awaken our diligence in the purſuit of divine knowledge — 


and every ſpark of new diſcovered glory muſt richly re-. 


nen our longeſt labour in ſuch laudable 3 e 


A; G 0 D 18 pleaſed at any time, to > walks a ray of fred 


light ſhine upon the diligent and humble inquiries of any 
chriſtian into the dark and difficult paſſages. of his word, 
by which the glories of CHRIS may be made more con- 
ſpicuous, and the Scriptures better underſtood, and if the 
freth ideas can be put in 4 8 language, the communica- 


Will John: X. 38, 30. it 1 John iti, 16. 


ting 


1 * ry = rg bathe „ „2 2 re HY 
N a ry of 4 . = — * =y 1 
7. g ; 


5 


ting of them for the ue of other chriſtians, muſt be an 8 
 inditpentible duty, and a real ſervice done to che g goſpel of ; 
15 Curt: 'T; 


It muſt be owned, that ther: is et only difficulty, but 
danger in the. exerciſe of this duty, in iN communicating: 
oa ſentiments, | which, though they are derived from Serip- : 


tare, yet appear to he UNCOMMON, | and have bat been 


much noticed by authors. Thoſe of the leur nei who are 

rooted inc ©! Id opinions, eſtabliſned in particula forms, and 
ſelf⸗ ſatisſied in what they already believe, are prejudiced = 
| _ againſt any further light. It rather awaken s their learned 


anger to fix the brand of hers/y upon the inſtrument G Q D 


i5 pleaſed to make uſe of, —overwhelm the hints of any 
brighter diſcovery with clamorous and hard names, and 
drown them in noiſe and darkneſs, Among the unleaf ed, 


ſuch as are wedded to what they were taught in their 


younger years, and have not been accuſtomed to the 
exerciſe of free enquiry, will be equally prejudiced with 
the learned. Hard names and reproaches are weapons ever 
at hand, and common. to the wiſe and unte, the Gr 20h, 


and bar bar! an, the viger chr riftion and the 888 : 


3 - Aud dete let Re requeſt; that ny N 3 be: 
ſtartled at what they find new or ſtrange to them at firſt. 
appearance; not condemn ſuch things as hereſy, becauſe 


they differ from what they have formerly received. — I hat 
they would ſuffer themſelves to believe, that we have not 


pet attained to a particular knowledge of all things that 
may be learned concerning our Los JEsus CHRIST. 
His glories are ſo many, ſo various, and ſo ſublime, that 
little of them is yet known in compariſon of what he poſ- 
ſeſſes.— but a fincere love to his honour will lead with plea- 
fare and expectation to meet diſcoveries of this Kind, 
which are drawn from the word of G0 D.— That we are 
fallible creatures; and it is Poſſihle for v us to miſtake LO. | 
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points which we were taught before we were capable to 


ſearch the word of GOD tor ourſelves.—That the beſt of | 
our teachers know but in part, and could only provhe/y or 
inſtru others in part.—And though they have taught the 


truth, Ty! not all the truth! in divine revelation. 


be That they would ſearch their: Bibles with inne, and : 
| raniculacly the paſſages cited, and like honeſt. readers, : 
mind only the ſenſe as it Jies in the text, without any con- 
cern whether it be new or old, the opinion of this or that 


man or party, but rather whether it be truth. The ſimpleſt 


_ Inquirer will hereby find the truth more eaſily than. the 
. great ſcholar, full of his ſcholaſtic notions, which he 
brings to determine the meaning of ſcripture ; not ſo much 
according to the plain and obvious ſenſe of it in conexion 
with the context, as in correſpondence with his own 
opinion and learned ſchemes. And when the truth is 
found, that they would {ſuffer themſelves to vield to it, 
convinced that the Joſs of old opinions, by the evidence 
of truth, is a victory over error, and an honourable 4d 


vancement in the e of d divine things. | 


5 That N Do ther” confides the evidence of Serips : 
F ture in favour of what is ſaid, than labour to invent objec 
f Fa as if they knew it were falſe before they read 
A previous averſion to the doctrine contained in any 
7 book, and a reſolution to object againſt it, will effectually 
| hinder the mind from attending to the force of reaſoning, 
and prevent it from receiving che ien on which the a 


8 dodtrine 3 1s unde. 


- well conſidered in all our enquiries after truth: yet when 
2 doctrine has many and ſtrong arguments from Scripture | 
and reaſon in its favour, one difficulty or two which ſeem 


Al Ja ehieftions ſhould have chair due weight, and be 


: Bad at preſent to be ſolved, Thould not t forbid the aſſent. 


Except N 
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TY 


Pxcept Er and ſelf-evident Finch, PE their ide 
diate conſequences, there are no notions ſo plain but what _ 

may be obſcured and called in queſtion. Becauſe we un- 

derſtand not what is difficult, muſt we for that reaſon 


deny that which is clear and pain If we believe no pro- 


poſition till we can perfectly maſter all objections againſt 


it, I doubt we wi il be ſceprics all our lives, in both reli- 


gion and philofophy, and with all our e to learning ; 


Anh our oy like fools. 


Again F N coquiſt the readers not be too raſh in 
concluding that any chriſtian doctrine is loſt, any article 
ot faith endangered by the belief of what is here contended _ 
for; or that the p-. oper deity of our LORD Jesus Cnr 18 : 
18 in the leaſt denied or neglected, becauſe a few texts are 
otherwiſe interpreted and applied than thev have been uſed _ 
to explain them. Zealous writers have muſtered all che 
| texts they could find in the Bible, which could by art or 
force be made to ſupport the doctrine; but among the 
many which are ſo applied, ſome are not ſo fit and appo- 
ſite to the purpoſe, as not having that ſenſe which has 
been impoſed upon them, or at leaſt, do not carry that 
| force of argument which has been generally beliered.— 
Now the doctrine itſelf may remain immoveable upon the . 
foundation which divine revelation has clearly fixed it, 
though thoſe texts, which at beſt, make but weak argu- 
ments, are taken from this doctrine and applied to another 
for which they are plainly and evidently ſuited. There is 


more honour done to the cauſe of Chriſtianity by building 


all the articles of it upon ſuch Scriptures only as are firm 
and unſhaken to ſapport them, than by multiplying fee- 


ble ſhews or ſhadows of defence. We expoſe ourſelves 
and our faith to the inſult of our adverſaries, by perſiſting in 
a miſtaken application of Scripture, and every colour of 
argument, though in defence of a moſt important truth. 


Though truth is infinitely preferable to error, vet men 


may 
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may uſe inſufficient arguments for one as well as the other, 


We ought to embrace all the advantages of light rather 
bw than continue in a wrong application of Scriptures to ſup- 
port any point of faith, in oppoſition. to ir moit open 

and. evident meaning.“ 


While the carly glories of. our bleſſed $0 $a ns”; 85 


pointed out. by the rays of light ſcattered tarough revela- 
. beg the rea der may not be too ſevere in his cen- 
fures of any miſtaken ſtep; and if any expreſſion in his 
opinion 1 not ſtand (quare with what he thinks truth, 
he would candidly interpret it in conſiſtence with the gene- 
ral ſcope of the argument. One may miſtal de ſome parti- 


culars in tracing. the footſteps of our Lok through the 


long paſt ages of his pre-exiſtent ſtate, (be they ever ſo 
certain) which commenc'd before theſe heavens were 


formed, or time was incaſured by the ſun and the moon. 


wo hope the divine RED EIER will forgive the faults in in 
this ſincere attempt to promote his honour,—and the reader 
will find ſo much improvement, and feel ſuch influence of 
truth, as to prompt his parity and candour towards his 


fellow creature. s 


Whether: the 1990 8 that 1 ſhall wake of * follow ing 


| theme be valid or invalid, the reader muſt determine when 
he has conſidered them. Iam ſatified that they be eſteemed 


> juſt as they are. If my ſentiments are rejected it will be 
no matter ot provocation to me. If they are thought Wor- 


r En 


e. eee eee 
ö N 


thy of acceptance by pious and ingenious men, perhaps, 1 
may be pleaſed, But if they advance the honour and love 
of GOD my SAaviou?, and make heaven the more ac- 


ceptable to chriſtians becauſe ne is their, 1 am ſure I ſhall 


grcatly rejoice, and bleſs GOD who enables ſo weak an 
inſtrument to do any thing tor his ory. and praiſe 1 in the 
earth. 


for 
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argument to citinct heads, 


'7 he doctrine Hated, and | bs ferigentes confidered which 


paint exp ef, « or frongh 117 i. 
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| 1 an APPE NDIX 7 T ſal 1 10 clea 4 the Proven Bn 
5 Drirv of the LoRD tt CrurrsT from: that cloud of _ 
t has Iaboured ſo much to involve 


dar g,. £ in which Mr E 


it;—in a few conſider ations. particularly ſuited to his new me- 


-thed of attack upon the Divin nity of CHRIST, which, cont 1 5 
Ing a great deu of truth, with many plaufable mfonuations, 


being KY Aly written with a chr. han lite temper, and eſpect- 
+. as d.fclaiming all relation or contxion with Arianiſm, 15 


better calculated Io catch the aſſent of the unzuarded reader, 


and under mine the truth of CHRisT's {rue Seri ipture Character, 


a than my thing that eve: ” i add with a de 4 gt 7 pervert it. 


F or ihe reade rs kale and greater correctneſs in peruſing 1 
che following pages, I ſhall divide the di ferent kigds ok 


The hep comfequienees and various s advantages whi * a. 
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” 7 be devine Rath PR, the jor heuer ”5 £00 15 dered which plainly 


” expreſs 97 Ae ongly imply 5 it. 


5 By a careful fd; into the Pivins Word of GOD, we 
will find it revealed with, perhaps, unexpected evidence, 
that the GLORIOUS Human Soul oF ove LoRD JESvs 


CHRIST HAD AN ExISTENCE, AND WAS UNITED TO 


THE Divine NATURE, LONG BEFORE IT CAME TO 
DWELL IN FLE5H AND BLOOD ;— That by this glorious. 
perlony 


HE holy ſoul of the chriſtian views with peculiar 
3 pleaſure the extenſive powers veſted in Jesvs bis 5 
5 Been Ie delights in the contemplation. of that 
ſacred doctrine which CHRIST taught his diſciples con- 
cerning his authority | over all things, and his intereſt in 
the church, to which he was related by the moſt ancient, 
facred, and indiſſolvable engagements. When he ſays, 
All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth, 
what an extenſive view of future conſolation opens to the 
gracious mind, which ſtrengthens his faith, encreaſes his 
love, raiſes his joy, and perfects his hopes? It muſt be 
_ pleaſant as well as aftoniſhing to contemplate how far the 
glorified ſoul of our exalted Loxp in union to, and under 
che conduct of the Divine Nature may be concerned i in the 
government of the world, the management of Providence, IT 
aud the general judgment at laſt. This conſideration yields 
confort, and invites our faith to look forward to the bleſſed 
day of the reſurrection, and is pregnant with holy pleaſure ana 
expectation. And if we ſtudy the ſcriptures with care and 
: impartiality, and look backward to the beginning of things, 
we may ſee early glories attending his ſacred perſon which 
8 we never oy thought of before. 
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(a 1] 
perſon, nova managed all tlie affairs of his ancient 
church as his own tapreme miniſter, and as the Great 
Mediator and King of his prople—and that at a certain 
appointed period of time, 0 100 ſe nt down this bleſſed Soul, 
wWillingly dive :tted of primitive glories, to take fleſh | in the | 4 | 
15 womb of a Virgin, to dwell in the body of an infant, „„%òũ —ꝙdßa 1 
r by degrees 1 FO the perfection Of a man, —in that body a | ons | | ö 
0 ſuffer innumerable indignitics from men and devils, - F1 
ro ſuſtain intenſe agonies from unknown manife ſtatic 08 O0 
the wrath of GOD againſt fn, and at laſt yield his oy 
to death and the grave. Ry finding ſuch doQrine clearly 
contained in revelation, a new luſtre wil it ſpread over our 
former ideas of the glory of Cunts r, even in his human 0 —_— 
nature, and add to our wonder at the amazing condeſcenſion „ 14 
of our Near Logy conſidered as EMANUEL our Sav1: „ no ne 4 
Befides it will make the Book of GOD, which contain; _ 25 
the who! e ſcheme of our ſalvation, more intellig ble to all 
ſuch as delight i in the knowledge of chriſtian doctrine— 
and will render the ſacred volume much more defenſible 
_ againſt thoſe men who either doubt or deny the bleſſed 
doctrines contained therein, concerning Ts £5US | CHALST | 
our LOKD. | 
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know no denomination of profeſſed chriſtians but thoſe | 
called Socinians who deny that CirrisT bad an exiſtence 
. previous to his incarnation. And among theſe who believe 
his pre- -exiſtence, there is this difference in general, that _ 
on one fide it is maintained that nothing of CuRIsT exiſted / 
before he appeared in fleſh but his pare Deity ; created as 
the Arians ſay, wuncreated, as the Orthodox affirm. But 
others believe that Carr's human Sou! exiſted in union | 
with Deity, even before the creation ot the world, — 1 
Among the laſt I acknowledge myſelf to be one, and am | 
full) perſwaded tliat the ſentiment is amply ſupported by 
the plain ſenſe of many texts in revelation, and 1 in not a 


few expreſſed in plain words. a ge” 
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| „„ 75 
1 ſhall not here ſtay to prove chat Cunter had an exiſt- | 
ence before he appeared in fleſh, this would be to engage 
with the Socinians, and carry us too far from the preſent 
purpoſe ; let ſuch as would be ſatisfied on that head conſult. 
the texts cited in the margin“. But ſhall rath zer 5 eg 
immediately to the conſideration of theſe texts in which we 
think the doctrine of the pre-exiſtence of CARIST's human 
b is a eng ae * iuris. 
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The words of Saen higzſdlf . it. his prayer 1 are plainly 
1 8 . 1 10 this purpoſe, —7 have gler tfhed thee on the eat 10: { have 


© ſhifted 


* John 1. 1,3 3 14.—li. 41 — fi. 13. —Viii, 0 * 15. — ili. 30. 31 
Evi. 33, 38, 5t, 62.-———XVi. 28 vii. 5.— Cor. XV. .— 
X. 9.—2 Cor. viii Phil. li. 657. — ——Col. 1. 15. N 1..— 
1 John! iv 2 3 —Rev. in. 14+ | | 


e + Though the terms pre- „ 0 foul, a cr eature Nate 
= 8 uſed in this treatiſe, be not lcerally ſcripture words, yet the 
meaning of them is ſo plain, and conſiſtent with the doctrine of Scrip- 
ture concerning IESUS CHRIST, that it will be only ſuch as want 
to find faults who will ſenſure them. But if the rigid critic will have 
them rejected, becaufe not Ser ipture ter ms—he muſt for the ſams 
_ reaſon reject the terms human nature, rea Yonable ſoul, & c. and what 
will then become of all the ſyſtems concerning the perſonof CHRIST: 
The terms JESUS CHRIST, which certainly imply his human na- 
ture. would have been only uſed, had it not been neceſſary to dif- 
tinguiſh betwixt his divine and human natures which are both ineluded 
in his name Jesus Cn RIS T. Therefore ſuch terms as human Hotel, 
creature nature are uſed to convey the idea of his human nature baty: 
when that nature only is the ſubje& of enquiry. I know the doctriue 
is under reproach, of which the defenders maſt be content to par- 
take, and in deriſion is called the PRE-EXISTENT SCHEME : 
But it is certain, that he who takes ſuch Þberties, is either a Socinian, 
or he knows not what he ſays. Fur none but Socinians deny that 
| Jzsvs CnRIST exiſted before he was born of the virgin; and the 
very names as necefſunily imply the exiſtence of the human na- 
ture as of the divine, otherways we could make no ſenſe or appli- 
cation of the terms IERSUS CHRIST in the economy of man's ſalva- 
tiou. Take ont the conſideration of CRHRIST's Auman nature, 
and conſider pure Deity only, and you deſtroy che whole plan of 
man's redemption from its contrivance to its conſummation, | 


John XVI, 4, 3. 
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fniſhed the work OY thou . me to * Ard nw, Q 
Father, (G1.0: th ME with thine own elf, WITH THY 
GLoRY writ 1 HAD WITH THEE BEFORE THE 
.. WORLD WAS. Here CurisT declares that he parted with = 
a glory which. he had before he came in fleſh, and prays to 
have it reſtot'd. If nothing but his divine nature exiſted 
before, that could not empty or diveſt itſelf ot any Glory: 
Therefore it muſt be his inferior nature, or his human Sou, -- * 
which did t aus exiſt and divert itſelf of its ancient glory for 
a time, Uo do the Work v. ich, G 0 D had given him to do 1 
on earth, 


| Now it could not be the Ting na ature | that parted wh ” 
| this g glory either eſſential, or maniſeſtacive. The firſt is che 85 
very -nhbaps of GOD and can neither be loſt nor leſſened ; : 
it could not be the other, as it did not exiſt before any 
creatures to manifeſt it to. And tho! it ſhould be ſuppoled 5 
- that there might be Kale before the world to whom the 
glory of Deity miglit he maniteited, yet that was not parted = 
with when CHRIS came in fleſh, and therefore could not 
be the glory to be reſtored, becauſe Angels continued to £ 
glorify him, they worſhipped him, J and on various oc 
caſions miniſtered to him as their ſovereigtt, | Therefore it 
muſt follow that the human Nature exiſted, and had a glory 
before the world; for we cannot ape it it would pay for | 
"Þ glory it never had. 5 


| How for pl and unnatural i 18 s the ſenſe which the „ 
ans are obliged to put upon this text, viz, That the hu= 
man nature prays for a glory which it had in the eternal 
counſels and decrees of GOD. But in this ſenſe all tho 
elect had a glory before the world, as well as CHRIST, and 
therefore ſuch an interpretation is void of reaſon and com- 
mon ſenſe. All interpreters of this text who would not 
| ont the pre-exiftence of CHRIST) s human Soul have been 
—.— WE 


n Heb. 1. 6. 


e ee * e Di en.” 


ener ono TT . -_ 


1 14 } 


Suulet to f ad any tolerable ſenſe to it.“ But how eaſy 


And plain is the ſenſe if ſuppoſing the Sput of I 8 s 
Cusn to be the firft born of every creature, and to enjoy 
real glory and dignity in the preſence of G ON before the 
world was, as well as in the following age 3, till he volun- 
. tarely emptied himſelf of it at his incarnation, and having 
done his work, he prays— Father 1 have ff niſhed the 
e work on earth, which thou gaveſt me to do in my hu- 
© miliation here; and now, O Father, take me to thyſelf 
in heaven, where I once Was, and glorify me with the 
© real glory which I had there before the creation: My . 
% days of appointed abaſement are paſt, therefore lat the 
power, and ſplendor which 1 ge ge in dad preſence 
« before the world Ny be reſtored. to me. 


NY Rn foe; 5 With hike Wn 10 g „hie determines 
It to be a real glory he had in GOD's own preſence. Go 
evidently this is the fenſe, that to refuſe it, maſt be owing | 
do prejudices againſt the doctrine contained in the text, or 
at leaſt, an unacquaintedneſs with the proper way of ex- 
plaining it; were it not for one of theſe every reader would ; 
ne and neceſſarily take it 3 in this ſenſe, 


* A very "hs Aide who would.” never want the truth of | 
cen K 18 T's pre- exiſting ſoul, fortified himſelf againit it by every 
mean he could ule in the art of criciciſ T1, of which he was very ca- 
pable. His manuſcript containing critical notes on the texts uſed in 
favour of the doctrine is before me; in which I find a great deal 
of human learning, the great Kholer, and the critic; but no con- 
cluſi ve arguments againſt the reality of the doctrine. When he 
comes to conſider this text, weaknefs and perplexity are viſible in 
tus oppolition to it: nay even contradiction to his own received opini- 
ons in doctrine. It is hard, if not impoſlible to get free of the force 
of evidence in this text, without giving up feveral other received 
truths. Something of this kind being pointed out to this learned 
miniſter, ſeems to be above the power of criticiſm to reconcile, as he 
has not attempted it, nor gone any further with his obſervations than 
this text; which may be properly called the ncplus ultra of all Wh 
oppoſe the doctrine of W e enn, ſau. 
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Without admitting this to be the meaning, 2 cannot ſee 


how it is poſſible to underſtand ſome other parts of our 


Lord's. prayer with any degree ot clearneſs. He lays, - 
Thou Inveſt me before the f, undation of the world How 
unprontable does the ſenſe appear to lay, that GO D loved 
 Cur15T before the world as to the diving nature? But it 
is molt eduying. to us, and quite ſuitable to his purpoſe, to 
conſider it as ſpoken by him as man, referring to huis pre- 
= exiſting ſtate and nature; as it gives a 4 grand idea of his 
being the early and ancient object of his Father's love. 
But this love cannot be referred to the decree of GOD, 


for he loves the laints as forſeen i in his decree ; whereas the 


: evident deſign of CHRIST 18, That tlie ſaints night enjoy | 
the divine love in their meaſure, which he a0 tually Yes. 
before the world. VVV, 


"Gunter. does not Sole pray, that che ſaints may enjoy 1 
ſuch a love as is ſuppoſed to bs peculiar to the internal dif- 
tinRions of Deity; : but ſach a fort of love in their degree, 


as he himſelf enjoyed in his pre-exi/lent Soul. This ren- 


ders other verſes pla in, $— bat they may be one as ve are 
ene — Thou Haß loved Yd as thou haſt loved me. — Here the 
love which JEHovan bears to CurisrT as man, and the 
union of Caur1sT as man, to Deity, is made a pattern of 
the union of the faints to GOD, and the love of GOD 
to them. But is it poſſible to ſuppoſe that the eternal, 
ineffable, eſſential, and neceſlary union in Deity, can be 
a pattern of the pnneceflary, uneſſential, and voluntary 
union between GOD and ſaints ? But tlie union and 
love between GOD and CuensT as man, may be 2 
pattern of the love and union between GOD and be- 
lievers in CARISsT. Vet it becomes us to maintain "x 
high tenſe of the unknown and ſublime difference between 
the union of the man CarisT to Deity, and the union of 

5 laints to GOD. The one is fo near, as to make what is 


laid 


5 Ver. 24. I Ver. 22, 23, &. 
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faid and 585 by GOD, to be xrtributed to Cunt: 


which would be Biff fo attribute to the beſt of 


faints. oy 


I. is an "excatione rule for interpretation of Sripture, 


Nw to have recour 7 to a trained and metaphorical ſenſe, b ut : 


when we Ftnaw that either thr nature of. the thing, or fo me 
ether revelation of geri ipture Will not adm! t of a # br oper ong; 


And that we muſt underſtand words in a pr oper and natural 

5 fenſe, evhere there is no apparent reaſon of a figure. Now | ©: 
the preſent caſe, there is nc thing 1 in Nature or in Scriprure 

| that forbids this literal meaning of the paſſage : : and what 


further obſervations may be made on other texts, } willingly 


| ſubmit to be tried by the above rule ; which is the duty of 


every one to mind, who would Bye the t true and Plain 
5 menning to Scripture, | 


5 The next ben e we | fhall . 18 ; the the ate 
vice which the Apoſtle gives to the Phi ilippians, Let this 
mind be in you, which was alſo in CHRIS T IE Sus, who 
being in the form of G OD, thought it not robbery ts be equal _ 

with GOD, but made himſelf of no reputation {he emptied 
| himſelf) and took upon him the form of a e n 


and Was made i in the eſe of men, &c.* 


It 18 very ch from this FIRE that the Apoſtle iptends 
| to ſet CHRIST before the Philippians as the beſt pattern of. 
humility ; - which he does in the moſt ſtriking manner, by 
aggrandizing his former ſtate and circumſtances, and then 
deſcribing how he emptied himſelf of the glory of them, and 


then appeared on earth in a very mean and low eſtate.— 


ho being in the form of God, thought it 10 robber 'y to be - 
equal with God, —Ais human Soul being in union with the 
| Deity, Was 1 3 Ol a. God Aike form and glory in all 


? former 


„Phil. ii. 5, 6, 7. 
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1 
N former ages; thus he frequently appeared to the Patriarchs | ns | is 
5 as the Angel of the Lord, (che AxcEIL. JEHOVAH) and as 1 
5 | GOD or JTerovan, With a heavenly brightneſs about — 
0 5 him, or cloathed wih the divine Shekinah, the rove of light, 4 
1 and ſpake and ated like G OD: h. imſelf, This is the 1 
1 form of Gd, which is here \pok en of by the Apoſtle, ; 
4 who fays, nor did he think it 7; any robbery or ſinful preſump-· WT "#31 
2 tion ſo to do. that 1s, to appes ar and act as 6 U 1D, dee wh 
5 he was united to Deity, and in that ſenſe one with GOD * ü | 
Z - Yet; he emptied himfe If, that is, He diveſted himſelf of | | 
L the God- like form or apps arance, the divine  Shebinah, Ty 
5 and coming in fleſh, he was content to be made in tbe 1 
5 : likeneſs of other men; yea, Inf, cad of the form of 2 God he . - 
. took upon bim the form of © \fervant ; that is, inſtead - I e 
1 l the glory } in which he appeared. and acted as GOD; | . i 1 
Z came in a mean fervile form, and humbled h. mjet TM even = 
I death, &c.—— That the moſt natural meaning of this Ppat= Th. 5 
mei is concerning the Human Soul of Curisr and its hu- | 
„ miliation, and not concerning the abaſement of his — 
1 8 DEITY, will plainly 8 yy" confidering. | 
3 . That tho GOD commands « our ur conforraty to himſelf, - 
F in holineſs, love and beneficence, yet Deity is never in all 
the Bible propounded as an example of ſelfedenial and 
Humility but as it is che chief deſign of this pallage to 
propoſe a wouderful example of humility and ſelf-denial, 5 
"Mt muſt therefore be ſome inferior nature to 1 8 chat is 
eee 
A critical explanation of the words, He thought it n0 1 ber to 
De . with God, would have tended more to confirm the ſentiment 
Iam indeavauring to illuſtrate, but as it would not have been, per- 
Z | haps, ſo clear to an Engliſh reader, I have followed the Engliſh . 
5 tdtrandlation, and the ſenſe of the moſt orthodox Froteitant divines, * 
# Vet, though theſe words are applied to the molt exalted character, 
the Deity of CaRIsT, it appears evident, that the other parts of 
the paſſage are moſt happily applied to the pre-exi/tence and incarnation 
Z of the human ſoul of Chriſt ; and that this doctrine requires no 
9 change in the Engliſh tranſlation, nor the common ſenſe of this ns 
3 to be altered in order to oo it. 1 
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| „ 
propoſed, which ould; be none other, confi ſtent with vis | 
plain ſenſe of the text and the analogy of faith, than the 
human foul of Cur8T, in union to Dei; and the moſt 
glorious arne it was, when he diveſted himſ-! it of Tuck, 
s ancient £401 * a Goa (MAY - form. 
25 En being in the firs of G God cannot here mean his 
| Deity, becauſe this form 18 repreſented as inconſiſtant with 
the ſtate of his humiliation ; therefore he puts off this for . 
or emptics himſelt of it, and puts on the eppofi te form, Vit. 
that of a ſer vant, when he became incarnate, and was made 
in the e neſs of man: But none vill ay chat he could put 
off bis Deity when he came in fleſh ! Therefore it muſt 
| refer to his bn man foul which was in the form of” God, br. 
— Y made Gop- LIKE Appearances before his incarnation ; this 
| ot ig 5 divine form he put off, when he took on him the faſhicn 
5 „ of a man, and the form of 4 a ſervant. Beſides, the word 0 
* 1 tranſlated here Form of Gon, no where ſignifies nature, 
$ ! | 3 > = ence, C018 pr Her Deity, but only appearance, ſhape, likeneſs. 
x 5 And that this is the meaning of it here is further evident 
EI obſerving, that the form of God ſtands expreſly oppoſed 
| | ER OA to the form of a ſervant. Now CunisT in the civil life 
5 on earth was not in the condition of a ſervant among men 
| „ 1 Eh directly ard expreſly ; for though he condeſcended to per- 
| j 1 form ſervile offices upon ſome occaſions, he at the fame. 
1 BE time claimed the authority of a maſter, over thoſe e : 


perſons for, or to whom he performed ſervile offices, ——— 
Therefore though his condition was mean, it was not 
that of a fe rvant ; conſequently, his being! in the form: of 
. e 4 fervant muſt Lignify his acting ſometimes as a ſervant ; 
PR fo his being in the form of Gd cannot fignify his Det!y, | 
We Le. rather his 1 and acting as GOD. | 


3. 8 wat not admit of Seien That the ſame 
nature whick emptied 2 Was afterwards filled with glory 
as a recompence, — that the ſame nature which humbled 
| ſel „was afterwards 2 exalted 3 GOD. Now this 
LE |- Ty was: 
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: was not the Deity of Cunisr, but his -buman nature: foe - 
it would be ſtrange to ſuppoſe the Apoſtle to fay, 1 4 nat the 
; : Deity emptied and abaſed itſolt, : and the human natur 6 Was 


exalted as a fecompence ot this abaſemm ent. 


Let us now - conſider a Bauer paſſage, i tends to ua 
luttrate the former, and give new force to the preſent argu- 


ment. The Apoſtle fays to the Corinthians, Ye know the 


Fr ace of our Lond JIEsus Curr, that 169. be Was rich, 


yet for your ſak- 25 he became my. that m thru bis po: Ver ” . 
| might be made rich, * | 


1 cannot be faid of G 0 D, that he banme poor, who : 
is infinitely {= 1f-ſufficient, neceſſarily and eternally rich in 
perfections and glories, and the indefeaſable poſſeiſion of 
all things. — And if CHRIST as man was never in a richer 
_ Rate than when on earth, it could not be ſaid that ever he 
was rich; for he was always extremely poor, the fon of mam 
had not where to lay his head, Now he could not be in a 
richer ſtate as man before, if nothing of bis manbogd ex- 
iſted till his incarnation. I know not then how any tole- 
| rable ſenſe can be put upon this text, without fuppoſing . 
the human Sou! of our Lon D IJESsGSs CHRIST to exiſt in a 
former ſtate, where he was rich indeed, ir. many glories | 
and privileges; of which he diveſted himſelf, and became 
poor for our ſales, when he was incarnate, a helpleſs infant, : 
lying in a een the fon of A N Kc. - 


0 Buche will fay ths _ rich as G 0 D, ; _ 1 poor 
as man. The futility of ſuch reaſoning requires no other 
| anſwer than being referred to the text, where every impar- 
tial perſon of common ſenſe will ſee there can be no ſuch 
idea in it; nor indeed in any other, as it is contrary to 
cemmon ſenſe, and therefore not to be found among the 
” e > OE e unerring 


12 Cor, viii. 9. 
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0 20 
unerrim words of ee wifdom and truth. As Biſhop 
Fowler fays of it, © This is fuch a ftrain and force upon 
155 the words of (ox! pture, that it looks li ke lying hold Ton BY. 
—_ 0 885 0 help at a dead Nee.” 


"Nor is ; the finer IR interpretation of many on n this text 
much more to the purpoſe, viz, * That CurisT, as 
wh Gop—Max, in the beginning of the union of the two 
* natures, emptied or diveſted himſelf of the riches of 
40 glory which he ſhould have had, and which were his 
die Jure, tho not his de fade, i. e. whick he might juſtly _ 
have aſſumed and poſſeſſod, tho' he did not actually al 
% ſume and poſſeſs them. But this is evidently ſtraining | 
| the text, and making its meaning contrary to parallel pal- 
ſages, particularly theſe two which we have confidered 
above, which, as well as this, expreſly fay that Curls : 
55 glory, honour, and riches before he was incarnate. 
They do not barely intimate his right to theſe, but plainly : 

_ affirm bis afual poſſeſſion of them, of which, on his appear- 
ing in fleſh, he diſpoſſeſſed himſelf. This is plainly the 
meaning of rhe texts; and why ſtrain them to a "OPS: 7 5 

| meaning without evident neceſſity? 


"© = - > 


"Ag not 1 theſe texts, but the currant of Scripture | 
. leads ſo naturally into this ſentiment, that Divines in gene- 
ral, deſcribe GO D the Father as parting with his ſon out 
&f his boſom, when he took fleſh upon him; and they repre- 
| . Cnalsr, or the fon of God when he became incar- 
nate, as leaving the beſom of his Father, quitting the Alicities : 
of the upper world, laying afide his glorious flate, and parting 
with heaver for a ſeaſon, &c. But whatever they may 
mean by ſuch expreſſions, it is impoſſible ſuch language 
can be proper or true when it is applied to the De:ty of 
1 Cunter; but the whole is both proper and true, and moſt. 
6 | Lg _ appoſitely denote and n the real. humiliation of | 
1 CHRIST'S Freer Ment Soul. — — - 
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The penerality of Nivines beljeve that it was only the 
Divine Nature or Deity of ChrisT that exiſted before he 
was conceived of the virgin; yet when they deſcribe rhe 


exceeding great love of GOD in ſending his Sox, and 


the tranſcendent love of the Sox in freely undertakings 
coming, and ſabmitting to die for our fakes ;—The Scrip- 
tures themſelves plainly lead them to ſuch a rc pretentation 
of things, and the force of truth {o manifeſt ; in revelation, 
confines them to ſuch expreſſions, as can never agree in 
any propriety of ſpeech to the Deity of Cuxisr, (except 
ſuch a one as Arians are pleaſed to allow him) nor are they 
conſiſtent with their own profeſt opinions; —zut chey % 
perfectly conſiſtent with. Scripture, and the dofrine we 5 
here contend for. A very eminent Divine fays, He that 
un in the boſom of the Father and had the moſt intimate, cluje, 
2 ſecret delight and ! bote from the F. ather, how unſpeakable 
3 that he Jhould deprive himfelf if the ſenſe of tt, to pu? 
_ Fr: If, as it were out of heaven into heil. Theſe and 
many ſuch like expreſſions have a peculiar a in chem 
when applied to the Soul of Cneisr which exiſted in joy | 
and glory in the boſom of GOD before che creation of 
the world-—jn this light, they are great and noble, juſt and 
true, and with: propriety ſet forth the tranſcendent love of 
GOD in ſending, and CHRIS in coming from ſuch | joys 
and glories to take fleſh, ſuſtain thame, ſorrow, pain, 
anguiſh of fleſh and ſpirit, the ſharpeſt agonies, and moſt 
excruciating pangs of death.—-And this love is enhanced, 
when we conſider that the Seu! of CHRIST was united to His 
Deity; ; fo that hereby GOD himſelf is joined to fleſb and 
dlood, —G O became man mifeſt 7 in the a 


But if we hall ſuppols in of 88 exiſted before 8 
bis incarnation but his pure Deity, then all the expreſſions 
concerning the love of GOD and Cunts are void of 
truth and propriety. For the Deity of CunisT can never 
be ſaid to leave the hoſom of the Father —can never diveſt 
5 2 ; elf. 
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Uſe!f of joy and glory ;—Nor is there any ſenſe in ſaying 


that GOD the Father could diſmiſs the Deity of his Sox 


from his boſom, Deity muſt have eternal. unchangeable 


and complete beatitude and glory can never be ciſpofiefſed 
of it—can never ſuſtain real ſorrow, ſuffering or pain. 
There may be a relative imputation of the ſorrows of hu- 
man nature, to the divine, becauſe of their union: and 
therefore the ſoſterings acquire in a legal ſenſe, a dignity 
and mierit equivolent to a ſatis faction for ſin: yet the moſt | 
' that can be ſuppoſed of the abaſement of = rity is, That tis 
merely TOTS not real. e 


- Maw as the Deity of Cn RIST could: not be ſeparated 
58 a the boſom of GOD when he came into this world, 
ſo neither could his Soul, if it had no prior exifience, and 
ſo never was there. Conſequently all the glorious and pa- 5 
thetic repreſentations in the common ſcheme of Divinity | 
concerning the love of CHRIST in leaving the Joys and : 
glories of heaven, have no ideas belonging to them, and cant» 
not be true in any ſenſe whatſoever, ſince they can neither 
be applied to the human nor divine nature of CHRIS, nor 
to, his whole perſon, The figure of communication - of p 
perties will not help here, for tho of W hat is truc of one 
nature may be attributed to the other, or to the whole per- 
f lon ;-—yet, what 1s not true co ncerning either nature ſepa- 
rated or united, cannot be attributed to him at all: So that 
the language of the common ſcheme is abſolutely void of 


idens. --But by admitting the pre-exiſtent ſtate of CaxrsT's 
Saul, the language of Scripture, and of the Divines agreea- 


ble thereto on this ſubje& have a viſible and firiking reality 
in them they ſhew the amazing love of Cur1sT in ſuch 
a ſurprifing light, as ſhould rouſe all the powers of our ſouls 
to admire and adore the love of G OD in ſending his be- 
leved Son JESUS CHRIST, —and the love of CHRIST in 
conſenting to ſuch abatement, and finiſhing tr An a | 
nihing work of Humiliation ! 28g 


| Beſides ; 


„ + tan 6. id my * 
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Beſides the tests already mentioned in proof of this 
| point. there are ſeveral which are equally Plain 10 the Pure a nee Fa | | 
poſe by intimating. That the being which came down 
from heaven and Was ſent of © O. D into the world, had 
2 70, different fron a the wii! of 'GOD, and therefore e | 
=_ 111 be inferior to Deity. Now with reſpect to CHRIST. „%%% Ou | 
this could be no other but the will of his human Soul, J 
Our LORD Jr sus declates, that be came down from hea- 
7 wen not t5 45 bi: eun will, but the will of him who ent him. * „% j | 
[ 


Here it is manifeſt, that the purpoſe and defign of his com- 
ing was not to fulfil nis will who came, but the will of his 
__ Father who ſent him. And that he had this different will 
is evident i in, his ſufferings when human nature manifeſted . : 
all innocent reluctance; but afterwards ſaid, Father, not my 5 
will, but thy will be done. Nov with what propriety „ = 5 
we ſuppoſe the Deity of Cuxler ſaying, J came down 
from heaven not to ds mine own will, tut the will of him 
that ſent me? Every idea in the text forbids fuch conſtruc- 
tion, choecially when it is confidered, that Deity, which 
is e the ſame, ſhould have one will in CHRIST, 
and a different one in the FATHER |. may we. not : 
nounce it urterly and etery ally impoſſible! 


When Cuatsr ne of himſelf. in a hy 8 
out the ſame idea of having a different will, I delight to 4 
they will, O *? GOD ; yea thy law is written in my heart +. 
That this refers to his incarnation in a ſpecial manner, 18 
clear from the epiſtle to the Hebrews, where this 1 
is cited and explained, ben he cometh into the world, he 
faith, facr ifce and burnt offerings thou would/? not, bat . 
Bop haſt thou prepared ME, lo I come to do THY WILL, 0 
GOD f. It maſt be a ſirong prejudice indecd, that will 


make 

#® John vi. 5 4 Pla. xxx. 8. eo = C 

AI any ſhould afk who is intended by ME in the 1 What | WY 
anſwer could be given but that it was JE Sus then exiting. The 
'peaker 1 is Canes,” elſe than pure . he ſays, thy well, O 
GoD». 
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1 make one deny this to be the langu age of Cy HRIST" $ gutes 
IN, =p FE * and not of Py: Dei. 


10 1 1 But there are more texts which corroborate this ſenti- 
1 ment, viz. ſuch as repreſent CuRIsx's coming into the 
world, and being ſent by the Father, in ſuch a manner as 

| plainly lead the impartial to believe he had a real ard my vs 
1 | Per dwelling 1 in another place, and in another manner bo- 
EEF o» _ into. the world wn fleſh, and that he then 
WW» changed his place and company, and manner of life; all 
which ſeem more agceeable to a human / perils than to pre- 
per Deiiy. The bare reading of CunisT's own. language by 
leads naturally to theſe ideas. 1 came dowi: from heaven not 
10 as my on will, &c. I am the living bread wh bich Came. 
down from heaven, alluding to the manna which came down 
from the clouds. What and if ye fhall jee the n PN man + 


——— — CC ͤ Me os 
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Go. Bt to tay the divine nature 1s meant hy wr, 1 is ſo zarte | 
_ Inconſiſtent in ſeveral reſpetts that no conſiderate perſon can allow it. 
It muſt be certainly eaſier to conceive of a body prepared for the ſoul | 
then exiſting, then a body prepared for divine nature. The whole 
es the terms in the context as the apollle has them, ſhews that 
Cnlsr was there ſpeaking in his inferior character to Je HOVAHN, 
who had anointed him the great high prieſt of his people, and being 
the facrifice himſelf, it was neceſlary he ſhould have blood to make 
an atonement for ſin. For this purpoſe a body was prepared for him. 
and he ſhews his will! rignels to take this body, and uſe it for the ſacred 
. _ purpoſe of Fulfilling the will of n 40 VA * in the e of his : 
people.” | 
1 Fo the; enden Is this text 0 e 15 antes; the | 
fon of man, ſome may object, That it cannot mean the human 
_ i fol, as that cannot be called the ſon of man.” Anſwer, 1. That 
| the name ſont of man ordinarily ſignifies no more than man, or forme 
eonſiderable man; and when applied to CuRIsrT it means the 
_ Meſſiah. 2. If Ca RIST's /Aauman fou! may not be called ſon 5 
man, how will it do to call his Deity ſon of man? And what ſenſe 
can be made of the text read thus, What if ye fhall ſee the ſor. of 
man, that is the human nature, a/cend where the ſon of man, that 
is the Deity was before? And yet this muſt be the expulition of the 


-» text, if Ca RIS r had no pre-exi/tant ſoul; and whither this, or the 
ſ _ way 1 have mar: it be moſt Ham and conſiſtent, let every reader 
8 55 1 | 
. 2 
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fend up where he was before f t. I hnow whence I came and 
whither I go \, I came yo th from the Father, and am come 
Into the world: again, $ leave the world, and go to the Fa- 
ther | His being with the Father and his being in the 
 avorid, ate oppoſite ſtates, and repreſented. as inconſiſtent 
with each other in the ſenſe which Cuntsr ſpeaks of his 
| Father's company and abſence : But pure Deity cannot be 
_ abſent from the Father eve n while it is in this world, nor 
Cam it return to him afterwards. It is very obſervable, 
5 that when CuxtsT had ſpoken theſe words, his diſciples 
| faid, Lo, now th "ſpeakeſ plainly, and ſpeakef! no par able; 
that is, there is no difficulty or obſcurity in the words. 
But are there not difficulty and obſcurity in them, if We. 
muſt conſtrue them by figures, and not in the plain and 
8 obvious ſenſe, eſpecially if his coming from the Father, a 
7. GON, maſt be taken in a figurative ſenſe, as is contended 3 
for, and his going te the Father, as man, in a liter al lenſe 
the whole 3 is rendered utterly eee. 8 


"There's are ſeveral other © texts to the ſame purpoſe, — 


No man Hath aſcended up to haven, but he that came down 
from heaven, even the ſon of | man, who is, or Was,* in hea- 
den. M He that is of the earth i 15 earthly, iid Jpeakerh of the 
earth, He that cometh from heaven is above allt. Jxeus 
0 Enowi: * that be came 2 8 0 D, and was going ts 


.GOD. 


41 3S, 51, 62 5 8 vii. 14. vi. 28. + Jenn! itt. 13. 


* John ili. 13. The original word may be either rendered 7s or 
_ was and is made either preſent or paſt as moſt ſuitable to the ſenſe 
of the paſſage where it occurs. Such as would have it rendered js | 
here, muſt make it to mean the Deity of CHRIST which was in 
heaven at the time he was ſpeaking on earth; but how this will rally 
with the terms for of man is not fo clear. See the laſt note.) But 
if it be rendered was, which it may properly be, and is ſo rendered 
in John ix. 25. Eph. li. 1, 5. where the ſenſe will agree with no 
other conſtruction, chen the text is plainly a proof of the ſentiment 
we preſently contend for, aud makes the pallage itſelf eaſy to the ö 
moſt ſimple reader. 
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GOD. f— Now that he aſcended, what- is it, bur that be 
alſo eps th into | the lower parts * the earth. $ 


e et texts may be added what the | Apoſti: favs, 
The firft man is of the earth, earthly; the ſecond men is the 
Lord from heaven. This the Apoſtle ſpeaks of CrxisT's 
original in oppoſition to Adam's, whoſe ſoul was created 
on earth, after a body was made out of the earth for it 
But the ſoul of CtinisT was ercated in heaven, and there- 
fore he is called the Lonp from beaden. This 18 abun- | 
| dantly more intelligible than how the eternal GOD ſhould 7 
come down from heaven, any other ways than as in union 
with the ſoul of CarisrT; fince the eternal GO D ever 
filled all things with his preſence, and therefore could 
a never for a moment leave heaven really and properly, which. 
is the plain ſenſe of the texts, and not in an allegorical 
* h ſenſe, which at once deſtroys the plainneſs and propriety 
pf the the texts, and leaves us to grope in the dark for a2 ; 
R meaning, to which, when found, we can perfix no rational 5 
ideas that will correſpond with the proper ſenſe of the 
terms which are uſed, and conſequently, we are obli- 
: oe to confider the whole as an OT 


8 chat the above plain ae is what the Apoſtle 1 in 
tends, is ſtill more evident from what he adds, As we 
have borne the image of the ear thly, we ſhall alſo bear the 

5 * LA tbe e Intimating. chat our Souls are 
on made 
13 3 viii. 3. Fer nk | 5 
8 Eph. iv. 9, 10. This text appears es - when iber of 57 
| Cu; KIs T's deſcent into the womb of rhe virgin, than into the grave, 
for David uſes the ſame. expreſſion, Pſa. cxxXix. 15. My ſubſtance 
was made in ſecret, and curiouſly wrought in the lower parts of the 
earth. Beſides it was the ſoul of CHRIST that deſcended from hea- 
ven, but not into the grave. Now, ſays the apoſtle, He that deſ- 


15 cended thus, is the [ame alſo that aſcended up far above the heavens, 
*% EI that is, the ſoul deſcended to allume the body, 1 and being embodied, 
1 8 it aſcended above the heauens. 
ng | |} i Cor. xv. 47. 
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made now on earth, and jolt to o frail feeble bodies, lob 


jeſt to diſeaſe and corruption: But as the Soul of CHRIS 


came dow! from beaven. and allumed a body on carth, 
fo the Souls of the Saints ſhall come down from heayen at 
the reſurrection, and aſſume their fmmorral bodics upon 
earth: and in this ſenſe, CHRIST, the ſecond Adam, the 
2 Lok from heaven 15 the pattern of the ſa nts reſurrection. 
much rather than the firſt Adam; and the parallel which 
the Apoſtle repreſents of our bear the image of the earthly 


and the. heavenly. Adam, is more juſt, perfedt and natural, 


; I ta king | in thus Part of the re {emblance as well as s others. 


1 Aw: found interpret theſe words, The Lonn from 


into this Plain and caly ſenſe. 


But before \ we proceed, it will be neceſſary tc o remove an 


words 


5 heaven, to ſignify the Deiiy * CuAIsT: But _ > 
incontiderately do ſuch loſe ſight of the Apo! 28 det; gn 
which is to ſhew how the man Curntsr JEsus ſhall . 
the pattern of Saints raiſed to glory: But can any fuppole 
it as any part of his meaning. 1 hat the Saints ſhall bear 
the image of Deity. It is certainly more plain and agree 
able to Scripture, to ſay, That they hall bear the image of 

CurisT's glorified human nature, and conſequently theſe 
: glorious expreſſions in the texts refer to his human Soul. 
And if all theſe things are impartially laid together, we 
will find it hardly poſſible to conceive how our blefſed 
Lorp and his Apoſtles ſhould expreſs his real and proper 
decent from heaven in plainer words than thoſe cited 
above; or in words better fitted to lead every common reader 


objection, which perbaps ſome may lay weight upon, viz. 
There are ſome expreſſions in the Old Teftament Which 
repreſent GOD as coming down upon earth to viſit the af- 
fairs of men; and in this onalogical ſenſe the Deity of 
Cusisr may be laid to aſcend and deſcend, ſo that theſe. 
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ores need. not be applied. to any pcs 2 Soul of 
 Cunror. 


1 muſt be acknowledged, that when this 


manner of ſpeech is uſed concerning G0 D, it is to be 

interpreted figuratively or analopically, becauſe the literal 5 
ſenſe cannot be true: but where the literal ſenſe is juſt, 
plain and eaſy, and not inconſiſtent with the ſcope of Scrip- 

ture, where is the neceſſity to fly to the uſe of figures n 


the ones: of e 


1 Go D 18 fid to bent from 3 or to 


Fi 0 thither in the Old Teſtament, it is fo expreſſed to 
| fhew that this GOD, is Jesvs CanisT, or the human 
Seoul of Cunisr united to Deity in the pre-exiſtent fate, 
by whoſe ſervice GO D managed all the affairs of ancient 

nges, and more eſpecially ſuch as had relation to the welfare - 
: of the Church, or the holy ſeed. „ 


. 5 we e conſider the frequency of thoſe expreſſions, : 


- Carr? $ coming down from heaven, comme from the Father, 
coming into the world, &c. they evidently bear a plain and 
Juſt entithefis to his departing from the world, his returuing 
70 the Father, his aſcending 1 into heaven, &c. which are men- 
tioned at the fame time: Now every reader plainly under- 
ſtands all the latter expreſſions concerning the human na- 
ture , CursT; and is it poſſible to give a ſufficient rea- 
_ fon why the former expreſſions ſhould not be attributed to 
his human nature alſo; that is, to his human Soul which Is 
Pw chief part of it? Dn, | 


1 ſhall conclude this part of the ſublet by ing, h 
That if the moſt natural and obyious ſenſe of Scripture 


leads us to believe, that there was a glorious being who is 
ſometimes called an Angel, and ſometimes a Man under 
the Old Teſtament, Who was cloathed with peculiar rays of 
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glory, and aſſumed Di wine N and yet it in other 5 j 
parts of his character and conduct appears much inferior to 
the Majeſty of pure Deiiy; and that this iltattrious Being : 
emptied aud diveſted himſelf of his N riches and glory 
when he came to dwell in fleſh,-—that he was capable of 
having a ri different from the will of his Father, as plainly 5 
appears from his words, Father, not my will, but thy will 
be done, —that he did really leave his dwelling with che 
F ather, and came down into our world, I fay, as all theſs 
things art ſo evident from the Scriptures, I know not 
what lubiect, nor any ſubject they can be applied to but 
the human Soul of h and 1 its exiſtence before _ 
incarnation. ” 
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 Oentaining t ſeveral Ar , in Favour of this” 0 Arine 


taken fre om the Scope of the Scriprures. 


A* S it would be tedious, and carry us beyond out in- 


tended bounds to conſider particularly all the texts in 


Revelation that tend to illuſtrate the truth of this doctrine, : 
and as theſe already conſidered are ſufficient to ſhew what 
| copntenance it hath in the divine oracles, we 11. Al next 

| Proceed to conſider ſome arguments in favour of the doc- 
trine.— 1. It was neceſſar 'y that the Seul of CHRIST heuld 
exit, that it might give its previous attual conſent to the great 

| and arduous 1 — — — 9 5 atonement 2 8 ou bf JARS nF. 


"Fe" cannot be denied.” ae it was the 8 "ou! of 15 


: Carr that endured all the weakneſs, poverty and pain of 
ths infant ſtate, that ſuſtained all the labours and fatigue of 
fe ;—that felt the bitter reproaches of men, as well as the 
5 buffitings of devils, and the awful inflictions of the juſ- 
tice of GOD. This is evident if we conſider, that the 
divine nature is not capable of either pain or ſhame ; and 


that the fleſh or body abſtractly confidered, is not ſuſcep- 


tible of pain or ſhame without the ſoul. It muſt then be 
Tequifite that the Soul of ChrIsT ſhould give its actual 
conſent to this undertaking before his labours, pains, and 
: e began, hien was as ſoon as ever he was born. 


Can it be thought congruous or agreeable to reaſon, that 


he who was to undergo ſo much for our ſakes ſhould be 
taken from his child-hood in a mere paſſive manner into 


this difficult. and moſt tremendous work, and afterwards 
| only give his conſcut t it who lie was grown A man, 


upon ſoine ſecret divine intimation that he was born for 


this purpoſe? It looks more like the rational ſcheme of 


our falvation, and condecent in reſpect to 


tlie nature of 
things 
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4-83.) TT . 
chings, and the juſtice and equity ot GOD, th at CnrisT's 
Saul that endured all theſe pains, frould well know before ET 
| hand what the great work of Hur reds mption would voſt 
| him, and that he thould freely 2nd \ vol. intarily accept the 
, propofal from the F ather. If this is not "aj ppoſed true, the 
_ contrary. myv#?, that the work of our reduunption was rather 
_ataſk impoſed. upon CruRIsT, than an original and volun- 
tary engagement of his own, and conſeque ntly the merit 
and glo:y of this ercateſt of undertakings is not only dimi- N 
5 a. but totally deſtroyed, which ſentiment | 15 ſtocking > - 
it {IHE f. and contrary to every idea of Kevelagon: 5 5 
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uo when we ſuppoſe the 9027 of E HR 15T e ts 5. 85 —— Ol oo 
its firſt creation and being thereby fully capacitated for — 
10 amazing work, receiving the propoſal witl: cheerful. - 5 
neſs from Cz 0 before the foundation of the world, and 8 
then, from an inward delight to glorify. his F ather, and 
from a compaſſionate principle to the children of men, 
undertaking the difficult and bloody ſervice, an d coming 
_ down into a human body to fulfil it: This highly exalts the 


werit of his loy e, and the glories of his condeicent! 10 n and 5 
5 Wabringe 1 | 


"The voluntary conſent of Cart to Pede incarnate 
and to ſuffer, is plainly repreſented in many places of 
Scripture. He . 5 Sacrifice ard offering thou Ai not 
 defire,— mine ears haſt thou bored, theſe Were not ſufficient 

to expiate the fin of man, Theu haf prepared a body for ME, 
then ſaid U, lo l come, that is to dwell in this body, to un- 


dertake this work; | delight to 45 thy will, 0 my G ON, 
| ea thy law 15 th my heart“. mis. own coni: ent. appears 
1 5 > | Fin 


Pſal. xxxXx. 6, 7. Com. Heb x. c. Mr Goodwin ſays, That | 
e theſe two expreffions, ny ears hu thou bored, and thy law is with. 
in my heart, are more properiy applied to che Soul of his human 
1-08 nature, and to be underſtood, to be the voire of his human nature, 

| rather 
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plainly from theſe words, tte humbled himfelf +, He emp- | 
tied himſelf of Glory when he became man, and died for 
ſinners. He himpelf took part of fla and blood with this 
dieelign, that he might die, that he might through his gcath 
7 deſiroy the works of the Devil t. He further declares his 
oven conſent in the ſtrongeſt and. plaineſt words, I came 
| down from heaven to do the will of my Father. —T herefore 
wth my father love me, becauſe 1 day down my life that I might 5 
take it up again. Ne man taketh my life from me, that is 
againſt my free conſent.— 7 ian it down of myſelf &, that is 


of my own choice and volantary engagement, This ought 


to be well conſidered by all who would not derrogate from 
the honour of the bleſſed mediator JESUS Cuntsr, and 


5 che — —. love that hs ane in bis . . 


2. 15 FO not a that the How 5 G 0 D ha 114 rae 5 


+” enter into G covenant with the. Father to do and Juffer what 
Was N a, 10 our redemption, without 4 human Soul. 


Though it t ſhould be grant that the Sivine's nature con- 


| trived all the parts of this covenant; yet it muſt add luſtre, | 
glory, and a more conſpicuous equity to this covenant, 

when we conſider the Man Ixsus Cunlisr who is pro- 
perly the mediator of it to be preſent before the world, 
to be choſen and appointed the redeemer or reconciler of © 
mankind, — to be then ordained the head of his future peo- 
ple, —to receive promiſes, grace, and ſpiritval bleſſings in 
their name. —and to accept the ſolemn and weighty truſt 
from the hand of his father, | to take che e care of millions of 


fouls. 


« rather than of the divine: He was willing and obedient to Go d'r 


& will, as a ſervant to do his maſters work.” This great Author 
thought this conſent ſo neceſſary, that he rather ventures to introduce 


a molt miræculous {cene, than to have this early conſent of CHk1ST 


as man omitted; and therefore he ſuppoſes that in a miraculous way 
the ſoul of CHRIST did Be itſelf up to this work from his very” 


birth. 
* Phil. Ji, 83. f Heb, ii. it. 8 Jos Vis 38,—X, 175 18. 
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fouls. All these arc . or implied in the following . 
texts. For there is one Mediator between GOD and man, 
even the Man CHRIST JEsus. HBleſſed be the GOD and 
| Father of our Lokp JESvs CHrisT, who bath bleſſed 1 
with ail ſpiritaal bleſſings i in hear ently paces in CHRIST, ac- 
1 or ding as he hath choſen us in him before i he foundation of - the 
World. G OD hath ſaved Us, and called us with an holy call» . 
Aug, not according to our WOYRS, but according to his wn Pure. 
poſe and grace which was given us in CHRIST Jxsus before 
the world began. Cornet life which GOD that cannot lis 


promiſed before the wor id began. To whom could this pro- 


rn cee, 187 
- 4%. 235% . g 


. q 
n 


miſe be made but to ILsus Cunlsr, and to us in him, as 
the great head, patron, and repreſentative of believers : 
All that dwell on earth ſhall wor fhip the beaſt, whoſe names 
are not written in the bock of life of the Lamb Hain from the 
foundation of the world, Whether theſe. words, from the © 
Foundation of the world, refer to the Saying F the Lamb by 
anticipation, or rather to writing of the book of life,. yet 
they certainly refer to the tranſaction of this important 
affair with the Lamb, and therefore this expreſſion | 1s ere. 


nl times s uſed i in the book of the Revelation. 


5 "Theres are none „ tw: FR it was by virtue of the 
Gicritice c of his own blood which CurIsT was to offer in 
due time, that mankind were made partakers of ſpiritua! 
benefits in the various ages ſince the fall of man; hence: 
 CurisT was a Saviour from the beginning of the world : 


yea even thoſe who apply theſe things merely to the divine 
nature of CHRIST conſenting to what was propoſed by the 


Father, allow that the human nature of Cugisr muſt be 
included in the view of GOD by way of prolepfis or 
anticipation. But ſurely it is better to underſtand theſe 
things concerning the Sou! of CaursT as actually united 
to the divine nature, and actually conſenting to the terms 
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Z « this covenant; tines it Was the human nature wh ich was 
to endure the ſufferings ; then there will be no need for 
| proleptical figures to interpret the language of Seri ipture. 
| fince the literal ſenſe 1 18 s Juſt and true: - 


And not only in the thy of What! is ; commonly. ca alled 
> the Covenant of redemption, bur alſo in the prebli/hing. of it 
as a Covenant of Grace to men in all ages, the exiſtence of 
| Cur. IST as Gov-man appears neceſſary to conſtitute him 
2 proper Mediator. Can any one ſuppoſe it conſiſtent with 
this covenant that the vengeance of GOD ſhould run oa 
for four thouſand years, without any proper Mediator or 
undertaker on the part of Man In the very nature of it, 
. it includes two real diſtinct 5 arties, GO I and Man; N and . 
the title Midiotor requires that Man ſhould be reprelented 885 
before the communication of the benefits of it to man in 
the moſt early ages. This is clear from the Apoſtle calling 5 
the Mediator in that covenant the Man CHRIST JEsus;“ 
which ſhews that the human nature was ſignally concerned 
in the Mediation. And for the {ame reaſon the book of life 
is ſaid to belong to the Lamb, which name m ay be "pros: 
perly applied to the human nature of ChRISUT in union 
with the divine, but with no kind of propriety can it be 
5 nnen to the divine nature without ſuch | uni. on. | | 


4 3 nere mention another very remarks inſtance 


: wherein Orthodox Divines are inconſiſtent with themſelves, | 
viz. In their manner of repreſenting the doctrine of the 

Trinity, and the covenant of redemption, or the tranſaction : 

between the Father and the Son before the world. In the 
Doctrine of the J tinity commonly called Orthodox, it is 
aſſerted, That GOD is but one ſimple, infinite, and eter- 
nal ſpirit; conſequently the divine Effence, powers, and 
ellential . of Father, Tok, and H. 9 2 885 in Deity, 
are 
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are numer; 2 ally the ſame: That it is the Cirne numerical 


58 : confcioutnets, 1 underſtanding, will and power! that belongs 


tothe facred three, Who are diſtinguiſhe d by the properties 
of Paternity, Filiatigu, and Proceſſt on,; hut their thoughts, 5 


* 


ideas, volitions, and agencies mu _ 2 (according to this. 
1 15 (cheme) 1 americaily the fame. V 


Now it is plain that the whole of what d livines have ſaid 
about the Covenant of Redemption, whether as to the 
parties contracting the Bifſincſs tranſacted—the manner o 


tranſacting—the articles agreed on— the performance of ſti 


pulations—or the date of tlie tranſaction-—all is directly 8 


contrary to any ideas we can have of their doctrine of the 
Trinity. For it is not voſſible to have any idea of CnarsT's 
Dieity tranſacting this affair with the Father, and at the 
_ fame time believe, chat their Deity, \prrfedtions, power 's, - 
will, and conſcieuſneſs are nume rically the ſame.— IL his is to 
maintain contradictions. Mere perſonalitiss cannot con- 
ſult and tranſact 1 in a way of contrad, propoſal, and con- 
ſent. It requit res two diſtin conſe muſneſſes—diltintt wills 


t enter into ſuchi 4 COVenant.—But there are no ſuch. di Fr : 
7 tintions i in the one 1 1 8 „ 


But mis matter is s put bey od all | diſpute by thb account 
we have of this covenant and its articles, one of the Beings, | 
i Perſons, or Parties contracting is evidently inferior to the 
other; and is capable of receiving commiſſions, orders, 

lupport, and recompenſe from the other, But if no more 

of Cunts exiſted at that time than his Deity, and the 
Deity of CarisT and the FaTHER be the ſame, what 

need of orders, commiſſions,—why promiſes of {upport and 
recompenſe? How can the Deity of CHRIS be ſupported 


and recompenſed by the FATHER who has the ſame nume- 


rical glory and power? Hence all the pathetic repreſenta- 
tions of this covenant can amount to no more than the 
 fimple decree or volition of the one eternal infinite Spirit. — An 
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| abſolute decree of the 8455 A. 5 mat the Man IE 805 
Chuisr when formed, ſhould undertake and fulfil this 
work four thouſand years after the world was made. I: 
; was only the Deity of Cag1sT that decreed that the human 
5 nature ſhould exiſt, —be united to Deity—and ſuffer death 
for men. — Perhaps ſome of theſe diffculties may feem to 
be ſolved by the help of figures of ſpeech, without admit 


ting Cuklsr's pre-exiflent Saul, but I am certain they cannot 
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all be either ſolved or explained by all the devices of men. 


Whereas admitting Cnr1sT to be the firſt born of every 
er catur e the beginning of the creation of 8 0 5 and inti- 


mately united to Deity, then we have proper lubjects for 
theſe federal tranſaRions before the foundation of the 
world. 5 | 


"The 1 Jxsus Cnalsr and the Eled ; arc federally 
- united, they ſtand in one covenant,.— CHRIST in the ever 
laſting contracts of grace repreſented his people as thei 
= head-—He covenanted for them as a public perſon, who ; 
was to manage all the great aſſairs of this covenant, Pray 
bow could chis covenant take place, if He who was a Party 
in it, and the manager of it were not in being? Can we 5 
fay that GOD communicated his mind to a non-entity * 
that he covenanted and contracted with nothing !— With 
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that Which was to have no exiſtence till four thouſand 


- years after Adam 8 fall? If this be true, then JEsus 5 
Cunts was not a real, but an imaginar Mediator; con- 
{quently it was no more. than an imaginary covenant; and 


man's ſalvation is no more than imaginary—for i it can never 


15 be proved, that G OD covenanted with CARI82 after his 
incarnation; ſo that our ſalvation is founded on an imagi- 
nary. CnxIsT, and an imaginary couenant.—— Ble ſſed be 

GOD. that things are otherways, and that this covenant ts 

well ordered i in all things and ſure, by which is manifeſted 

the ancient, tranſcendent love of GOD and Cuklsr, 


the foundation of all that has been done to reſtore ſinners 
| to 


. * by } ; 0 oy \s 
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* 37 9 | 
to the happineſs. they had forfeited by tranfz wreffion, Ad- 
mittig the ancient exiſtence of CHRIST's SY, every thing 
cone ides admirably well, and anſwers all the various ex- 
preſhons in Scripture on this ſubject“ without {training the 
words with needleſs tropes and tigures : It becomes fo 
plain that he who runs may read it, and every unlettered 
chriſtian may underſtand theſe carl y grounds of his hope, 
and the ſure foundation laid by GOD, on which reſts all 
f that 3 is dear to > him i in time and eternity. 8 
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3. Another argument to fuppoct. this dockt ne may be . 
taken from the deſcriptions of CarisT's comme into the 
world mes rntioned in Scripture. This great event is always e 
expreſſed in ſome corporal language, tuch as denotes bis VV f 

taking on him animal nature, —a body, --or feſa, withour-. 5 : —— 
ever mentioning his taking a Soul, By conſulting TELE 


5 Scriptures impartially, fo much will be found in this argu- 
ment as to {hake the foundation of theſe: prejudices which 


have prevailed againſt a doctrine o conſpicuous on the face 
of many texts. I ſhall mention a few of theſe that ate con- 
dluſive in this argument. The word was made FLESH, and 
| dwelt among 15. — He Was made of the feed of David. accor ding 8 
to the FLESH. GOD ſendling his own fon in the likeneſs of 
5 ful FLESH,—G OD ſent forth his fon MADE OPA 
_ woMan.* Such texts muſt literally apply co the material, 
| corporal body, and not to the ſoul. He was made in the y 
lik EN ESS OF MEN, and was found in FASHION AS A 
MAN. + Shape or - faſhion peculiarly refers to the body not to. 
 foul,-— For as much as the children were partakers of FLESH. 
and BLOOD, HE ALSO HIMSELF LIKEWAYS TOOK PART 
or THE 8AME, that he might in ALL THINGS BE LIKE. 
Hs BRETHREN.T Here the Apoſtle is treating profeſledly 
of the incarnation of CHRIST, and plainly ſuppoſes his 
: Seu] exiſted before, and in that particular he was Mready 
F2 NR like 
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like the children of 30 D. The Apoſile lays he 7% on 
him the SEED of Abraham. Tho' ſeed may frequently 8 
include both body and ſoul, yet the body has the moſt pro- 
per and literal right to that name, and muſt particularly : 
mean this here, conſiſtent with the Apoſtle's connexion. | 
In the days 7 his t LESH he offer ed up prayers and ſuppliration 

| avith firang crying and tears. + It is plain here that the 
Apoſtle means When he had taken FLESH and dwelt in it. 
From a paflage which the Apoſtle tranſlates, a Bop v Y 
hon prepared me 114 —it appears evident that Cun 187 who is 

tue ſpeaker had a ſoul already, but that a body was neceſſary 
do finiſh the bloody work he had to do. The Apoſtle John 
_ often ſpeaks of Jrsvs Car1sT being come in the FLESH, | 
plainly intimaing, that the perſon who was veſted with 

the name and character of Jusus and CAR ST, had every 
: requiſite for his work before but F FLESH, 8 


| "But 77 we e ſuppoſe, that i 3 he was bes of 
| the virgin, did take a human ſoul, or the Whole complex | 
nature of man, is it not aſtoniſhing that there ſhould not 
be one text of Scripture in either tlie Old or New Teſta- 
ment, which ſhould give ſuch a hint to us, that he then 
took a reaſonable foul. as well as a body ; or at leaſt ſhould _ 
tel] us that he aſjumed human nature, which mig ht include 
both fe 6 and ſpirit; but that it ſhould always uſe ſuch 7 
x words - as chiefly denote the body :—ſvch terms, as no man 
: without the prejudices of education, wonld ever apply to 


any thing elle. This carries an a evident intimation that his | 
| ſoul exiſted before. 


55 hers 18 . objection which many think takes off the | 
firength of this argument, viz. That the w ord Feb in many 
places of Scripture, ſignifics mankind, or human nature, by 
the figure /pnecdoche including the hank alſo. 
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doctrine is founded on figures, which are never to be intro- 


it is proved that Alb. in Scripture, is always put to de- 


CunlsT is faid to aſfume A foul as well as a body or fliſh, 
when he came into the wo r!d ; but till that text be found, 


| car nation , 
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ey his Sou. En ar Her into thy hands I recommend my SPIRIT. 
— His Sour * was not left in hell,--Now is * Soul troubled. 
-=. Soul is exceeding forrowful.— 


es — 
o 
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other occaſions, and yet never once mentioned with relation 


_ world is deſcribed by taking FIHsH and BLOOD, BODY, the 


ing a | Soul before? 7 
An 


f. Hit, 10, 17. Luke xxili. 46. Acts ii. 31. John Kits 27. 
Matt. xxvi. 38. Luke X. 21. John Xi. 33 and Xii. 21. 


— 88 . 
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The reader will ſee that all the oppoſition. made to this 


duced but in caſes of neceſſity, But that there is none 
here is plain, for though it is granecd that freſh ſometimes 
ſignilles ma kind, vet this objection cannot be admitted till 


note man nature, and that the Ve /Þ and the ſoul are never 
be CS ed. But as there are « great number of texts 
where the 2 or body is de from the eu! or 
friri 1 = man, it is reaſonable at leaſt to expect, there Ihould 
be one text in all the Bible, wherein the divine nature of 


. may ſafely conclude bi D ſpirit or font: exiſted before his : 


But! it will take of the force of this objecti ion, and 1 
ther confirm the doctrine contended for, if we conſider, - 
that there is mention made of the foul of Cunts himſelf 
on other occaſions in many places of Scripture, Thou Halt 
ET bis SOUL an offering g. for fin,—He ſhall ſee of the travel 


JESUS rejoiced in 
SPIRIT. Ixsvs was troubled in 1 „„ Now | 
= fince we have the /ou! of CARI32 T I IE" ſo often on 


to his incarnation, but always find that his coming into the 


FASHION OF A MAN, the LIKENESS OF SINFUL. FLESH, ; 
&c. How can we ward off the evidence, of Cruzer hay» 
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An argument in 1 favour of this dockrine might be drawn 8 


4 from the ſentiments of the molt learned Jews as well as the 
common belief of their vulgar. Whatever confuſed no- 
tions they had of the Meſſiab, they ſeem clear in belief of 
his pre· exiſtent foul. Philo, who lived near the time of 

our Saviour, interprets ſeveral texts in the Old Teſtamen t . 
as we do, He ſays, This glorious ſpirit i is thi mof? honourabe 
| Logos, the Areb- angel, Prince of the angels and. ars, Hligh- 
prieſt : in the temple of GOD the world, who flands in the 

limits between the Creator and the Creature, the eldeſt, the . 
Fr fi. begotten « of the ons f G O D, who under GOD governs 
the world, and who doth humbly mediate for us mortals with 
bim that is immortal. It was the general opinion of the 1 

ancient Jews, that there was one glorious Angel ſuperior 
to all the reſt, by whom GOD made his viſits to the 

z Patriarchs and declared his will to them. And though e 
there is ſome confufi on in what they ſay on fuch ſubjeQts, 1 

not underſtanding the union betwixt GOD and a creature, 5 
Jet chriſtians who have revelation complete, may much 


better know the character of this glorious Being the Loap 


i: Jouve Cunisr. 


It might alſo be dis in er of this doctrine, That 5 


| fince it pleaſed the Father to prepare a body for our Lond. | 
Irsus Cnrrs T by the overſhadowing of the Holy 


Ghoſt, and by a peculiar manner of conception, that his 


body might have ſome peculiar prerogative, and that he 
might be the Sn GOD in a ſuperior ſenſe with regard 5 
ns body a8 Luke ſpeaks *, *, ſo we may reaſonably con- 


clude, that the /oul of Danler allo, which was to be 


united to Deity, ſhould have this peculiar prerogative, to 
* derived immediately from G OD before any creature 
was made, and to enjoy this union with Deity, and glories 
ſuitable thereto before its union W ith the earthly body 


in 


Luke i, 35% 
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in which it was to uber Aud thus in conſideration. 
of its format] on before all creatures in a moſt. imme- 
diate _ manner by the will of GOD, as well as its 
nearer reſemblance to 60 above all ſpirits, this 
Soul might be called alſo the So of GOD, and his 
5 only berotten Son, in à manner above all men or Angels, 
who are ijometimes called ſons of GOD; but this parti- 
. cular will receive illuttration fro om what follows, 


| Shewi 15 the.l Cod DP Fes and Var ious i Advantages which ped 


$a attend the Kuowledge and Bel ef of this Doetri ine. 0 


advantages which attend it. 


| 1. T bis doarine 0 Fl re light u upon many V pal- 5 
ages of the Scriptares, which, taken with any other view, 
remain very dark and obſcure. It eafily explains and re- = 
conciles many Cifficult places, which cannot be accounted 
for any other way. Some of the texts 1 have already con- 1 
ſidèred, and I hope they appear in a clearer light by the 
afſiſtance of this doctrine. But there are other texts Which 
ſpeak of CHR18T as the true GOD, and yet in the con- 
text attribute ſuch properties and characters to him as are 
hard to. be reconciled to pure Dezty ; but are underſtood — 
with the utmoſt eaſe, and the greateſt honour to CHRIST, | 


: by — . his . united to — 
_ 8 The 


ere 


e e e ee 


"HIS dodtrine has not only the ation « 

1 many texts which plainly point it out to the candid 
NC. and the force of many concluſive arguments in its 
favour; but receives additional confirmation from a con- 
ſideration of the manifold good conſequences and various 5 
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The firſt text I ſhall mention of this fort is where the 
the Apoſtle deſcribes CHRIST in the following manner : 
Who is the image of the inviſible GOD, the firſt horn of every 
creature; ; for by him, were all things created that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, wifible and inviftble — all things were 


created by him and for him: and pe is before «ll things, and 
by him all things exiſt: and he is the head of the Po the 
| Church, the ee, the firft born from the dead, that 17 
all things he might have the pre-eminence, for it pleaſed the 
5 father that in Him hor ld all Fullnej« dwwell,* Or as it is ex- 
1 preſſed 1 in another place, for in him dwelleth all the fulneſs 
I of the God. head bodily. T here are ſome things in this dei 
| cription too {ſublime to be applied to any mere creature, as 
his creating and prefer Ying all things. And there are others 
that cannot be applied to pure Deity; as his being the image 
of the in ble GOD, &c. which muſt refer to his creature 
nature in union with Deity. In that ſenſe he 1 18 the bright- 
eſt, faireſt, and moſt glorious itnage of the invitible GOD ; 
and fo he appears to the world of Angels above, and by his 


frequent appearances in. viſible ſhape, became the i e of = 


| the inviſible G 0 D to men. 


{His 18 > als. called, 7 . firſt gern of eve ery. cr reature. It can- 


not be imagined what criticiſm has been uſed to apply thete 
words to the Deity of CuhRISs Tr. How many have laboured 
93 among metaphors to bring out an unuſual ſenſe for them, 
and after all, it is what no perſon can underſtand? But by 
ſuppoſing the er eature nature of CHRIST to exiſt this early. 
then he is properly the Fir born of every creature in tle 


moſt literal ſenſe of the words; which are of the ſame im- 


port with what he literally calls hünſelt, The beginning of _ 
tbe dae of GENS wy 35% 3-20 ie 


Take the. Apoſtles deſcription i in connexion, and he 


gives the reaſon * with propriety, thele * things proper . 


| only 


* Col. i. 1s Chap. ü. 9. Rev. ili. 14. 
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only tr „ Heicy are attributed to him who was the i image of ” 
GOD, For, ſays he, it plea, ſed the Father that in him ſhould 
weil all the, fullneſs of the God Head bodily, The fullneſs 
_of Delty dwelt in his creature nature which exiſted anciently, 5 


and continued to dwell bodily in hifn when he took a body 


of fleſh. Thus it is plain why the ſupreme aud inferior 
attributes were made to the ſame perſon who was poſſeſſed 
of a nature ſuited to each, And there is no other way yet 
deviſed for clearing this matter, but ſuch 48 involve the 7 


whole | in x perplexity, Garknels,. and doubt. 


The moſt feaſible method of rafoaing this caſe is es „ 
5 by thoſe who allow that the ſublime expreffions maſt be 
interpreted of rhe divine nature of CHRIST, but, ſay they, 
it muſt be as united to manhood by way of anticipation, or 
A conjidered in its future union with the man CHRIST JESUS» . 
But why ſhould ſuch a figure as prolepfs be introduced here, 


ſince the real exiſtence of CHRIST“ s creature nature before 


creation. makes all this language of Scripture, in every place . . 
where it is hinted, juſt and plain to the meaneſt capacity 
in the literal ſenſe of the words? And it would ſcem 

| ſtrange, that ſince the words are ſo plain and readily applied 
to their proper ſubject in the literal ſenſe, that the Apoſtles 
ſhould have left this important matter ſo unguarded, as 
never to give the leaſt hint that they were to be underſtood 

in a figurative ſenſe, and were only properly applicable to 

CrnxisT when come in the fleſh. It was not the Apoſtle's 
common method of leaving things ſo ungarded that were 
apt to be miſconſtructed; and I'll venture to affirm, that 
let a man have no other comment but the Bible itſelf, he 
will never conceive from any thing in it, that the words 
need any. other ſenſe put upon them than what they lite- 
rally point out, which is alſo conſiſtent with and explana- 
tory of many other pallages, one of which we ſhall 1 next 
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The firſt text I ſhall mention of this fort 3 18 ; where the only 


the Apoſtle deſcribes CHRIST in the following manner: = 60 

5 Who is the i image of the inviſible GOD, the fir/t born of every „ x 

creature; for by him were all things created that are in heaven, = 0 
_ and that are in carth, ble and invife ble all things were” 1 and 

created by him and for him: and he is before all things, and _ 8. of fl 


by him all things exit: and be is the head of the body the 
Church, the beginning, the firſt born from the dead, that it 
ll things he might have the pre-eminence, for it pleaſed the 
Father that in him ſhould all fullneſs dwell, * or as it is eͤðũ«ę 
preſled 1 in another Place, for in him dwelleth all the fulneſs 
of the God-head bod:ly.. There are ſome things in this deſ- 

0 cription too ſublime to be applied to any mere creature, as 
bis creating and preſer bing all things. And there are others 5 
that cannot be applied to pure Deity; as his being the 1 mage 
of the in wiſh ble GOD, &c. which muſt refer to his creature 

nature in union with Deity. In that ſenſe he is the bright- 
eſt, faireſt, and moſt glorious image of the inviſible GOD; 

and ſo he appears to the world of Angels above, and by his 
ftequent appearances in. viſible ſhape, became the f image. of 
the Inviſible. G O D to men. 
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2 Shs; 18 4110 * 'T bo fr 5 of « 29 very « creature. 1 t can- 
not be imagined What criticiſm has been uſed to apply theſe 
words to the Deity of CHR ST. How many have laboured 
among metaphors to bring out an unuſual ſenſe for them, 
_ and after all, it is what no perſon can underſtand? But by 

_ ſuppoſing the creature nature of CHRIST to exiſt this early, 


ꝙ --:- than he is properly the Fir born of every creature in the 
moſt literal ſenſe of the words; which are of the ſame im- 
1 port with what he literally calls bimſelt, | The beginning of 
= 00 creation. of GOD. |: ; „ | 


"Take the Apoſtles ee in connexion, and he 
5 dires the reaſon VV. with proprietys” thele things proper 
| | only | 


Col. i. 1s Chap. i. 9. Rev. Hi. 14. 
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only t. to Deity are attributed to him who was ; the ! image of e 
600, For, ſays he, it pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould 
5 duell all the, fullneſs of the God-head bodily. The fullneſs 
of Deity dwelt} in his creature nature which. exiſted anciently, 
and continued to dwell bodily in hifi when he took a body 
of fleſh. Thus it is plain why the ſupreme aud inferior 
attributes were made to the ſame perſon who was poſſeſſed 
of a nature ſuited to each. And there is no other way yet 
_ deviſed for clearing this matter, but fuch 48 involve the 
whole: in berplexity, darkneſs, and doubt. 


"The mot: feaſible method of ai this eat is taken 5 
by thoſe who allow that the ſublime expreſfions muſt be 
| interpreted of the divine nature of CurisT, but, lay they, | | 
it muſt be as united to manhood by way of anticipation, o- 
4 conſidered in its future union with the man CHRIS N Jxsus. 1 1 
But why ſhould ſuch a figure as prolepfis be introduced here, 
— lance the real exiſtence of CHRILST's creature nature before 
_ creation makes all this language of Scripture, in every place 
where it is hinted, juſt and plain to the meaneſt capacity 
in the literal ſenſe of the words? And it would ſeem 
ſtrange, that ſince the words are ſo plain and readily applid 
to their proper ſubje& j in the literal ſenſe, that the is PR . in 
| ſhould have left this important matter ſo unguarded, as 
never to give the leaſt hint that they were to be ded 
in a figurative ſenſe, and were only properly applicable to 
_ CuxtsT when come in the fleſh, It was not the Apoſtles 
common method of leaving things ſo ungarded that were 
apt to be miſconſtructed; and I'll venture to affirm, that 
let a man have no other comment but the Bible itſelf, he 
will never conceive from any thing in it, that the words 
need any other ſenſe put upon them than what they lite 
rally point out, which is alſo conſiſtent with and explana- ft 
tory of many other paſſages, one of which we ſhall next _ | 
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In that. Tie ious deſcription. of Cunts in paul s firſt 


chapter to the Hebrews, there are, as in what we have 
been confidering, Ape which are ſufficient evidences 
of his divine nature, but there are others which evidently 
point out an inferior and dependent nature. His laying. 
the foundations of the earth, and the heavens being the 


works of his hands; and upholding all things by the word 


- of his power Are expreſſions which carry in them an Idea 
too ſublime to be applied to any mere created nature. And 
as moſt of theſe words are taken from the cit. Pſalm, and 
: by an Apoſtle applied to Curisr, there is none that can 


reaſonably doubt that he is the Jzuovan, the Gon of 


whom thoſe things are faid by the Pfalmiſt. But his bei ing 
called a Sen, a a begotten Son, implies. derivation and depen- 


dence. The creature nature of Cnxzrsr exiſting by lone 


= peculiar | and immediate manner of creation, formation, or 
derivation from GOD before other creatures were lormed, 
| made and continued in union to Deity, may properly be 
called the Son of GOD; and fil the more ſo if his exal- 
| tation to the office of Me ah as King and Lord of all be 
added to the idea, This at once deſtroys the Arian pre- 
tences againſt his Deity, which they found on the topics 
of argument that have been inadvertantly uſed againft, them, 


viz. the derivation of one perſon from another, in pure 
Deiiy an act of eternal Generation producing a co-efſential, - 
eternal Sen, &c. all which plainly imply a derivation and 


and dependence; and have involved the truth f in darknefs 
. and e difficulties. 


The Apoitle ſays, He 75 the . of glory, 1 — 55 FA 
expreſs i image of his pei Jon, N. B. The word father. com- 
monly put into this text is neither in the original nor in 
the tranſlation. Were I to enter upon a critical conſide- 
ration of met words, * it perhaps would be imagined 

nl that 


® See this in the clear diſplay of the Trinity page 32 1. 
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that I wanted to force them to ſuit my purpoſe, T ſhall 
therefore take them as the ſtand in the Englith Bible, and 
they evidently ſhew tlie plainneſs and propriety of the ſenſe 
I contend for. The creature natur+ of CHNIST was always 
the glaſs through which Deity ſhone with inimitable ſplen- 
dor in all the revealed perfections of it. Thus CHRIST 
was the moſt perfect 7 image of GOD, both in his own na- 
tive excellencies, bearing the neareſt reſemblance to GOD, 
as an only bexotten den; and in his being the brightneſs « of. 
Vis glory; becauſe the perfeQions of GOD ſhone through 
him with more illuſtrious rays than it was poſbble for any 
other creature to >a or tranſmit them, who Was not 
thus united t to Dei! Wu FT 


TA Gar sr is called 3 in one place the image of the inviſible 
GO D; in another the expreſs image of his perſon. Now 
if this is underſtood of his Deity, as it commonly is, be 
muſt be either the image of the divine Eſſence, or of the 
Father” s perſonality. It is 2 contradict ion in terms to ſay a 
So as ſuch, can be the mage of his Father as ſuch. Fi- 
ation is no image of Paternity, We may as well conclude . 
that light is the image of darkneſs. To fay | ne is the image 5 
-of GOD, as 2 Son, and as a Son, he is GOD, is to 
deeſtroy this part of his character altogether, and the ſame _ 
as to ſay, As GO D he 1 is the 1 image of GOD, 1 that 
is, either GOD is the image of himſelf,.—or, one GOD. 
. is the 1 image of aniother,—or 1 in the moſt favourable terms, 
one 3 18 viſible, another is inviſible, | LINDE i 


But things. appear quite in another light when we con- 

8 N unis r as the image of G OD, iſt. A. man; his | 

creature nature being the fir, bet, halieft, and wie of =__ Fo 3 | 

created beings, made like GOD in the greateſt perfection „ | 
2 poſſible for a creature. All the natural and moral perfec- 
tions in the whole creation put together, are not cqual to 
what the creature nature of CHRIST is poſſeſſed of: For inn 
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; all diver he muſt have the pre- eminence.—2. As this Sende 
creature nature is united to Deity: In this reſpect, the per- 
fections of G O D himſelf ſhine through his Son, in the 

moſt reſplendid manner, as EMMANUEL. Here indeed he 

is the brightneſs of glory, and the expreſs | image of the 

Inviſible 60 D.—Here the light of the knowledge of 

the glory of GOD, ſhines in the face of his So JEsuUs 

CrHrisT.—3. He is the image of GOD as he reveals 

CGOD to man, in the character of his ambaſſador and re- 

preſentative: This he did in the whole of the Old Teſta- 

ment Economy, and ſtill more clearly under the New. 
He is veſted with ſovereign power and dominion over all 
things in heaven and earth—is appointed heir and Lord of 
all —king of kings, and Lord of Lords. As Adam in bis 
dominion over the creatures was tlie image of GOD, 
much more is the Son of GOD, the glorious image of 

GOD, in his ſovereign. dominion over the upper and 

lower worlds. Under theſe and ſuch like conſiderations, 5 
we may with propriety learn from the light of revelation, 
the divine beauty that ſhines in this part of (TIDY JN 
filial character, the i image of 8 O D, t our 8 com- 

fort and edification. | 


| The Apoſtle 1 H. was 3 heir af! all 1 5 
60 has an original and eternal right to all things, and 
does not come at it by inheritance, or derivation, much 
leſs by being appointed an heir. Therefore this clauſe muſt 
refer to an inferior nature to Deity. And there are other 
_ expreſſions which muſt refer the fame way, Being made ſo 
much better than the Angels, as, he hath by inheritance obtained 
a more excellent name than they. Thou haſt loved righteouſ- 
neſs and hated iniquity, therefore GOD, even thy GOD, 
hath anointed thee with the oil of gladneſs above thy fellows, 
"Theſe things cannot be ſuppoſed to be ſpoken of Deity, 
"Wh _____ and yet they are ſpoken of CuRIs T before his incarnation, 
=—_ Ss conſequently muſt be ſpoken of him in the character con- 
45 ph tended 
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5 0 BD) 
tended for, The defigny of this chapter is to point out the = 
glories of CngrsT's ancient exiſtence in union with Deity, = 
ande this ſeems plain from comparing him ſo frequently 
with Aupels and ſetting him above them: Now this would 
have been but a diminutive account of Dei," to raiſe it 
above Angelt; but it is a moſt glorious account of his Sw 
ferior nature, as united to Deity, and one with G OD. 
| Now as there are fo many exprefions i in this chapter which 
muſt re fer to an inferior nature to Deity, to apply them in 
that ſenſe makes the whole plain: But when they are all 
applied to Deity, we are embarraſſed with difficulties on all 
ies, eſpecially from the Arians who gain an advantage * 
our attributing things derivative and dependent to Deity, 
and by aſcribing ſome things too low to the Deity of 
; Cunts r, we provide weapons by which they with dexte- 5 _ 
. rity wound he truth. | | | RE 


0s „ ey a 1 is « las in by this doctrine is the 
eight of Proverbs, where it is ſaid, The Loxp poſſe ſed mo® 
the beginning Us his ways, before his works of old: I was fet os 
Up from everlaſting: Before the hills 4 was br pught Forth: 
I was by him, aud was daily his delight. Theſe terms poſe 
1 efſed or acquired, I was ſet up, 1 was brought forth, &c. 
expreſs ſomething inferior to Deity, which is underived | 
and independent: Yet it 1s plain that the deſcription 1 is of 
2 being diſtin from GOD, which is ſtill more manifeſt 
from what is added, I wvas by him as one brought up with - 
him, I was dailu his delight, 1 rejoiced before him, and my 
_ delights were with the ſons of men, Take theſe literally, 
and they muſt mean a real Being diſtin from GOD. _ 
The beſt Critics in the Hebrew language ſay the text reads, 
The Lok poſſeſſed, acquired, or offumed me the beginning 
F bis ways, Which, leads directly to this interpretation, 
I ets 8 : That 


7 The wed in thould not be in the text. 
7 Prov. viii. 22, Ke. 


6 


ö That Junovai acquired, aſſumed, or poſſe ed himſelf = 
the Creature nature of CHRIST as the beginning, head and 
foundation of all his works and ways, both of Creation 


DO and Providence, hence he 3s called the beginning or Heud of 


5 the creation of GOD. * If! it be taken in this ſenſe nothing 
is more plain; whereas if it be underſtood in any other. 
there are fuch numbers of figures to be uſed as render the 
ſubject dark; beſides iny wolving it in end ls criticiſms | 
about words. + 2 a 


1 know that the as in \ this hap 1 are "held up. by 
many, even learned men, as ample proofs of CHRIST'sx 
proper Deity. But my wonder has ceated concerning a 
Afrianiſi prevailing ſo much among us, fince 1 found ſuch 


weak, inconſiſtent, and ſelf-contradiftory methods uſed to = 
defend Cnrrsr's Divinity, Going to this chapter to prove 5 


what they call the co- eternity and c0- Hentialig of CnrIsT 
with the Father, is magifeſtly giving the cauſe to Arians, + 
which is matter of triumph to them, makes them reſt 
more fatisfied with their own opinions, and ugh at the : 
wile of their teeblc oppoſers. 


The word i in thi text which we have poſe rd, 3 is ee 
created by the Septuagint, and many of the Critics both 
ancient and modern. It is rendered ſo by clie Aſſembly's 
Annotations on Col. i. 15. Conſequently the ſpeaker in 
the paſſage ſays, Jerovan CREATED ME THE BEGIN. | 
NING OF HIS WAY, &c.. hence he 1s und: the beginning 
| | or 


* Rev. iti. '7 


+ The learned Dr Knight geh this birth of drvine 1 is 
her coming forth into a human figure and ubſüſtence, or her entrance 
into the ſubllance of the firlt created nature, (that is, the /ozz. of 
 CartsT) at the moment of its creation. By this means the word 
as man became the head of mankind, who were to. be made by him 
after his image and likeneſs; and as fir./t begotten, he had the right 
of primogeniture or government over the nennen on 
| Witten p. 108, 1805 . He 7” 


ED > (1 
or ef of the creation of COD ,—the fo] a4 20 Cl — 5 


| creature. 


The phraſes ſetting up —poſſe/eng creating bringing 
forth, &c. tut 10 very u with the fac ourite NIN. That 
Cusrsr ts 4 SON as he 1s Gon-that he was GOTTEN as 
he 1s a DivINE PERSON, — hen applied to it, that they 
totally deſtroy the Fc tant article , faith mojt ſurely to be 
believed, as a modern Divine exproſſes it. 1 know not 
whether this paſſage agrees any better with the above ſeni- 
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ment, than with their 8 WhO would prove from it, 1 hat N 


. Cuxisr 8 humanity \ 18 as an cient as his Deity, confequerit!; 1Y > 
they find here an elernal, res ted creature. Tho? the num- 


ber ot wm be much e the opinion of theſe i iS NO o lels ” 
X abſurd. 1 „ 


"Many think that the Pint here are to > be meant of 4 


accree or purpoſe, Let fuch read the text w ithout prejudice, N 


when they will. ſee that the language of Curr whit 8 


7 affirms his real and actual exiſtence, and that the Whole 
ſcope of the paſſage is to that purpoſe. If all be only decree 
and purpoſe, then Angels good and bad, men righteous and 
wicked, yea the bea ſts of the field may all hold the ſame _ 
: language, and apply the whole to themſelves : in this aecr 7 
tive ſenſe; —but how abſurd is the thought ! yet it is a 
5 neceſſary conſequence of the other. Fs his 8 is a te- 
velation of CHRIST as the wiſdom of GOD, andis 


ſpoken of in the active voice, as ejoicing and delighting, Ke. 
| which e cannot be ſaid of a non-entity.. 


" "The -- 


| „ "Tho! the Hebrew languaze fornetimes appel the e of 

5 Deity, by (ay ing before the mountains and the hills, &c yet fince the 

 ereature nature of CakisTt was the firlt of the works or ways of 
_ GOD revealed to us, this manner of expreflion as applied to him, 
Which it certainly is in this paſſuge, particularly and expreſly deſcribes 
. the date of his exiſtence to be before”the world was made, which is 

all that language is capable of on ſuch a ſobject, as there is no prior 

date to denominate the beginning of his exiſtence ; yet it does no! 
| infer it is co-equal and co-eternal with Deity, 
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The Seipel import of the word fer up here, is equilly 
unfavourable in the application of it either to Deity or a 
decree, It muſt ſignify pouring out or anointing, as it is 
derived from the word that ſignifies poured out: And in the 
ſecond Pſalm the word is from Naſuc, anointed; *I have 
anointed him to be my king upon Zion.“ Now it cannot. 
25 be ſaid of Deity, that it was poured out or aninted—and 
none will be fo abſurd as to ſay that nothing was anointed — 
Thus it is plain, chat this paſſage is entirely void of every 
idea that has been fixed upon it by figures or my/teries, (tht 
only remedies in ſuch caſes of diſtreſs) which can never be 1 
accommodated or explained on ſuch principles; and that 
the plain meaning lies upon the face of the text, which 
every man may underſtand and apply, with the peculiar ad- 
voantages of giving glory to his all gracious REDERMER, . 
and getting edification and comfort to his own foul, 


8 It would prove lions to be Ih particular on every text 
chat comes under this head, I hall therefore claſs them as 
| they appear to be ſimilar in this argument. If the true 
 ſferipture dog rine of CuxIs T' S SONSHIP were believed and 
= underſtood, as it refers to his creature nature appointed 0 
; the ſacred office of the Mess1Aan, we would then have the 
moſt certain, as well a8 the moſt evident and eaſy inter- 
pretation of many texts in the New Teſtament which have 
been involved in darkneſs and difficulty, and have given 
our Divines ſo much anxity in the immenſe pains they have 
taßgen to explain them, and reconcile them to the Deity of 
CHyrisrT. I ſhall mention a few of theſe texts. The Sov 
can do nothing of himſelf. Hut of that day znoweth no man. 
ne. ther the Angels in heaven, nor the SON, but the Father = 
5 The! he were a SON, yet learned he obedience by the thing 
Ei. 5 which be ſuffered. This refers to what was ſaid immediately 
1. Is before, Thou art my SON this day have begotten thee, 
Then as the SON —.— _ 15 be froſt unto hum that put 
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2 ike: wil Mw that GO D may ze all i 1 ell * 
Theſe expreſſions ſound very harſh when applied to Bug, 
except it be ſuch a Deity as the Arions allow to CHRIST; 
and indeed the forcing theſe and dich texts into a cauſe 
which they cannot prove has furnithed the enemies of 
Cuntsr's proper Deity with weapons by which chey de- 
fend themſelves, and overturn even better arguments, 
a which are ſo far weakened as they are connette > with 
others which cannot with any Pre 2 be ie e to 
8 the beet. 1 


"When Cas 181 7 My figs is & eater that FA to ap- | 
ply the ſonſhip implied to his Deity, is plainly to make 4 
greater and leffer GOD. And ſhould it be applied to him, 
as a mere common man, ſuch as the people then ſaw him, 
and whom they thought, began to exiſt 33 years before, 5 
the expreſſon loſes all the ſpirit, beauty and energy; as it 
could not be thought worthy of obſervation, that GOD 
Was greater than a man. But if it be applied to his glorious HET 
creature nature in union with Dei, which is the higheſt 
exaltation of creature nature, it carries in it a grand idea; 
and by it he you: a more ſablime_ honour io GO = his 


Father. PN 


hy this key are ; ality opened all the Scriptures how the : 
I or or GOD is repreſented, either as receiving or uveſt- 
ed with ſublime powers from GO D, or as bearing any 
inferior characters, and have all a moſ: natural and eafy 
explication. Only the reader will obſerve, that ſometimes 


N are applied to his creature nature Confidered as diſ- 


tinct from Deity, ſometimes as in union with Deity, and 
that either in irs exiſtence before incarnation, or in its in- 
carnate ſtate, juſt as the context requires. Both natures 


have their part in man's redemption, and are diſtinguiſhed 


in re, by ſome af which relate more 1 | 


9 So v. 19. Matt. i. 36,—Mark xiü. lee. 1. 8. 
v. 1.—1 Cor. XV 28. Sg 
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perly to tlie one nature, ſome to _ other, and ſome in- 
cluding both natures united. It would be too long to give 
examples of each and explain them, nor is it neceſſary as 
the key is given that will open them as they occur, and 
make the way eaty for every unlearwed chriſtian, to obtain 
the true and genvine ſenſe, of not only the texts I have 


cited,” but of many others, yen it opens and elucidates the 
| character of Custom i in the WII ole of div. ne revelation, | 


LY 


CZ There. is "ative peculiar advantiae that attends the 
= right underſtanding and belief of this doctrine. It diſco- . 
vers many.beauties and proprieties of expreſfon! in revela- 
tion, and caſts a particular luſtre upon many paſſages, 235 
whoſe juſtneis and beauty were not before. nor could upon 5 
5 bt: other 225 of interpretation, be oblerved. 5 


| i When man is aid to \ be cr 7 in the image of Gad, „ : 
1 it refers to the creature nature of CHRIST in union with 
Dei. And whatever diſtant reſemblance any thing in man 
had to the diviue nature, ſtill it muſt be included nn. 
CHRIST as the image after which he was made, for he alone 
is the fir, the beſt and me/? perfect image of GOD. Here- 
by CnrIsT has the honour of being ſet up as the faireſt 
image of GOD, and the grand pattern of GOD's greateſt | 


work in creation, even man Who \ WAS made after his like- : 
: neſs. 1 . 


N 15 all theſe Scriptures white G 0 Di is g aid to grieve, 
repent, be angry, come down from heaven, fland, ſpeak, re. 
reve and aſſume to himſelf many of the ations and paſſions 5 
of human nature, we are commonly taught to believe and 
explain them as mere figures of ſpeech, employing hu- 
man expreſſions to repreſent divine actions. But by ſup- 

poſing Deity united to the creature nature of Cuxlsr, theſe 
exprefions may be taken in a literal ſenſe, as there is a2 
ſubject to which they may be properly applied ; and as he 
is 5 truly GOD by v virtue of this union, there is no impro- 
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4 repenting,—and foch lik c, were it not but that the divine 


perſon intended was to take or him the nature herein 
. fuch affections do dwell.” Still this makes tle whole 
of thoſe paſſag iges figurat ve, and muſt be underſtood prolep- 


rically; while: the other method makes them all clear at 


once, and ſhine in their own native. beauty, without the. -- 


| MP of ſo many! human figures, , 


3. TW ho ö aſſumed a human ſhape and appeared ſo often 
in the Od Tefament is expreſſly called a Man ; and yet 
this glorious appearance is called GOD, and the Lok p 
: Jugov aul. It was a man wreſtled with Jacob. A nan 
appeared o Manoah, and gave himſelf the name of wonder 
ul, which! is one of the names that Lſaiah gives to CHE. IST. 5 
Ezekiel ſaw a throne in 2 viſion and the W of 2 : 
man above.— The fourth i in N ebuchadnezzer” r's furnace Was 
a man. — A man commanded Gabriel to ſhew Daniel the 


viſion.— He ſaw a certain man clothed in linen, whoſe 
loins were girt with gold - 


* 15 any y object, That a human fuk wal 15 not a man 1 anſwer, that 
a human ſoul may be called a man with as much propriety as CHRIST. 
is called an Angel. But if this is reckoned inſufficient; I hope it 18 
undeniable, that a human ſoul can be more properly called a man, 
than pure Derry can be called a hm Bur this they are obliged to 
ſay, who will not allow the c eature, nature of CHRIS r to be under- 
ſtood in ſuch paſſages. Beſides, thoſe who are ſo fond of many 


figures may allow one in this caſe which is as common as any one in 


Scripture, viz. Synecdoche, which puts a part for the whole. And 


This is the more reaſonable, as the /e is the chief part of the nan. 
I the Holy Ghoſt knows what propriety of ſpeech means, a /out 
may be called a »an.—l[ knew a MAN in CHRIS T—= whether in the 


| body, I cannot felt; or whether” out of the body, I cannot ell. W hat 
was 


* wt 


5 pier in hing or GOD did t neſe things. The great 5 
Dr Owen aſſerts. That it had been moſt abſ urdl to bring 
„ in GOD under p perpetual Anthropopathics, as grieving, 


The fame dreſs in which 
| CunisT appeared to * And it is more than probable 
that the Angel who 1 is called GOD, commonly appeared to 
the  patriarchs in the form of a man *. There: is no diffi- 
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culty in opening up the Ec of all theſe and fimiler 
| | texts by our key but one, vis. Where did Car 1ST get a. 
RE boqy for his foul to appear in? I know two ways by which 
RE... this may be reſolved. Firſt, The great Theanthropes or 
„ff God-mer put on 4 human ſhape frequently as a preludium, 
2 ER figure, and propheey of his own incarnation in due time. 
; 1 1 8 5 Secondly, That the foul of Curr before it took real 
£8 Meſh, or the body that Was prepared and fuited for his 
| ate of humiliation, had a habitation ſuited to * e 
ſtate, and capable of being viſible as he pleaſed, are 5 
8 5 ſure that his reſurrection body was of this fort, as it 1 
. 2 appeared, and when the ſhort work was over it in- 
tantly diſappeared. 7 And it is likely the ſpiritual bodies of 
7 ſaints after the reſurrection, when they ſhall | be falnioned 5 
like unto CnkIs r' 8 glorious body, Will be of this tn: 
fleſh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of G 0 D. — "= 
C No any of theſe may be admitted without injury to th 5 5 
. ßʒOʒ doctrine itſelf: though the laſt, Wbich has certainly been 5 
V leaſt thought of, ſtands moſt clear of figure, and leads to an 
eaſy and literal "ng of. all the appearance of. CUR: 'L of 
wy before his incarnation, | RR 


. 4 In Zechariali we find the man Cunrsr ied the 5 
l bn 2 . | 1 58 neighbour 4 G 0 D, or the man who 75 near "to him, | Awake, | 


was this MAN that was Aber in or out of the buds; but the rational - 
foul of Paul? lf any thing eiſe, let the objectors anſwer z— till then, 
: | C reſt ſatisſied. that the Apoſtle by the Holy Ghoſt cails his 
LEE © $0VLa MAM- 1 he fame perſonal language is uſed of the / in 
1 8 0 many texts. for ioltance, Job ſays, chap viii. 11) Thow haſt clothed 
R | ME with ſhin and fleſh, and halt fenced E with bones and  finews. 
"1 En - Who i ibis E here chat Job ſpeaks of? Surely the rational ſoul of © 
' | - aj Fob But we may aft. whether a fh may not exiſt as well b:fore 
WR | it bas a body, as after it. has parted fron: the body 2 If it cannot ex- 
. N it before, how can it exiſt after? The Scriptures are as clear that 


* 
= > 
A 


4 | CuRr1s1's Soul exiſted before he took fleth and blood, as that Souls 
* exiſt after they are ſeparated trom the bod y; ; and io deny the former 

3 3 upon the principles of the objection, is in effect to ſay, That there 

5 | are neither men nor women in heaven or hell while tueir bodies ar: 


— 
8 
A bl 


in the grave -— Thus it is plain, chat! in every pole of view, this | 
objeQion falls to the ground, 1275 


— * — 
— 
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„ ** 
| QA ford. againf my ſhe herd, and axainft the man who 4 is my 
Helle or neightour, faith. the LORD of Bg. u The word 


which is rendered my fellow, Never ene any ſort of 55 
equality. but conjundlion, nearneſs, vr eig hbur ho. It is 


| rende: ed neighbour in ſeveral planes. It: denotes the man 
that was with GOD, or near ta G O D, by the intimate 
union of the creature nature wich Deity, and was the ſhep- 
herd of the flock of GOD, or Iſrael's keeper in all ages. 
1 he vulgar Latin renders it Cohen tum mihi, cleaving. 


to me, and on account of the facred union may e properly 
9 9 8 my tad | TE ” 


This doc ine 5 ws the native e beauty of all ches e texts 


where GOD calls himſelf the Shepherd of Hrael,. And 


ſo of arg that give that title to CHRIS T in the Old 


I anne He Pall feed hts Hoch like a hepherd, He all 


i gather the Lond bs with his arm, and carry them in his beſom.+ 


Ibis is 2 propacey of Can ts T, tho' he is called the Logp 


Goo in the toregoing verie. This language has a peculiar ; 
propriety in it, when we e the creature nature of 
CHrIST united to Deity, acting the part of A ſhepherd to 


5 the Fo ewifh nation, lead! ng them through the wilderneſs like a 


Flack, and watching over them in the land of Canaan. How 
beautiful! is the idea of Scripture pr pheey and hiſtory | in the 
Old and New JVeſtaments, with one voice appropriating 


this office to CHRIST? Says the Prophet from GOD, 


IJ will ſet up one /be pherd over them, and he fall feed them, 
&. Says CRIST, I am the good Shepherd. And Peter 
1s BY his maſter's voice, and calls him the chief Shepherd, 
the Biſhip of Souls. How clear then is the evidence 


that the creature nature of Cunts exiſted before, when 


the Scripture. takes ſuch care to uſe human language, to 
__ expreſs his offs ices, as well as his per ſon and ac ions Po wut 


this wall be further clear when we conſider— 


* 


„ . . 1 


3 Zech. xiii 7. 4 Eſa. l. 11. 
+ Ezech, xzxive 23. John x. 14. 1 Pet, i ii, XX Vo and . 4 
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F. That this doQrine affords a plain reafon why he is 
called CHR1eT or the Messran, in many places which 
repreſent tranſactions before his incarnation, to ſhew that 
this perſon was anointed to his offices of old. Neither Jet us 
. ge CURIST as fome of them ( Tjraelites) tempted win, and 
were deftroyed. G O D created all things by Jzsvs CARS 
| Coe was given vs in CrrsT before the world began—- 
Searching what manner of time the ſpirit of CHRIST, which. 
was 1n the Prophets, did fi ignfy, when it teflified before hand 
the ſufferings of CRI IBV which alſo he (CurrsT) 
| went and preached into the ſpirits in prijon, which were diſ- 

cebedient in the days of Noah Moses eſtcemed the repr oach of | 

CurrsT greater riches than the treaſures cf Egypt.* The 

word Cunisr, Which 1s the {ame with MrsstAft or 


AxoinrEp, imports his human nature in an eſpecial men- 


ner For there is one Mediator between GOD end men, 
the Man Curr Jes vUs.+F The manhood i 15 eminently 


— repreſented. in the perſon of the Mediator, tho” Deity . 
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being united, ee all his actions infinitely efficacious 5 
. and powerful. e 


1 the juſt onkilantion of this 3 of the creature © 


mature of- CarisrT being anciently united to Deity, we 
have a fair and rational account why GOD himſelf was 


called the King of Iſrael, and took upon him the political 1 


government of that peculiar nation; and why the Mzss1I- 

An had alſo this tie given him, The King of the Fews. 

All the numerous expreſſions which relate to both theſe are 

naturally juſt, when we conſider CHRIS in both natures 

becoming a patron and protector of the holy feed, aſſuming 
the Jews above all other nations into a peculiar relation to 
himſelf. Therefore he ſays, He come to his oron, — his 
OWn property or, poſſeſſion, and ſubjects, bt his own 

(Jews) received him not. 


„Cor. x. 9. Eph. it. 9. VVV 
5 le 9. 2 Tim. 14 9. 1 Pet. 1. 11. — iii. 19. 
Heb. xi 16. P 2 e 9 i 1 as 9. 
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Canrsr was the 1 or anointed king p the 
Jorith Church. and nation through all the ages of that eco- 
nomy And in obedience to the will of his heavenly | 
Father, and in compaſſion to finful men, he took fleſh and 
dwelt among them, but Was diſow ned, ſcourged, and cru- 
 cified by his rebellious ſubjects. This lays i juſt founda- 
tion for the «extent of his kingdom and government over all "Ing 
a churches and Kingdoms upon his liniſhing the great .. 
of men's {al vation. He then became Lonp over all things : 8 
1 heaven and in earth he got the heataen for his inhe- _ 
ritance, and uttermoſt parts of the carth for his poſſeſſion— _ 
be was then King of kings, and Lord of lords, and Printe | 
of the kings of the earth. Tho' ſome of theſe titles may a og 
be thought too high for any creature nature,. they are t 
| 1o to him who is GOD as well as man—GOD manifeſt - : 
in the fieſh, His cxaltation as man after his ſufferings, 
gives him a greater participation of, and r nearer reſemblanee 
"0 avine honours. 1 


—— —— 
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5 By bis extended: reign he ane the works « of the Do 
2a, vil, —caſts out the prince of this world ,—deftroys his do- 
minion among the nations, as well as in the ſouls of men 
| who be ſubjects to his government Demons or evil angels i 
vrho by permiſſion were worſhipped, and had dominion oer 
| heathen nations, are diſpoſſeſſed of their government, and 
made ſlaves to his ſovereign will. What a glorious ſcene 5 
thus opens upon tlie fair interpretation of a few texts, 
what an amazing proſpect of CHRIS T's victory over the 
Devil ?— What a magnificent view may we take by this 
glaſs, of the Aſcention and Exaltation of our bleſſed Savi- 
dur ?—How gloriouſly does the Gop-MAN CHRIST JESUs, | 
who in ancient ages was the king of Iſrael, aggrandize and 


extend his preſent title and nin en as s King of nations 
and Lord of all! | 


This 1 gives a fair idea of theſe texts in which - 
GOD is Haig to create all things by A Cunier, . 
| | not. | 


in 
| 
i . 
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8 not merely by his Ain power, but e ond dared a8 Gob-x AN, 
and called by the name Jxsus Ettnisr. W is a very 


nice point: It is eaſy to err here. Creation work, is cer- 


tainly divine work, the prerogative of Deity. Creature 
nature cannot poſſeſs this power. | Conſequently wh 
CnrisT is faid to create, it is a maniſeſt proof of his being | 
80D. Tho! his creature nature in itſelf could do nothing 
in creation, yet as united to Deity, it might have the ſame 
paart in creation, that bis human nature had in working 
miracles, and both in regard to ſpeaking the words, and _ 
volition of the ſoul. For he often wrought. miracles with- 
out ſpeaking words. And tho” the will of his creature na- 
ture might have no more influence in cauſing creatures to 
exiſt, than his tongue had in the miracles he wrought, yet 
GOD may be as well faid, to create all things by Jesus 
: Cn R18T, as he wrought miracles by him; and JESU 
Cunisr may be properly called the creator, as Deity war 
united with his creature nature and performed the work, 
which honour is not given to. > any but the man JES 8 
5 Cunisr. 1 


But tho“ there may be ſome difficulty in conceiving this 


matter ariglit by reaſon of our limited capacities, yet if we 
ſuppoſe CnRIsT to have no creature exiſtence till he appeared 
in fleſh, it is impoſſible to make any ſenſe at all of ſueß 
5 paſſages. | This made the great Dr Goodwin, who was no 
friend to this doctrine, ſay, That Chriſt was ſome way 
the inſtrument as God-man of the creation as well as 
actually of redemption.—If he were at all to be made a 
creature, it was his due perſonal privilege to have been ” 


« firſt himſelf made, and himſelf to have been God's 


« inſtrument in creation, and to have uttered theſe words 
which were ſpoken by God, Let there be light. 7" at - 


can any imagine that the actual exiſtence of his creature na- 
ture could impair the duencſs of this privilege? And I 


am ſure, there is evidence for his being the fir/t Born of the 


creation; but I {ee none, that it /orld hs been ſo, and 
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for good reien this right Was ſuſpended 4009 years, which Re 


; is the Dr's opinion of che matter. 


x ſhall only add one confideration,” more on this head: 
A I ſubmit to the judgment of thoſe. who ſtudy the. | 

5 Scriptures with attention. L think this doctrine fairly exð1a 
palains the import of theſe queſtions put by Eliphaꝝ to Job. 85 
Art thou the fir? man that was born? Faſt thou made before Ds 

the hills? Haſt thou heard the ſecret of GOD? And oft 0 

' thou reſtrain wiſdom to thyſelf x Theſe four queries if pro- 
perly rendered, as they are by the ſeptuagint, and which 
. the original plainly favours, will be a cles proof for the. 
doctrine we contend for. Art thou the firſt that Was born Fo 
i. e. Wa % thou born the 2 man ? or Art thou that primitive 
: ſpirit 9: Which 1s the ſame with what i 13 faid of CHRIST, | . 
a I born Y "wy creature. : 1 bo 


Woh how mould; Joes i the Bits ,” We know 1 was 
made after the hills; but the firſt man the Mei ah ſpeaking 
of himſelf fays, Before the hills was born, or brought 

Heorib. In the original they are the very {ame words with 

ſtmoſe in J4b, except the firſt pegs: tor the ſecond. The | 


i conclufon is Plain.— 


bi - PR heard the Fe f GOD? 1. 0. Dil GoD 5 
by: the as a counſellor ? But the Meſſiah is called by way of 

' eminence THE CoUnsELLOR, or as the Septuagint, The 
Angel of the great Coed to whom 8 0 1 laid, Let * 


1 make m man. 


And deft FU 0 aide to thyſelf ® - Does all is 


5 bien dwell in thee? But in the Melſiah are hid all the 


treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, All theſe queries plainly 
refer to ſuch a wonderful Being; a glorious and firſt created 


 lyman nature as the Meffiah is, when interpreted in their 


| SIDE OO moſt 


Job. xv. ). 


+ Col i. 13. { Prov. vii. 25. 
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+ ſimple meaning 9. and what 4s moſt contiſtent Witt, 


ther Scriptures.” „„ 0 
Thus 1 think it is plain that this doftrine has theſe) tuo 
advantages, That it exp/ ains and reconciles many dark and diff. 
cult paſſages of 8 Scripture i= And that it caſts a new luſire { 
upon other texts, 20h beauty, Juſlneſs, and propriety wore ; 
not befare fo much obſerved. We hall. now mention | ſome 1 
1 other advantages which attend it, 15 | 1 
3. 7 dine ply 498 e the e pen ſonal 8 and diguit y.. : 
e our Lorp 150 sos CArIST, of whom we never can have t 
too high an eſteem. —This doctrine admits and confirms 2 
all the honours paid to him by other hypotlieſes, and add: 5 
FUF; ddther honours to him. It allows him alt. e ſupreme F 
ä dignity and perfection of Deity, with the titles and attri- E 
Fn 1 5 butes by virtue of the perſonal union, and it much better \ 
Fi Sn | ſecures and maintains the honour of his Deity, by guarding 0 
it trom thoſe inferior attributes and characters, which other- 
8 Viſe muſt be aſcribed to it before his appearance in feſh ; _ I 
A = all this it doth by propoſing a nature below Deity, Which 10 
evidently - 4 fitter 90 of thole attr ributions. 1 
l . It allows ww al the honed and peculiar preroga- 1 
1 tives of his conception, and the birth of his body, upon 1 
—_— which account, among others, he was called the S9n of ⸗ 1 


God. lt ſuppoſes his creature nature to be 2 moſt illuſ. : 
trous ſpirit, in glorious exiſtence long before his incarna- i 
: tion, the firſi-born of the creation of GOD ,—preſent wih 1 
600, ſurveying and approving of his works of creation, : 
—employed in adorning and diſpoſing the various parts ot 
the new ereated world, fo far as any thing below pure 
Deity could poflibly be employed | in fuch e a work. 


4 - 1 ” 1 Pa wx ©. bo 
6 4 2 oy * Foy 
s o ew 83 p 


Should any "TY that this doctrine raiſes his creature natsre 
as high as the 4rians have raiſed the notion of their £9g95 
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| or” Sou! if Cnr) , "which they ſuppoſe to be the ſublimeſt . 


8 nature he Nas, and call it his GOD-VEAD, or Divinit ty. 


3 Here it may bs readily Altec Thy not take in all 
the advantages which the 4r:ans ſo much boaſt of, and 


thereby ſupport our own faith more honourably? What 


18 true in their ſchieme is not to ve rejected becauſe they | 
uſe it to à bad purpoſe, or add what is falte to it. By 
taking this we bereave their ſcheme of. its faireſt allurements 
and ſtrongeſt ſupports, by which they gain mo e advantage 
than by any other thing in their hypotheſis. What if we 


adva nice the creature nature of CuxisT 28 nigk as their 


: Logos? Jet whilſt we maintain that true and proper 

= Deity belongs to the Lonp Jesvs CurrsT, to anſwer the 
many divine no meg, 7 tles, attributes, opper ati Ons and worſhip, = 
which are aſcribed to him in Scripture, we can be in no 


danger of compliance wich the Arian error, which attri- 


butes all cheſe divine characters to the man he HRIST "FEB sus 18 


as a cx eaturs, and denies. his union to Deity, 


| honour to the man whom GOD delights to honour, and 


in whom Deity dwells bodily : And while it wonderfully 
exalts our eſteem of the created nature d CHRIST, it does 
not diminiſh the leaſt 3 ol honour: Ir adoration due to 


his DerTy. 35 ZF 


"IF. 


This dofrine ſheds a new glory up n the /at:sfadfion and "I 
atonement of CurIsT, as it renders hm ſo much the fitter 


to undertake that great, glorious, and dreadful work. 
The more glorious we make his creced nature, the more 


fit he was to become ſurety for ſiners, and his life was 
the more valuable facrifice to redem millions of ſouls, 


and 


2 . os 
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What injury can any c one ſuppoſe i jt can TH to lie e, e 
—what hurt can it do to the goſpel of Cur1 T, to {ſuppoſe 5 

| his creature nature to be as glorious and ſublime a Being as g 
any thing can be that is not GO D? This is doing 


of. — 
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"nnd 2 Etter price to ranſom multitudes from death, This 
does not in the leaſt militate againſt the infinite value of 
his merit in ſuffering for the infinite offences of mankind, 
ariſing from the union of his created nature with Deity; but 
rather illuſtrates this ancient and glorious union, fo neceſ- 
ſary, ſo precious a conſideration i in the great work of man's 

| Ane by CHRIST. | 


4 F . that this dofirins claims. is, 


7 That it greatly maguiſies the felf-demial and the condeſeendin,; q 
love of our Load JEsUs Carrsr, in his ſlate of humiliatior 

and death ;—it caſts a thouſand rays of glory upon all the ſcenes 
— ; his humbled fate; — it makes his ſubjection and bene ks 

5 will of GOD appear much more Huſirious, and his: 
charity and compeſſio on to perifhing MARLIN: fone ina We 7 

- fur . Hgbt.. 1 


Ge of his glorious being, the only begotten Son of 


1 veſted with ſuch dignity before the creation of the 
World, united to Deity, adored by Angels, appearing 1 | 
he form of GOD, with rays of divine majeſty, —govern- 15 
ing the nation of Iſrael, the church of GOD in former 

ages -—Bchold this holy, this happy Being deſcending from oo 

: heaven to rake upon him,. not fleth only, but the Jen, 

_ of sol feb —uniting himſelf to animal nature in 
mean and deſpicable circumſtances, actually, really, and 5 

ſenſibly fealing the hardſhips of preſſing poverty and oW 
eſtate |-—See that illuſtrious Being who had been ſurrounded 12 7 


with miniſtering Argels for many ages one higher than 


Angels, and every ceated power, — coming into our world _ 
with all the marks o; poverty and meanneſs—made a 0. 
lower, or for a little ubile lower than Angels by being cor. 


fined to fleſh and blocd—lower than the common ranks o 


men, brought forth n a ſtable beſide the ox and aſs, —— 


united to the fleth anl limbs of an helpleſs infant, wray- 
in ſwaddling d =p] laid to ſleep in iN a manger Tee the 
| | gloric u. 8 
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N loriows Spirit repleniſned with all the rreafures 97 wiſdom 
aud knowledge, crampt and confin'd in its operations by the 
feeble engine of the body of a babe, willingly ſubmitting 
to have a veil caſt over its intellectual! qualifications, and _ 
recover ideas by human deprecs : for the child JESUS grew ig 
in wiſdom and knowledge, as he grow in : /iature !—Contem- _ 
plate | this moſt excelhent Bein g who was with GOD when 
he built the heavens, and iazd, Let there be light, the firſt. 
among the Sons of GOD who ſhouted tor joy when he 


laid the foundations of the ear th. -:Behold him now endu- 
ring all the feeble and innocent frailties of an infant-ſtate, 


wearing the years of child- hood among the poor and neceſ- 
fitous children in the lower ranks of life the reputed on 
of a Carpenter - ſubject to his earthly parents —ſweating and ; 
toiling for daily bread—ipending thirty years in mean ob- 
_ feurity |——- Confider this ancient Ornament of heaven, 2] 
the brighteſt created Spirit there, the delight of GO D, : 
who rejoiced in his preſence before the earth was made,— 
| he who had lived 4000 years in the midſt of divine x09 : 
; dors — attended with the Chariots of GOD and the 
| Legions of Angels at Sinai, when in tremendous Majeſty 
and terror he delivered the law.— Trace him now wander- 
ing through the villages, hungary, thirſty, weary—travel- 
ing on foot to preach the goſpe), attended with poor fiſher- 5 
men, —abuſed, reproached, and called a blaſphemer, a 
devil, by thoſe he came to ſave—arraigned at the e 
tribunal, and condemned to the ſhameful croſs as a ſcan- 
dalous male factor — dee the ancient, original King of, 
| Thael who had David, Solomon, and all their race as his 
deputies: Now crowned with thorns inſtead of glory: the 
| faireſt image of G O D, ſcourged, buffeted, nailed to the 
curſed tree between two thieves, —his hands and feet 
1 pierced, limbs ſtretched out in grievous torture, —himſelf 
 groaning, expiring in blood and anguiſh !—-—Behold the 
original favourite of GOD forſaken in the dreadful hour 
of darkneſs —aſfaulted wy te armies of hell with rage, im- 


pudence 
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pudence and horrid temprations—the 925 of the Jewiſh 
rapbble— a ſacrifice to the fury of men—and the arrows of 
divine juftice— amazed with inward agonies—his ſoul ex- 
ceeding ſorrowful even unto death—the ſword of Jentovan 
awakened againſt the ſhepherd of Iſrael, the man that was 
| his neighbour, his companion before Angels exiſted think 
of this holy ſoul juſt departing, driven ont of the ſacred 
. manſion of fleſh, the body prepared for him by G O 1, 


all by the force of exquiſite torments-—banjſhed out of the 


world by the very criminals, the mercileſs rebels for whoſe 
falvarion he came to dwell in it !— Collett the aſtoniſhing 
ideas together, ſurvey them in one view, and who can 
help crying out, O how divinely e glorious was the Wye. of-- 
GOD in parting with ſuch a Sow from his boſom ! —— 
How amazing was the condeſcention and felf- genial of 
the glorious. Saviour in giving himſelf for us finners W 
How inimitable his holy ſubmiſſion to his father's will! — 
His zeal for his father's glory, and his God-like charity 
and compaſſion. to rebel men How aſtoniſhing is the 
thought when we conſider his holy, happy ſoul, in the ex- 5 
alted ſtate of glory, foreknowing and ſurveying all theſe 
humbling circumſiances, | Wande agonies and deaths, 
and yet cheerfully reſolving to deſcend into fleth, and en- 
dure all for the redemption of ſinners, becauſe it was the 
will of G O D; to what an unconceivable beight of ſacred 
amazement doth this raiſe all the wonders of his painful 
life and powerful love Ho doth it awaken all that is 
tender in the boſom of the Chriſtian, and penetrate the 


heart and foul with divine affection and gratitude to the. 
Sox of G O D his T0 Savicur ! f 


This idea of the 1670 of B anſwers to ol fab. 
lime characters which the Apoſtle gives it. It is a love 


that hath lengths and breadths, heights and depths 1 n it; _ 


In a love that poſe knowledge! 


But 
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But if we hall 0 to the common o opinion, that he was 
merely born, and trained up for this great ſervice without 


his own previous confent, we at once loſe ſight of his ad- 


mirable condeſcenſion in acceptipg the bali bloody 
terms ſo cheerfully his profound humility and abſolute 
ſubmiſſion and obedience to his father's will—his unſpeak- 

able love to ſinful miſerable men | 


Should it be ſaid, ior mol part. of this repre efent tation 15 5 


tue in feme |, ſenſe, if we only ſuppoſe the Deity of ] KE S US 


C HH R 1 ST exifted before his mncear ne ton, and conſenting that 
his buman nature ny faffer all this, 95 „ . 


| EY may be replied, That many of cheſs things by the 
help of tropes and figures, may be ſaid concerning mne 


Deity of Cnklsr, or GOD manifeft in the Je. -— Bat 


ne will find that ſuch a ſentiment Fenifics only GOND's 
will that the man CHRIST. ſhould {uffer theſe ſorrows ; | 
ard that the man Jus vs paſi eln confonted to Juffer them 


OL. when it was ret peaked to him after his z incar nation, and that he : 


was niade fleſh and boj1 for this pur poſe. The divine nature 


itlelf could teller nothing of all this; the utmoſt conde- 

ſcention of Deity was, that he ſtood related to the man who 

luffered: But Deity itſelf 3 is impaſſible ſtill, and cannot 
ſuffer pain or loſs; nor wr proper lenſible humilia- 
tion, ſhame or borrow.— 1 


. e by the plain flat account [iove trops 
or figure, we ſee that very ſame glorious Being itſelf who 
ſuffered all this, actually leaving the boſom or beatifying 8 
preſence of his father, really diveſting himſelf of his prime- 
val glories and joys in the literal ſenſe, and without 2 


figure, freely devoting his very ſelf to all theſe calamirous 


circumſtances : We ſee him deſcending from heaven to 
take a body upon him that he might be capable of all the 


= Various ſtages of e and eder ſcenes of ſorrow, 
anguith, 
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anguiſh, and death; perſevering in his reſolution ein the 5 
5 dreadful work Was N finithed |! IN 


Sy | Now when by explaining the 11 of Seripture 1 in a 1 
5 Fiterat and proper tenſe we do unſpeakable honour to GOD, 
and his love in ſending /uch a Son; —to JE CHRIS 8 
He and his grace in coming down from heaven to ſuffer {nc 
ſorrows; N at the fame time, can lay a juſt. ene ogy 
for raiſing our own love, zeal, and gratitude to both che 
Fatber and the Son, to ſuch unknown and ſuperior degrees 
Land can ſet before our eyes ſuch an aſtoniſhing example | 
of humility, charity, and ſelfedenial; — ſurely theſe are ſuch 
advantages to the chriſtian {cheme, and ſuch honours to 
| the bleſſed goſpel, as requires the attention of every {erious 
= chriſtian, and forbid the tejecting of a doctrine which car- 
ries fuch evidences, and N along with * 


It mould 1 be confidersd what a plauſible abletiion 
the Arians have to the common doctrine of the Trinity, 
which the Sober appeal t9 a Turk or an Indian, lays a great 
weight upon, becauſe it ſuppoſes only a relative humiliation, 
a relative or nominal ſuffering of the ſon of God by his uniting. 
bimſelf to man, while he himſelf ſuffered nothing, underwent 
no diminution, but was all the ' while poſſeſſed of the higheſt 
. glory and of the fame unchangeable bleſſednefs. Whereas this“ 
doctrine ſets the whole ſcheme of the /eif-denial and fuffer- 
ings of Carr, in a more glorious and adyantageous light 
than their doctrine can pretend to do; and at the ſame time 
| ſecures the doctrine of the Deity of Cunisr, with all the 
honours of his condeſcending grace, by the creature nature 
of CurisT being always united to his Derty, T hus all 
this kind of pretences for the ſupport of the Arian error is 
deſtroyed at once, by admitting this doctrine; which leads 
us to what very Juitly claims the Place of a 


5 Advan- 
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5 Advantage of this doctrine, viz. as it enabl 28 us to 


defend the doping of the Deity of CarIsT with Create? 

 clearnefs, juſtice, and ſucceſs againſt many other cavals of 
the Socinian and Arian writers, Tor while we kee» this 
doctrine in our eye, we are by no means conſtrained to 
interpret any expreſſion in the Old Teſtament concerning 


the Deity of CRT, which carries in it ſomething inferior 


to the majeſty of Dety: Here we haye : 2 proper ſubject to 


receive theſe meaner attributions. The: e is no need o 
call the mere Deiiy of CarisT a mon, an angel. a meſſenger, 


Eno need to animate a human ſhape with pure Deity in 
order to wreſtle with Jacob, to eat and drink with Abraham, 
—appear in the form of a flame in the buſh to Moſes, — | 
travel through the wilderneſs on a cloudy pillar i in fight of 
all. Iſrael, to direct the motions of their camp: no need tio 
ſuppoſe pure Deity talking with Foſhua,—converting fami- 
liarly with Gideon, holding a plumb line in his hand while 5 
5 he food on the wall in che view of Amos. 85 


The Arian 1 and not ent ſhew ot 8 that : 
theſe condeſcenſions are too low for the GREAT GOD. 
of heaven and earth to practice: 6 thence they infer, t that 

the perſon to whom theſe things are aſcribed cannot 
be rrue Cod. Behold then this glorious Spirit, the Son of 

GOD, the treature nature of Jesvs Cuxrr5T, the man 

united to Deity appearing to perform heſe actions, — fuſtain 

_ theſe inferior characters, —ſolve all this Arian difficulty; 

and yet rightly called Gop, Lonp, Jenovan, and has 
the perfections and honours ef Deiry aſcribed to him; 
becauſe he is truly GOD as well as Man, tho' his created 
nature 15 the immediate agent in theſe inferior tranfaktions. 


6 Thane: is another Ane that this Jodirins has in 


it, viz. That there is not one text in the Bible, nor one point 
or article of our faith that can receive any evil influence from 
it, no dangerous n can poſſibly attend 10. Even 

K . 
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tome of the moſt learned defenders of the I 'rinity have 


acknowledged, that they could ive no danger of herefy in it. 
nor any injury to ſacred truth, tho' they themſelves had 
not yet ſeen the doctrine in its full and convincing light. 


It does not alter any of the particular ſchemes of doctrine 
which various perſons have eſpouſed; but ſets the w _ 
contrivance of Salvation according to any of their ſchem: 


fo far as they are true, in a clearer and better light, ang 


throws an impartial brightaeſs upon the whole of the. 
Goſpel. Nor does it interfere with what can be underſtood 

in the ſchemes which men have invented to ſolve the dil 
ficulties of the Trinit y. bh he Scci nian and Arian ſchem as 


are here to be excepted as Jos inconſiſtent with | this 
doctrine. 15 e | e 


1 ſhall Lentede this ſet of arguments with a brief recapi- 


: ulation of them. That there are many texts which have 
appeared dark, and have puzzled interpreters in all ages to 


| reconcile them to their ſchemes of ſupporting the Deity ot 
=. Cnrrst, muſt be granted. Now, could a ſentiment be 


found in Scripture, which would ſerve as a Clue to lead 
into a plain ſolution of all theſe difficulties, and ſuch ar: 
interpretation of theſe Scriptures, | as would be attended 
with the following advantages, VIZ. 


Which gives the wich natarkl, obvious, and literal > 
fink; fo that every common reader that has no precon- 


ceived notions or ichemes of thought, muſt readily run 


a into at the every hearing of it, 


Which puts interpreters to no 1 of 8 and 


ad as prolep/is. i. e. ſpeaking of things before they = 


are done; Catachreſes, i. e. calling the eternal GO D 


without actual union to creature nature, A oats an Angel, 


— AM: Mgenger, bs a &c. 


3. w hich 
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3: In hich is confiſteat with, and moſt lortab to 211 


: the parts of the word of G 30D, both in the Old and New 
T eſtaments; renders many texts cafy and plain; and fets 
tlie c ſeveral n of Seripture » in the nn Dea ut: tub e 


= Os Which makes no alterations i in the im nportant article 


of faith; and conſequently does not widen the common 
differences of the ſeveral! parties of ( briſtians, but freely | 
allows them their own ſentiments in common controverfie es 


5 of ar 8 and ber, 


5. Which: as us in ae i all the objections of he 1 8 
oppoſers of the Deity of Our hlefled Loxp, and allo alone | 


| them ro embrace the tru uth. 


Which agrandizes. the eben glories of our Loy | 
h Cuklisr, and raiſes bis lov: and condeſcention to 


che OT e eres —and 


'4 


C . reid tuck A Batten to ſerve AS 4 Clue 1 10% lead . 
us into the underftanding of the holy Scriptures in the man. 
ner above deſcribed. 1 would humbly alk any impartial. 


perſon who. fears GO „5 and loves truth With all his 


heart. whether it does not evidently. illuſtrate the truth „ 
me Goſpel, and lead the mind in an ealy way into the 
Very meaning of tlie ſacred writers? And whe ther it has 
not ſufficient force of evidence in it to command, and al · | 
lurement to invite our aflents !—— Such is the doarine of 
the ancient glories of the creature natur- of our LRT 
JEsus CRISsT, which was the beginning af £ the creation of | 


GO D, and the Fel. born of every exeature. 


C 


: 7; Which . a new kale over the whole Golpd | 
of Cnxistr, and the various ange ions recorded | in the 5 


5 ares word of 8 0 D; 


4 
| 
4 
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. 5 OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 


\H 00 a doctrine be proved by Callicient force of argu- 

1 ment, there may {till various difficulties be propoled 
to perplex it. But if the difficulties are not of equal force 
with the arguments in ſupport of it, reaſon requires that We 

| ſhould give our aſſent to the doctrine, and wait till provi- 
| dence gives clearer light to ſcatter the clouds that may be 
| ſuppoſed to bang upon it. I agree with @ very learned 
Author, Z7hat in this dberrt ine, the difficulty of every thing 15 
vaniſbes, except that of bringing men off from expounding the 
WER: e Scripture: by human authorities as the key of the divine Oracles .. 
. [ oe - and without doubr, there the di ifficulty will lie, when all is ſaid. 
ij) nr oo — However I ſhall make it appear that the 4 culties which 
i | FC. ſuppoſed to attend this doQrine may have a fair ſolu- 
[ | i 5 = tion; and I hope none will fay, that I have not given them | 
x, ne „5 their full light and ſtrength, By removing theſe ftumbl; ing 
1 Blocks, tender and ſcrupulous chriſtians may be mor- 
Bs - induced to receive this doctrine, and pay the pe 
OR A Wl honours to our bleſſed LoKD. „„ 
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VVV O51. . ts not n in e . Man = No 160 
| non”, the Sori 10m Being you deſeribe with fuch extenfive powers, 1 

| iu YT foul; it is far above Angels, and ther Gore tho 
united: 20 4 6 d it will not make a Max, 1 5 

? | 


* 1 0 5 A 1. The name Man hes a nature, made up of 
HERS V mind or ſpirit united to an animal body in human haps 
But the name Angel ſignifies originally a meſſenger, an 
denotes an office ſuſtained by 2 spirit, either with, or rathe 

without a human N ; | 


2, All the idea which 1 have of a human foul is thier H 


created mind or r ſpirit which hath underflanding and w ul. 
an 


n. 
Nr 27 8 W 1 — 
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und rational powers, and which is fit to be united o a hu- 
man body, in ſuch a 2 manner as to exert tlie powers of a 
man, to feel the appetites, tenfibilities, and paſhons of a 
2 man, to receive e impreflions . or ic afations, pleafant Or pain- 5 
tal, by the means of that body, and is allo able to actuate 
and influence all the animal powers of that body in a way 
agreeable to human nature. — Now tho” the powers of 
Cuxisx's foul be far ſuperior to the moſt exalted Man or 
Angel, yet this does not hinder it from being properly a 
at human ſoul, as it is fill capable. of, and fit for tuch an 
union to a human body. VVV 


1 8 


| | 3. 7 his objeckion militaten un mach againſt the exten - 

| five powers of CHrIsT's Zoul nou in its exalted ſtate, 
which are far above all Men and Angels, : us it does againſt : 

them in his pre-ex:/lent ſtate ; and yet in his n no W ' glotiticd | 
ate he is Kill the man d Caabr. 5 


. And tho it be 9 that x n mere creature is capable 
: of the powers and honours attributed to CurisT in his 
exalted flate, yet we cannot comprehend nor determine 
what amazing capacities a creature nature may be endued 
with, who Was always united to Deiiy; ; and it is in this 
view, tis Chriſt as man united to Deity, who has ſuch = 
: extenſive prvers as fit him to govern and judge the world. 


-And Is am fuel, that an impartial perutal and ſtudy - 
of the extenfive knowledge and power attributed to CurisT, 

in his preſent glorificd ſtate, would lead into an ealy belief 
the powers and glories of his ancient ſtate; of which 
glorns he diveſted himſelf at his incarnation, and were 
reſtorea to him, on his finiſhing ſalvation work, with moſt . 


illuſtrious Adi tions, 3 a reward of his ſufferings. 
Joho xvii. N . „„ 


O5 a. Some perſons cry aut and 4514 1 as if - 
it Tuppoſed, the pre-ex iftent nature o nomres of CHRIST, 
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45 to be united | to a mere . i it were united to. an i anima? 135 
FEE Peay Without a foul or Spirit. HG 

| 4 X 


Tl | Axs. 1. In ancient aud more ignorant ages, this might 
| | FR 5 fumble ſome weak philoſophe rs; who were fond of ming- . 
„ | ung their miſtaken philoſophy with their cbriſtianity, 
j 1 and falſely imagined that an anima! body was a mere dead 
| . „ carcaſe, without ſome immaterial being in it, ſome ſuperior, 1 
r bwlital ſoul or ſpirit: But in the preſent age, when all te 
| | | þ | beſt philoſophers believe, that animal bodies may have ani- 
144 mäal life in and of themſelves, and all correſpondent ani 5 
| FOES. mal powers and motions, without any ſpiritual, intelligent, 
| 1 . - thinking fubitance ſuperadded to them, this objection van- 

IIiifſdes. CurisrT's Soul united to Deity aſſumed a living 
| 1 aganꝗimal body when he became incarnate: for it is agreed . 
t that the human, thinking, rational foul does not give an- 
| 188 | 15 mal life to the organized body, which life ariſes from the _ 
— circulation of the blood, inſpiration and expiration of 
9 n air, dc. ; e ,,, rg dge 
| | 5; 2. Put ſpool the human bh were Bfelelb . | 
J 2 rational ſoul, why may not CnrisT's pre-exiſtent rational | 
is A NC foul be united to this body, and give life to it as well as 
' VV foul 3 ? So that this objection vanithes 3 in all 5 
| ES non views of it. 9 0 

A | 

0 051 3. . can it be ſuppoſed that 2 glorious a Bin 

a you have deſcribed, who was preſent at the creation of the 


| | world, who governed the nation of Iſrael, and tranſaFed th 
| ; affairs of the church for 4000 years, ſhould boſe all its 4. 
N treaſures of ideas, and its extenſive faculties, and becor® gno- 
| rant as a human infant, and grow up by degrees tr knowledge 
| : and wiſdom 9 Tet this is aſſerted concerning CHRIST in his 
| | | | | child, Luke ü. 52. Far; iner ajed in wiſdom and 
E | ns Aaturg. 3 2 55 1 
259. 9 ; | . | | AXs. 
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As. lf this ſentiment can be fairly accounted for ac- | 
| cording to reafon and ſcripture, the obſectors muſt certainly : 


allow that it adds a moſt aſtoniſhing luſtre to the Hie mil. ty, „ een „ 
. ern; ea deat, and love * our weile LORD. F ns Jul 4 | 
5 "Aivongtt „ 96 union between a human 1 5 by 
- foul and body, which are appointed by GOD our creator, ee os ny 
it 18 evident from mani fold 8 that this | 18 one, — 5 | | | LE 1 


The- though the foul may have in itſelf ever fa rich . or 

Potoer s ever jo; glorious and extenſ# be, yet while it is united to 

animal nature in this manner, it can exert them no further . 

than the or vans of the animal will admit, or than theſe organs 

are fit to a fe in fuch operations. There have been Many 

_ inſtances wherein perſons of eminence and 1kill | in arts and : yy 
ſciences, | have had the brain, with all the traces " EO a, 1 
images which were impreſt upon it, ſo. confounded ha 

they have loſt almoſt all their ideas and fall; they have 

even forgotten their native language, and knew not their own 

names: Sometimes by flow degtees they have recovered 

their ideas and words again, and in ſome years have come 

to their former excellencies : The brain recovered its traces 

and images, and the foul recognized them with pleaſure, . 

in much leſs time than at in it acquired. them. . 


f 5 1 Let us . as foul o the cont Philo- 
g ſopher or Mathematician united to the body of a new born 
infant: This ſoul would find no traces or images on the 
brain of the babe correſpondent with his former ideas; it 
would rather receive inceſſant impreſſions and ſenſations 
from this infant brain, (according to the laws of union) 
derived from the ſenſible objects awvanud it, or the natural 
inward motions and appetites which attend the infant ſtate : 
Thus all its learned ideas would be obliterated for a ſeaſon. 
lr is true that ſuch a learned ſoul would much ſooner „ 
cover its own ideas than one that never poſſeſſed them; and 
it would form 1 images upon the brain, and attain the know- 
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tedee of them it greater ſpeed and facility than other 


: children cou! wy whoſe N never had theſe learned idcas. 


Why "mk not 1 this be the caſe with the holy child. 


Jesus? His glorious Soul might ſubmit to have its for- 
mer ſublime ideas at its firſt union to animal nature ſo cor 
cealed and overwhelmed by the overbearing imprefions of | 


infant animal nature, that it might recover them again by. 


ſuch degrees as fleſh and blood would admit —and thus he 
Was made for a little while lower than Angels, and o might 
grow in wiſdom and knowledge and ature together. | Iſaiah TT 
 fays of him He was a child bor n,-2 ſon g FIVER—A virgin con- 
ceived and bore @ ſon, and called his name TWMANUEL ,—— 
f Butter and honey did he eat, that he might know to refuſe the 
evil and chooſe the good; that is, he was nouriſhed with the 
2 common food of children, that he might grow up by de- 
grees to human underſtanding, and the knowledge of dif- — 
tinction betwoen good and nk. ++ 


73 The hiſtory fac aka 5 the goſpels aſſures us that 
| he attained the knowledge of things much ſooner and with _ 
greater facility than common children; thus at the age © = 
twelve he was diſcourſing with the Dockers in the Temple. 
When he began to preach, the Jews wondered how this 
man ſhould brow letters having never learned. He knew 
his near relation to GOD, and his ancient glory. as many 
of his diſcourſes teſtified. In ſhort the notices of former 
things were ſo far obliceranid trom the memory of this glo- 
rious ſpirit as was neceſſary to fit him for a ſtate of trial in 
a human body: but he ſo far remembered his former glory 
as. frequently to mention it, and fometimes Pray: for it, 
| particularly 3 in Jaun . 


. 1 hope the reader will not reject this repreſentation of 
things merely becauſe he is not accuſtomed to indulge any 


opinion different from the common rack : but let him 


iT: * 


r 
n 


5 TS: „ 
try if i it 1 inconſiſtent with re aſon or Geri bture before he 
* conclude it is falſe. I am certain it gives 155 nigheſt ho- 
nour to our bleſſed Saviovs. for this ſurprifing inſtance of 
his obedience to his father, and Sondeſcending love to 
mankind; Nor is there any thing that can ſet his admi- 
rable ſelf-denial, humility, and inimitable love in a nobler 
light; or more aggrandiſe the love of GOD in giving 
| ſuch a ſon, and contining him ts ſuch a ſtate of union to A 
body, and ſuch amaz ing humiliation, 


8 7 it not ſaid frequently in ee that 


88 was exalted to glory and 50 Nour, and to the ꝑh,ůu - 


ment of all ching after his reſur rection, as a reward For His : 
| fu Ferings and death ? Now if he had glor * and happinecfs oo 


| Fore the world, and was employed in the glorious works of 


creation and providence, then how «ail he be aid to be exalted 8 


4 @ reward of his ſuffering, by having the gover nment of the 
wo d given to ae. or being advanced i to glory, honour and 


Wn happineſs in 0 aven - 2 


8 "Ie was 8 TORY that howe: ve - great the 
powers of Curr were before his incarnation, yet he 


might be governor only of the Church during former ages, 


cus he is called King of the Jews ; but after his ſufferings 
he was advanced to ſovereignty over all nations, and made 
Head over all things, and all Nations of mankind {* the _ od 

the Church. - 


| What ain 10 wrankittad and what honours he re- 
A formerly, were for the moſt part, as luſtaining the 
character of GOD: But fince his ſufferings he is advan- 
ced to receive thoſe, honours in his owa name, and raiſed 
to a government of much larger extent, Before the crea-. 
tion he had no honours from creatures; and before his 
incarnation he had not ſuch ſublime and diſtinct honours 
paid 10 his human nature, as he has now in heaven. 
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42 It is very plain, that tho! the creature nature Ot 
© „% = unter might enjoy a glorious degree of honour and hap- 
1 pineſs before his incarnation, yet it could not arrive at its 
1 perfection of appointed happineſs, but by its union with 
ö 4 4 . EE Human body, Ihe ſpirits of departed Saints, tho' they en- 
1 joy happinels 1 in the world of lpirits ; yet neither their g. 
1-8. --- mor nor bappineſs is complete till joined to immorta! 
HE. „ bodies, when they ſhall enjoy ſenſations of pleature which 
| complete their honour and happinels. The ſenſible ſurvey 
. CVVT acquire of their exaltation by being united to a glori- 
| OO TR, oY 7 honour and pry wy. could not enjoy 
N in a ſeparated ſtare. 


= e Thus the foul” of China IST 1 pate 1 tho 
BR of life, and the paintul ſenſations which aroſe from 
118 4 e 2 its union to fleth 1 in bis ſuffering ſtate, was exalted to greater 
mt honor and happineſs by being united to Body raiſed in 
pPower and glory. He received all the intenſe pleaſure and 
C unknown ſenſations of delight, which poſſibly can be con- 
1 5 5 veyed to a ſpirit by the medium of a glorified body, as 2 5 
3 i reward of his ſenſations of pain in the body of humiliatio:: 
| [4 . ; 1 e has the honour and pleafure of taking in, by method. 
: & £2) unknown to us, all the honours done to him by the whole 
| N ä 5 | ercation-- beholding with a vaſt and comprehenfive ee 
| [4 V ſubjection and obedience of known and unknow:: 
| Fa. acclamations of glorified hoſts paid to his 
Err ĩ - dwelting in, and diſplayed from his glorified Body. 
r 5 . se ſays, Therefore doth my father love me becauſe T lay down 
: & ) my life *, His father loved him before the foundation of the 
| | : World +. "This additional love muſt then refer to the ald. 
tional manifettations of it in his exalted ſtate, as the reward 
of his en the work his father gaye him to do. 


. P 8 
P 
* 


f Ong. 5. 17 the ful of nüt had a being lefive his in- 
| carnation, how is it expreſſed, that GO D was manifeſt '» 

| | the He that Fhe word © Was GO D, and this word wa: 
1 | * John Sy 17; Fa 4 John xvii, 24. 
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made fes ” þ Vault it nat. have lier more 155 70 5 The —- 
foul EE” u was n e mani POO? ” Aſh? ts 


ws 1. The. way 5 expreſſing. the incarnation of - 


cunisr in the New T eftament 1 13, by epreſenting the Son : 
of GOD as coming in the fleſh, —Cuzisr coming into 


the world. the Son of GOD made of a woman,—the 5 


ſon of G OD ſent into the world, &c. Now theſe 
words denote the foul. of CrnrIsT under the character Ek 
the Meffab. I his was the Sen of G OD who was united | 
5 to fleth and blood. There | 15 no other way of underſtand- 
ing them without we fay, that the term Son of GOD 
refers to his Dezty, which neceſſarily carries in it the no- 
tion of derivation, dependence, and inferiority, which is 
the ſame as | giving 235 the doctrine of. bis Oy to the 
- Arlans. : 


10 ſome places Go D is repreſented” as appearing in 


fleſh, with a ſpecial deſign to aggrandize the myſtery of the 
incarnation, and ſpread divine glories aver it; and it is 2 
ſolemn truth, that GOD was manife/t in the fichh, but it 5 

i always to be remembered, that the more immediate fube :. 
ject of union to fleſh was the Soul TT Cunt This 
term Logos, or Mord includes the Sou! of CRNIST united | 5 


to Deity, and i in that ſenſe, The word Was made fe fb. 


Ogi]. 6 £ This deftrine ne * of 8 Fe 
another ſenſe, which were wont to be employed in defence of the 
Divinity of CHRIST, by applying them to his pre-exiſtent Soul” 
It indeed exalts his human nature, but perhaps it weakens the 


facred article 5 of his proper Dei, by withdrawing r ove of the . 


ry” Ws 19 


Axs. There are many ind different arguments aw. ; 
from the Scriptures to ſupport the Deity of our Lord 
Jssvs Cnr, which cannot with any kind of evidence, 

L2 1 8 truth 
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"Sat, or juſtice be turned to any other h nd] it is (by | 
ſuch arguments as theſe that doctrine muſt be eſtabliſhed, 
for if it be poſſib e with juſtice io the text and context ON 
Interpret a ſcripture otherways, and apply it to the creature 
mature of CHRISH, it can never be a con ein and effectual 5 
̃ Proof © of his 1 ” 


1 is no > injury to any cauſe to remove thoſe arguments ” 


Gon it which are in themlclves feeble and uniupporting, 
| left when an adverſary finds ſeveral of them trifling and 
utterly inſignifcant, he ſhould be tempted to deſpiſe all the 
reſt. Any text that i is uſcd to prove a doctrine that in its 
moſt natural, proper, and rational ſenſe, and in its rela- 
tion to the context, does ſigniſy ſomething elſe, in ſuch 2 
caſe, that text had much better be dropped or left out in 2 
T1 proof of that doctrine. T herefore, if the texts uſed above 
are in a much more natural, proper, eaſy, and obvious 
manner applied to the creature nature of CRI than they _ 
are or can be to his prre Deity, it is better to drop them in 
that argument; for reaſon and common ſenſe will lead us 
to give them the moſt natural expoſition and apply them as 
above. We ought not to deal. falſely with the word of GOD, 
Vor give it an unfair and i improper tenſe under pretence 'of-.- 
ſupporting the greateſt truth. The truth of G OD, —the 
5 poet of CHRIST need none of o our feeble artifices, i 


1 ſhould be well A . that Gon of the texts 5 
applied to the creature nature of CHRIST, cannot be pro- 


perly applied to it conſidered alone or by itſelf, without the 


confideration of the union to his Deity, as Col. i, Heb. i. &c. 


And in this view they continue to ſupport the Deity of 


CHrysT : and when ſet in this light, they render the proots 
of his Deity more defenſible, and at once maintain the 


| ſacred idea of CHRIST our mediquor As the great TrzAn- 
: THROPOS ym (GOD=MAN. 


* I 


& "73 "I 

Or. 7. 11 is objected, that this paves the way to lead us 
into the Arian Party, fince it agrees in ſe many parts With 

their ſentiments of their Logos, which Ty rail the divine n na-· | 
tere * CHRIST. 55 5 


3 This bieden has been partly ae 3 
P is their the leaſt danger while we maintain the neceſſity ” 
of the union of Deity tO the pre-exiſtent creature Hature to 
make it capable of the names, titles, honours, pierogatives, - 
and works aſcribed to it in | ſcxiprure, which are 1NC011« 
muni . divine. „ 


But on the othar hand, why may not the 19905 be f fo cha. 


” table as to ſay, That it paves the way for the Arians „ | 
come to Orthodox ſentiments concerning the Deity of CrikIsT 1 
Since 1 it re moves their greateſt objections againſt our faith 


in that particulac. It tranſplants their ſtrongeſt allnrements 
and the faireſt colours of their arguments 1ato our o- n 
doctrine, and thereby renders their pretences to ſupport 
their own ſcheme feeble, ineffectual and needleſs. It en- 
joys all the advantages which their ſcheme pretends to, 
without any of the difficulties and inconveniences with 
which their opinion is incumbered. And I mutt hope, 
that if ever the modern refiners of the Arian doctrine are 
allured to the truth, it muſt be by the means of this doc 
trine and the happy confequences which attend it. Had it 
been ſet in its faireſt light, and publiſhed in the days of the 


NMicene Council, it would have prevented the fatal and 


bloody conteſts that took place in ſucceeding ages ; + it would TR 
have been a happy medium to reconcile the Arians to the 41 
common faith, 


Or J. 8. Cd fach a Wy as this be true, and the 


Diſciples of ChRIST know nothing of it in his life time o: 


the Apoſiles exprejs it in plainer language in their writings 
tor the primitive fathers e&clare it as the Lentiment of the 
Church 
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= Church or GUY OWN Wu in theſe enlightened c Gay! finee ; 
08 the reformation proclajm 11 to the world « „ 


Aus. "Nh for the Diſciples during the life of . 


they moſt probably had the ſame opinions concerning the 
Soul of the Meſſiah which the Jews had in, and before their 
times; and that was, That the Nefftah's Soul was formed 
from the beginning of the world. Surely if they thought 
(as is generally ſuppoſed) that 40 human Souls pre- -exiſted, 
they would believe the Soul ot Curr 18 bad the fame pre- - 
. ON: 


5 The ſeveral expreſſions which our Saviour uſed concern- 


ing his coming down from heaven— his returning. thither — 
being ſent by the Father not to do his 9Wn will praying for 
the relloration of a glory which he had before the world was— 
| ſpeaking of the love of GOD which he enjoyed before | 
the foundations of the world. theſe and ſimilar expreſſions — 
would juſtly and naturally lead them into the idea of hie 
pre-exiſtent ſtate, and the more fo as they had but very 
indifferent thoughts of his Deity be fore his reſurrection. 5 
Their own expreffions intimate their beliet of this doctrine, 
they tell him, Now we know that thou cameſt farth from 
1 60 P, and underſtood him in a literal ſerie without 
1 parable or figure, when he told them, He came forth From ; 
te Father, and came into this world, but he was now leaving 
this world, and returning. to the Fath:r.—As to the wiitings | 
of the Apoſtles, it is ſhewn above that both Peter and. 
Paul taught this doctrine: and John's ſpeaking ſo oſten 
of CnrisT's FRE | in the feb Pini intimated bis belief 
i | 


But as for the primitive fathers of the firſt three hun- 


| fred years, they expreſs chemſelves fo confuſedly concern- 


NT | 5 ing 


* John xvi. 28, 29, 30. 
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3 


: ing the pre- ex iſtent nature of Cn KIST, that it is difficult 

. to know What was their lenſe, Or whether they had aty. 
uniform, regular, or ſettled. ideas on this ſubject. They = 
ſometimes ſpeak of his temporal generation and derivation. | 
from GOD as the author and cadſe of his being, from 


winch the Arians take occaſion to aflirin they were on their 


| fide. Now as this doctrine reconciles [many difficult places 
5 of Seripture, ſo it would happily reconcile many of their 
TD expreſſions which feem Cys and nconfiſtent. 


Moſt of the rabers before the cant: of Nice, under 
: ſtood the gener ation uf. the Son as voluntary, Or A Mai feſta 
aon before the world began, in order to create the world. 
Many examples might be given, but this is the ſum of 

them, That his ſonſhip commenced with his procefſion 

from GOD, and he was not a Son till he came out to 
| create. Origin ſays, the foul of the Son in its perfection, 
was in GOD and his fulne fs, and coming nut thence, when 


Z be Was Jeu W- the Sager, 2074 7 2 of Mary. 


"Tins are many Pe . N might have a 
+ veil of darkneſs thrown over them very eacly in the chriſ- 
tian church, when the wiſdom of men began t6 take the 


5 place of the authority of GOD, eſpecially in the reign off 


Anti- ehriſt, and after ſome ages may have emerged into 
light, and delighted chriſtians with the brightneſs and plea- 
ſure of them, The: happy ſtate of the Church before the end of 
the werld, was known and believed in the firſt century; 
and after the third it was accounted a hereſy for ages; yet 
now it has ariſen with further evidence, and obtained al- 
moſt univerſal aſſent. Though this doctrine of CHersT's 
pre- exiſlent Soul, as it is commonly called, has lain dor- = 
mant for ages, yet it has revived in this, and ſome great 
and . men have embraced it, ſome of whom have 
written boldly! in detence of it. 


The 
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The firſt in this period who its it was Dr Henry 


 More--after him Dr Fowler Biſhop of Glouceſter—A Preſ- 
byter in the Church of England in defence of Biſhop Fow- 
ler - Mr Robert Fleming — Mr Foſeph Hufſy—Dr Francis 
 Gaftrell Rithop of Cheſter A learned Author in anſwer to 
Dr Clare. Dr Thomas Bennet. Dr Burnet—Dr Knight—- 
g and Dr Matis.“ Four of theſe authors mention the doc- 
 trine with approbation;. all the reſt write ftrenuouſly i in ſup- 
port of it. And it is noticeable that all theſe maintain tbe 
proper Deity of Cuxlsr, | ſo chat there f is not one Arian : 


among them. 


Biſhop Fewer writes with ſuch aſſurance of this doftrine 


| that I muſt cite a few of his ſentences. ** There is no 
. Chriſtian doctrine more clearly delivered than this, and 
even immediately by our Saviour himſelf, and often re- 
* peated by him: And let the oppoſers of it be as magiſte- 
« rialy poſitive as they will, yet there is not more plain 
and undeniable evidence for any one article of faith, 
than there is for this doctrine; and that is the ſenſe in 
which moſt certainly the Diſciples of our Loxp under- 


ſtood his declarations Our Saviour never ſaid a ſyllable 


5 25 which ſo much as ſeems to contradift the plain, literal, 


$25 natural | 


| * Aw 1 things on this fubjeRt a are gathered a the works ot 


Dr Watts, ſome may wonder that I have not cited him, Such will 


know, that through a diffidence peculiar to the Doctor's controverſial 
writings, much of the force, energy, and evidence of truth contain 8 
in this doctrine are lolt: Which. perhaps, may be one reaſon why 


ſuch as have read the Doctor's works, have paid ſo little regard to this : 


Particular doctrine. A very learned Divine, after reading the Dr. 


on this ſubject, ſaid, * Thar he could not be certain whether the 


Dr. ud believed the doctrine himſelf, from his diffident manner 
of writing. — For this reaſon, being fully convinced of the truth of 
the doctrine, I have ſo altered, abridged, or enlarged what I found 
in the Doctor's works, that it would be unfair to cite him as the 


Author; and muſt therefore, having made the ſentiments my owly 
take the faults upon MR, that aoy candid reader may find in the = 
Treatiſe, 
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« natural ſenſe of the words by which. be Eo to ex- 


preſs this doctrine; and it is worthy of our obſervation 


that there is not one text in the Bible whoſe plain and 
natural ſenje fo much as ſeems to thwart Ne OR ſenſe of 
i thoſe Scriptures that are produced to prove it; What 


« controyerted point is there 1 in home rave] of which we can 


2 
; Bu 


12 the like! ca 1 oo 


oF, can exfily abend myſelf that every tric ious chriſtian will 
agree, that ſuppoſing this doctrine true, it gives a natural 
and eaſy ſolution of a great number of ditficulties in tlie 
word of GO D,—it adds beauty as well as clear neſs to 
many expreſſions in Revelation, and it enables us to an- 
ſwer many inconveniences and apparent abſurdities which 


the Arians fling upon the common explanations of the 85 


. 


N he JoArine * the D of n and 140 wind: os 


fice of Mediator may perhaps be maintained without it, 


but then we muſt return to ey plain t thoſe difficult texts by 


hard tropes and tigures, e muſt ſpeak. of CHRIST as ; 


GOD-man before his taking our nature upon him by 
way of þr 0: t ep is or anticipation, we muſt apply many infe-- | 


rior expreſſions to the divine perſon of Car1sr conſidered = 


in his office of Mediator, which may otherwiſe and much 
better be applied to his creature natur e. We mit conſtrue 
many pliraſes into truth economically which can never be true 


in their real and natural ſenſe, we muſt indulge Catac brefes 


or improprieties of language in the Bible, which might be 
literally and properly expounded by this doctrine, -e muſt 

ſolve other expreſſions by the doctrine of communication of 
| properties between the divine and human natures of CHRIS, 


in the ſame manner as we did before, ſome of which may 


be neceſſary, but we ſhould never chuſe theſe interpreta- 


tions, when there is a more plain literal ſenſe which is 
bertectiy accommodated to the text, 
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As this A gives abundant lig ut t to many dark paſ- 


ſieges of Scripture, if we drop it, we leave them all under a 
heavy cloud among the un/ofvablcs or things which cannot 
be underſtood. f we do not yet clearly underſtand the paſ- 
ſages which this dbArine is properly applicd to, let us wait 

upon the Father of Lights till he ſhall diſcover his own 
meaning in his ſacred word, and furniſh us with light to 
wy guide us into the knowledge of the glories of our bleſſed 

Redeemer, the perfect knowledge of which is reſerved for 
_ the entertainment of Saints and Angels in future ages of 


bliſs. There 'tis certain, if we are heirs of that kingdom, 


we thall fee him as he i is, and behold him face to face, — 
then ſhall all ſhadows be for ever fled, and darkneſs etor- 
mir vanithed, for; in his light we e thall lee W A MEN. 


SINCE 4 wrote. | the above, 1 find it edged that. the 


The Apoſtle fie the neceſſity of ding the goſpel 

of Cnk1sT from the dignity of his Perſon and Office. ; 
reſumes the argument of Cunlsr's pre- eminence above 
Angels, —and ſhews that his taking fleſh and blood, and 
his ſufferings are no juſt objections againſt it. — He explains 
the reaſons of his ſufferings, and the fitneſs of that diſpen- 
ſation which laid his way through them to his mediatorial 
glory. e leads us to the incarnation of CHAIST, in op- 
poſition to his aſſuming the nature of Angels, as neceſſary 
to W his Lk oihce in behalf of thoſe who he 


ſtood 


ſecond Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews is againſt | 
is doctrine ;—that it is not, but rather a divine confir- 
mation of its truth, will plainly appear to the impartial 
reader by taking a thort view of the doctrine contained in 
the Chapter. 5 5 


an. 


+ Io 


argument uſeleſs. 


CHRIST. — 


1 | wu N 
OY 11 4 


| food lated to by created nature andc covenant con Aitutz on 
as brethren of his, and choſcn children of 7 0 . in Him. 


„ 


e The Apoſile proves in verſe «th. that the Powe; and 5 ET 
: thority of CHRIST was extended far beyond that of Angels; : 
For unto the . has he not put 2160 ſubjecl ien the world 20 


come, whe eres we ſpeak. This was ipeaking to the Jews in 


their own diele; for they ſtiled the more 8 my op vg 1 5 
ſation that was propheſied of to ſuccced the Maſiuc, the _ 
werld to come, which was the Apoſtle's preſent t ſohject. 25 


whereof, ſays he, we now ſpeath. The MEss14a was to bs 


Lond and Ruler over it. ts doctrines, ordinances, inſti- 
tutions, privileges and bleſſings wete all to be derived from 
Him. But that the argument might have its full force, he 
proceeds to explain the doctrine of his humiliation, and 
gives reaſons for his incarnation and ſufferings. He ſhews 
that in their own Scriptures, the Old Teſtament, He is 
ſpoken of as man and the 5% of man; and that his ſtate of: 
humiliation was prophetically told in his being made a lit- 
tie lower than the Angels—or rather as it is in the margin. 
fr a little while lower than Angels, T3 know. that this is 
generally thought to mean Adam, GE his poſterity in . TY 
ral, but this it cannot do; for it would render the Apoſtle's 
while he was proving that ChRISsTZ, 
was ſuperior to . to wander from his ſubject to an ac- 
count of Adam and his poſterity.— And beſides, the words | 
are nothing for his purpoſe unleſs they are underſtood of 
They muſt be inverted to make them ſuit 
Adam's als; whoſe honour was before his fall, —and read 
thus, He was crowned with glory and honour, and made 5 
| 2 little lower than the Angels It would ſuit his caſe better 3 
| to ſay,— He was a little while crowned with glory and ho- 
| nour,—than that he was a little while made lower than the 
Angels; ſince his honour was only for a ſmall ſpace, and Y 
E his diſhonourable or fallen fate continued. But the text is 


n ang plainly ieh to CHRIST, who after being 
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1 Jong i in a flate of honour and glory, and made Yor « a little 
_ while, a few years, much lower than Angels, in his abaſed 
and humbled ſtate upon earth And is now crowned with | 
glory and honour in his exaltcd Rate for ever. Thoſe parts 
bt the paſſage which relate to dominion, in their complete 
and higheſt ſenſe, can belong to none but Cunisr the uni- 
Voerſal Lonp and GOVERNOR of all Creatures. | 


The laſt words of verſe Sth Gets" to \ be an n eblaBion- 


BY againft the doctrine of CHRIS T's univerſal dominion, 
which the Apoſtle ſets himſelf to anſwer, by giving the 
reaſons of his humiliation unto death—or being made r 
4 little time lower than Angels for the ſuffering of death 
that he might taſte death——be made perfect through ſufferings, — 
All which are reaſons for his taking a body; but HE who | 
took that body is through! the whole err to exiſt * | 
HE took Dn 


7. aking fleſh and blood he e his RM te 


. his people as Brethren, having aſſumed that part of their 
nature in the ſame ſtate and condition of weakneſs, afflic 
tion, and mortality with them; that he might have ſome 


thing to offer for them ; and they might have the benefit of 
it; therefore ſays the Apoſtle, they are all of one. They 1 


are alſo of one Father, — under one wiſe, holy, and graci- "1 
ous conſtitution, whereby they are legally one, and in 
dcluded in one covenant. And therefore, however great and 
glorious CurIsT is, and mean and contemptible they are, 5 


he is not aſhamed to call them brethren. And in proof of this, 


the Apoſtle cites his own words from ſeveral Palins, 


wherein HE avows the relation to them, and Hs deper'- 
dence upon G OD for what HE would need in finiſhu:? 
this work of their falyation. ts 


-Hiving 3 out the Zn = 1 as elder Rr 


ther Rood 1 in to all the children of GOD, the Apoſtle more 
eſpecially 
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eſpecially declares the reaſons hy He took feth and blood. 
For as much then as the children are partakers of fe ſh and. = 
blood, He alſo. himfelf likewiſe tock part of the ſame, that 
. through death, &c. &c. Pray let me ak who took the fleſh 
and blood ?—Jzsvs certainly, who is mentioned in the In 
verſe, for there is not another antecedent, — What Was 
Jxsus when He took fleſh and blood —for it is abundantly 5 
evident He exiſted before He did ſo.— This queſtion I muſt . 
leave with them who ere not aſhamed to tel! the world, 7 
That this ee deſtroys the 55 e ee 5 


e the above remarks, the wllewine ele of „ 
0 chapter will appear fo plain to our purpoſe that they need 
no comment, as it is almoſt. impoſſible but every unprejqu- 

diced reader muſt fee their force and energy. Verſe 16th, 
= Fo r verily He took not on Him the nature of Angels; but he ; 
too“ on Hint the feed of Abraham. Or as the text as properly . 
reads, He did not take hold of Angels, — perhaps fallen 
Angels, to help or reſcue them bt he took hold of the 
; feed of Abr aham.—to help and reſcue them. The word 
nature is not in the text. But whatever way it be read, it ü . 
inſwen the ſame Ty rpole 1 in the menen e 


T Verſe 17. YL ö in 4 7 it beboved Him t to 
| by made like unto His brethr en; that by might be a merciful 
and faithful High Prieſt, in things pertaining to G OD, 10 
male reconciliation for the fins of the people. For in that He 
| Himſelf hath fu Hered, being tempted, He ts able to ſuccour 
them that are tempted. It was neceſſary He ſhould have a 
body like His brethren, that in al! things He might be duly 
qualified to anſwer the great deſign of his offices as their 
Redeemer and Saviour: That by his own experience of 
their trials and ſufferings He might, as far as poſſible, be 
in the ſame condition with His brethren whom he was to 
ſave and ſuccour and might act the part of a feeling, com- 
paſſionate, and endet hearted i High Prieſt, as well as faith- 
July 
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VV folly dikes every part of big great undertaking for them 


who were given Him from among men, not only to redeem 

by His blood, but make them, as the dear objects of His 
= ſympathy and compaſſion, triumph over all trials and temp=- 
tations, and 1 them at lat victorious to endleſs glory 
xr with Hiraſelf. ns 


Y Iv . me e leave, dear reader, to crave your patience „ 
1 4 little further. I am ſurprized at the method a very in- 
= genious Author takes to ſhew his oppoſition to this doctrine 


| «i f 7 „„ 5 in his preface to Notes. % Scripture Texts, He ſays, T hat Z 
| 751 1 „ notion never came origina ty. from the Scriptures, but 
111 « owes its firſt rife to the vain imaginations of the Philo- 
[| t F ſophers.“ He falls fouly on Dr Watts for what he had 
'F " faid in favour of it. But inſtead of ſliewing that the texts 
LEE ” brought to prove it were miſapplied, and the arguments in 
4 © ts defence were weak or inconcluſive, , he takes a much 
EEE eaſt 1er way, by ſetting t this doctrine in oppoſition to ſome 
#1 parts of the Scholaſtic Doctrine of the Trinity, and becauſe 
1 JJ not, in bis opinion, agree with them, therefore it is 
ʒꝑ; falſe; whereas he never cites a ſingle text in proof of the 
| ; | oo 7 : og one, nor againſt the other: But in place of this, he ſays, 
14 1 be muſt forget ſuch things before he can believe this doc- 
1 || © trine, He mentions three things which he muſt for- 
| get, and confidently ſays to each of them N have learned 


BE -— From the Scripture ;—But forgot to tell us what part he had 
OO © hearned them from.—I am perivaded chat no ſuch ideas? are 
5 in the lacred book. | 


ER Ds, „ "How N the prejudices of education ! that hinder 

maaen from receiving clear and manifeſt truth, becauſe they 
* perceive it to be inconſiſtent with what they have been for- 
mwmerly taught, which things they have long believed, with- 
1 5 out taking 1 the trouble of examining them impartially. Jam 


pretty 
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175 pretty e that had this Gentleman s very extraordi- 


_ nary talents been as impartially imployed in examining the | 
Scholaſtic doctrine of the Trinity, as they have been in 


many parts of the Scripture Syſtem, by which laudable in- 


duſtry, he has brought many truths to light which were 
hid under the rubbiſh of human explications ;—he would 


_- 5 — —— — r ined n ee 9 ö * — % %õ˖⏓ '. „ r Wen 


not have ſuſtained himſelf any ſufferer by the loſs of theſe 


ideas which he oppoſes to this doctrine, nay, would never 
have retained things ſo unſcriptural, and ſelf-contradiQory- : 


No man is 7e here 


One of 1 the things whith he ſays he learned Hom the 15 
| Sctiptures, and muſt forget if he believe this doctrine is, 

Dat there is a foundation in the fam: ene Divine Nature or 

God-head for | ſuch a diſtinction as is between the fender and the 


ent among men, which is commonly called per ſonal, —Strange | 


doctrine this, to be fathered upon a Revclation from the = 
ONO D of truth !—Diſtinftions in the Divine Nature | —— 


: Such a di Minction 45 between the SENDER and the Say) ks 


Yea, of the SAME KIND as: AMONG MEN Every one 


muſt know that the ideas which naturally ariſe from a Sen- 


der and Sent among men, are thuſe of Master and Servant 

— Superior and Inferior, &c. But is it poſhble for a chriſ- 
tian to carry ſuch ideas into the Divine Nature, or Deity 9 
The believer of this needs find no fault with Arians. No 
Arian ever pretended to fix ſuch an incontiſtency i in Deity ; 
—No, they will rather ſuppoſe 1wo Gods, a ſupreme and 
ſubordinate. —— But our Gentleman' s diſtinQtion undeifie, 
Dir itſelf — Does he not boldly anſwer the queſtion | 
which JeHovan himſelf put, and ſuſtained unanſwerable? 
To whom will ye LIKEN me, and make me EQUAL, and co. 


PARE me, that we may be LIKE ? Ia, xlvi. 5. — Ves, this 


Author can find ſomething among men to compare the very 


' NATURE or ESSENCE of JEHOVan with, in which he 


 Tays there are diſtinctions like thele among men.—In the 
” economical character of 809 he has revealed ſuch dif- 


| tinctions 


' 
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15 tinctions as hy hls are 3 to things among men 
But as we know nothing of diſtinctions in DEiTyY, it is 
the moſt daring preſumption, and borders on B {-y, for 
human wit to form diſtinctions, or compare it with any 
created exiſtence |—I am perſuaded my reader is ſo much 
ſhocked as to wiſh this ſubje& was dropped: And as my 
own feelings require it, I ſhall leave this diſagreeable taſk 
of expoſing the weakneſs of men under the prejudices : of 
education; by obſerving how neceſſary it is for every chriſ- 
tian to examine what he has formerly received as truth. 


when he will moſt likely find a number of his ſentiments, 


never before examined, to be not only ill grounded, but 
ready to ſtand up in oppoſition to what ever contradifis 
them, tho? clearly founded on the word of GOD. Of this 
Kind are the things which this Gentleman has oppoſed to 
this doctrine; either without countenance from Scripture 
_ trifling in point of argument, or founded on a miſtaken 
notion of, or prejudice. againſt the doctrine itſelf, Can 
any thing be more of this character than to ſay, 80 How- 
' ever the Father be manifeſted in the man Feſus, and the 
Holy Gloſt dwell in him; yet that mar is not, cannot be 
called the Father, nor the Holy Ghoſt, „But by this 
doctrine, * WE HAY as well call hun the Father, and the > 
Holy Ghoſt, as the Son.” The weakneſs this ſagacious 
2 Author thews ! in his oppoſition to this doctrine, makes t 
2 appear that there is nothing in Scripture to oppoſe it, and 
even reaſon and common ſenſe cannot be Employ ed with 
: any advantage againſt. it. 


1 is a melancholy wa that Arianiſm is ſpreading through | 


| Britain at preſent in a moſt alariuing manucr, and embraced 
by thoſe principally, who have found the doctrine of the 


Trinity they have been taught to be what they can have no 
ideas of; nor can they find any ſcripture to ſupport it; 


Nay, in ſhort, the inquirer finds his Arianiſm in the doc- 
trine of the Trinity taught by thoſe called Orthodox. As 


for 
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for example ; One who is expbining the Sonthip of 35 
CurisT ſays, © That where CHRIST is called the Son 


5 of God, the word God does not mean. the Effence but a Per- 5 
ſon in the Eſſence who begets the Son by 4 communication " 
the Eſſence. Well then ſays the inquirer, it muſt follow. 
that where ever the 8% of God is mentioned, the term God 
muſt be excluſively reſtricted to one perſon, even the Father; 
- this plainly ſays, that the Father only is God. He is God ps 
in ſuch a fenſe as the Son cannot be. He argues thus ; » 


Chriſt is the Son of God as to his divine Peron; but 


| the term God is to be reſtricted to the Perſon of the 
5 Father . Bs | herefore ke only 1s God i in the higheſt ſenſe of 
the word. It the premiſes hold, the inference i 18 good; for 

if Chriſt, as to his divine Perſon, is the Son of another 


perſon in Deity, he cannot be God in the ſame ſenſe as a 


Son, that the other who begot his divine Perſon is as @ 
Father. Pray Reader, what can be replied to ſuch reaſon- 

ing, upon ſuch principles? It is therefore evident, that 
Arianiſm by neceſſary conſequence is nouriſhed and counte- 


nanced by an ignorant and obſtinate adherence to what | is C : 


provid e to be the Orthodox doctrine. TY 


The is of Giants 18 principally owing to a prac- 


| tical defect among thoſe public Teachers who are reckoned 
on the Orthodox ſide of the queſtion. Among theſe there 
are many who reſt ſatisfied with what they have been 


taught concerning the Trinity, and either oppoſe or evade 


every mean of conviction or information on that ſubject; and 
not only treat with contempt what is ſaid contrary to their 
received opinions; but do all they can to diſcourage the 


helps to enquiry, and micane of information among ſuch as 
they are connected with. They ſeem much more afraid of 


loſing their prejudices of education, than the growth of 
Arianiſm.— Others who have gotten partly over ſuch pre- 
jjudices, and will very readily acknowledge the truth pre- 


Wan yet, from. a fear of giving olteace to ſuch as they are 
F connected 
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5 connected with, are tor reſerved i in \ communicating, it to 


others. — But 1 pray that GOD may touch all their 
ſouls with a deep ſenſe of the preſent ſtate of neglected 
bleeding truth, and inſpire them with a conſcientious view 
of the obligations their office and characters as public 
Teachers lay them under, to be more tender of, and more 
nr zealous for the divine honour of Htu whoſe ſervants 610 
| profeſs themſelves to be, and the benefit of heir ſouls who 
may be in danger of ſinking into error and deluſion rough : 
their negle.— Then would the one party lay aſide thei: 
prejudices, and the other their ſervile fears, and publiſh the 
5 Scripture ſenſe of this doctrine. and encourage means that 
are uſed for promoting the truth in uſeful publications on 
the ſubject; by which they would do a real ſervice to truth, 
and curb the increaſe of the ſeed of error which the enemy 
1 e in W abundance white uch 0 


Ne — 
E of- 


0 


Ned 


4 "ID q 2 * 
: 8 4 . 8 a p : Md ep g 
e h ůmüm Te el 
* | V Seen 4 


. 1 a 5 * #14 rn N OY — 4 ; ; . 43 Wd at 3 
. Rn a ©2209 Mews oli Lee ry nt a tot BEE i % "= 
\ a. C4 a * 8 =" 84 n 428 


APPENDIX. 


i Being floes Remarks on the Hirne of Doctrine 
lately publiſhed againſt the Pp 2O0PER D £1 TY 2 
I CuntsT, by the Rev . Mr H. Et, A. B. 


7 T ; HO! it is aniverſally. Allowed; except be the s Socini ans, 
that our LORD Jusus CuRISsT had a real exiſtence 
before he appeared in fleſh ng blood among mer; and that. 
he frequently appeared in a viſible manner, afſuning the 
NAMES and ſuſtaining the . of IenovAn the 7: val D 


and blefſed G OD : Yet a couteſt has been long f. upport..? 
| Whether he in his complex perſon does include proper Dain ; 


or, Whether he being only a creature, is called GOD as - 
; preſenting the chf acer of « one who 1 77 fte above hems 1 


even the moft bigh G 0 D. 


Ever hs ce the days of ins there hw hw Lana who 15 
have maintained the latter opinion: Aud in modern times, 
| ſeveral very learned men have. tried all theic art to refine | 
that ſcheme and render 1 i: plauſible. It muſt be confeſſed 
that thoſe who have he 1d the other fide of the queſtion, _ 
have given ſuch advantage againſt themſelyes, from the ar- 


goments they have uſed, that Ar:ans now can wiite with 


per{picuity and force of argument againſt the defenders of 
the Deity of CurIsT, But wherein their reaſoning. 8 
clear and concluſive is only againſt. the inventions of the 
ſchools, or the concluſions which men have made without | 
authority from the word of GOD. This matter cannot 
be determined but by plain Scripture. All auxiliary aid 85 


tends to perplex and darken the ab ect. 


The laſt refinement of the Arian Chas 18 FO a Gentle- 


man Rl alive, who will not allow himſelf to be called an 
N 2 3 At ian 
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I 
"Aries; and ſhews when he differs from them: But i it is 
plain he holds with them in the main queſtion betwixt 


them and ſuch as maintain the proper Deity of Jzsvs 
 Cunisr, with this diſtinftion, The 7-7 ian lays, CuR IT 
has a ſubordinate dependent Deity of his own He ſays the 
proper Deity of the FaTHER dwells in him, and this is 

„ eee bey- own, but the FATHER'S only. The Arian will 
5 have him to be a created G0 D. and this Author will 
have him to be 0 G 0 D at ali, only the one of another 1 


dwelling 3 in him. 


5 I mean not to compare theſe ſentiments, nor minutely to 


enter upon the conſideration of any of them; that would be 
a work too copious for an apperdiv. All intend is to 
make a few obſervations for the ſake of ſuch as ſeriouſly 
conſider the doctrine in the above Eilay, | leſt they ſhould be 
enſnared by the plauſibility of that kind of reaſoning which 
is intended to prove, trom the doctrine of CurisT”'s, an- 
cient creature nature, that he 1 is 30 more than a creature, — 
that the names, &c. applicable to G OD only, are not in 
bo of ſenſe applied t. to him—3n Pont that he 1 15 not G O D. 


1 own, that of all the ads which havo bouts 8 10 5 


5 ils up a Divinity for Cnarsr, this Gentleman's is, at 


firſt fight, the moſt plauſible ; having ſo many texts of 


ſcripture, the ſound of which ſeem to favour the ſentiment 
of the author, and which he has taken the utmoſt pains to 
collect and repreſent in the moſt alluring manner, ſo that 
the inconſiderate reader may ſwallow the pleaſing bait, 
without perceiving. the deſtructive hook ſo onthulty con- 
| cealed } in it. 


T Gentleman and 1 will not differ concerning the 


ereature nature or Soul of CARIST pre-exiſting, and fre- 


quently appearing in human ſhape ; the queſtion is, whe- 


ther he that appeared, and aſſured the names, titles, &c. 


peculiar 


Are 
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i an 0 the true GOD, was really a himſelf ; Of only 
perſonated and ſpoke the language of another Perſon, Who 
this GOD, and had ſent him. dwelt in him, and ſup- , 
| ported hjm in his work — The farmer is what I think the 
_ Scriptures plainly prove,—the latter is what he eee þ to e 
Fan through t the whole of his book. 5 [eos 


# It would! be vain, in W with this author, t to prove 

„ that it Was Jrsus CHRIST who appeared, this he readily = 
grants; and as needleſs to prove. that he had ſupreme 

Derry dwelling in him, this he alſo grants ; ; and thereby 

5 diſtinguiſlies himſelf from Ariane: but the thing to prove 

I is, that he who appeared was. him ſelſ, the MOST HIGH. 

3 60D; which this author peremptorily denies. Among a 

y multitude of texts, and many arguments founded on texts, : 

2 that might be collected for: this pope I Hall only mon- 

h. 0 tron a ; FOE few. | 

5 8 [Tel is 1 8 that We who appeared 1 is com- 7 - 

2 monly called Gop, the Lok, the Lord Gon, Jerovan, _ 

J. the ALMIGHTY, the Gor of Abraham, &c. whoever reads 

a few chapters in Geneſis muſt plainly ice this. In Acts 

0 vii. 2. The martyr Stephen ſays, The God or GLoxy | 

at ö appeared to our father Abraham, —in Gen. Xii. * it 18 ſaid, = 

of De Lory appeared unto Abraham, and ſaid, unto thy feed | 
at - will 7 give this land; and there he built an altar unto the 
to Loznp nern) WO APPEARED unte him. One 

at would think Stephen and Moſes were pretty good evidence 

„ in this cauſe; the one ſays, the Crop or Grory appeared, 

"a Ethe other that it was Jenovan that appeared; and he 
who appeared ſpoke in the firſt perſon, i. e. himſelf, A 
plain Engliſh Scholar would eaſily conclude from ſuch lan- 

he guage who it was that appeared. But let us hear other two 

e- witneſſes. Gen. xv. I. we have an account of another 

FI appearance when he ſaid, Fear not, Abraham, I am thy _ 

A Hield and thy exceeding great reward. and Abraham ſaid, 

lar ba . Loup 
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' LoRD bob, what wilt thou give mes Ke. At verſe th he 
_ fays, I AM JEnovan that brought thee out of Ur of the 
Chaldecs, Hat verſe 18th Moſes ſays, In that day H 
made 4 covenant with Abraham. Here Abraham calls hin 
that appeared LORD Gop. — . calls himſelſ IEHov an, 
Abraham's field and exceed; ng great reward.—And Moſes 
calls hin J«Hovan. Surely this is proof ſufficient, and = 
ſuch as Ae dares not queſhon, —In Gen. xvi. 12 
Hagar call the Angel of the Lok D (the ANGEL JEHov AK 
who eppeared to her JreHovan and God. — She called the 
: name of JVA that ſpate to Her, Thou G © D feeft mc. 
Isa Gen. XVit. 1. JEHOYAH appears again to Abraham 
and calls himfelf the AL NOH. iy G00 and | in that nar- 
ative he is fix times called GOD. In Gen. Xxviil.— We 


have another appearance to Abraham where he plainly dif 


” tinguiſhes one whom he calls J» novau, from the two that 
were with him. And when the other two went to Sedim, 
they 1ay, Tenovan hath ſent us to deſti oy it: But he 
that tarried with Abraham 18 addref ed as the MO $ 1 
HIGH GO D- ſpeaks as ſuch of himſelf, —and is 
called Jznovan ſeveral times in the narration by both. 
| Abraham and Moſes, Gen. xxii. 11. In the account of 
Ab aham offering his ſon, he is called the Angel of the 
Lord (the ANGEL JEHOVAH) and afſumes the characters of 
Deity to himſelf in the plaineſt terms; And Abraham called 
che name of the place IEHoVY AN IIR EH as a monument of 


the character of him who had lden to, and blefled him 5 
there. | 


In the appearances to 1 Gen. Xxxvi. b is lt 


Jeyovan, and calls himſelf the GOD of Abraham. 
When he appeared to Jacob Gen. xxviii. 13.—he fays, 1 
AM JEHOVY An, the GO D of Abraham, and the G OD 
of {/auc;—and Jacoh laid, ſurely IEU OVA is in this place. 
Gen. xxx1. 13.--He calls himſelf the GOD / Bethel. 
Gen, XXX11, 24. The man who wreſtled with Jacob, calls 


him | 


nimſelt GOD And Jacob ſaid, T have ſeen G0. 


wy tells us who it was that wreſtled with Jacob, « chap, . 
3 3-—By his flrength he had power with GOD, © be 


/ Ja power over the Angel, and. pregailed, he wept and made 


ſupplication unt bim, He faund him in Bethel, and there be 
| ſpabe with us; even the INIT OF MosTs, Jexov an > bis 


memorial.” We have anotber appearance, Gen. xxxv. 
where be calls himſelf GOD ALMIGHTV. In ano- 
ther, Gen. xlvi. 3. He ſays, I am GOD, the GOD of 
thy fathe 5 And! in Gen. xlvili. where Jacob 3 is telling his 
ſons who it Was that appeared to him, he ſays, G 0 D 


AL MIGHT N who ood 16 me al Lus. _ 


But not to multiply. citations on this head, let any im- 


: partial perſon read attentively the 3d chap. of E xodus, and 
ſee whether the perſon. appearing to Moſes does not aſſume _ 
to himſelf the names, titles, powers, and prerogatives of 
JEHOVAH in the plaineſt, moſt explicit, and unrefer: ved 
; manner. Moſes is ſaid to be afraid to look upon 60 1 
which name, together with JEHOVAH, the GOD or 
ABR AHAM, Kc. he gets often in the narrative—and he calls 
himjelf I AM THAT I AM, in che moſt ſolemn manner, 
Such is the explicit terms in Which he deſigns himſelf as 5 
| the MOST HIGH GOD; that I very much queſtion 


if the invention of Angels, or the power of language could 


expreſs and affum the proper Dxir TY of him that poke in ; 
| clearer and ane terms. 


1 Gor: *. 9. The Apoſtte fin. 3 it Was CurrsT who was 


nd; in the u. ilderneſs.— David lays, they tempted. and 
provoked the NosT HIGH GOD, Pſa. bexviii. 56.— 
Moſes ſays, it was JEHoVan they tempted, Exo. xvii, 
And Jehova fays, it was himſelf they tempted, Num. | 
xiv. 22. Heb. iii. 8, 9. From ſuch clear premiſes the 
_ concluſion is manifeſt to every unprejudiced reader, 


The 


* * 9 , - . * Jo Ps * 3 * . 
Te 0 
— . ‚ r r | 


" REY * 


1 98 ) 
The ſame ſenkiment is clear from many other paſſages, 


which cotitain an account of Various appearances and Ex- 


preſſions of G OD to Moſes at Mount Sinai, in the Taber- 


nacle, &c. And I think no impartial reader can well hun 
the force of ſuch evidence in theſe and many other inſtan- 


ces. In Num. 22—25 It is ſaid, GOD came to Bolaam — 
Balaam aid to GO D Balaam faid JEHovan refujeth to 


give me leave— Peradventure JEHOV AN will come to me. 
' GOD me: Balaam Hu van put @ word in Balaam's 
mouth JEHOVAH met Balaam, and put a word in his mouth 
De fririt of GOD rame upon him and he took up his 
parable, and ſaid, The man who heard ihe words if G O D 
who ſaw the vifion of the ALMIGHTY, &. Yet it is ſaid 
the Angel of the Lonp mer Balaam. Let the reader con- 
ſult the narrative with this view, and 1 can freely leave it 


; to n whether he who "—— and 1 88 be not t Jr. 


In Tudges i ii. 1. and vi. ax Wi have t two appearances 


| where he who appeared i is called Angel and yet by the ſacred _ 


writer he is called GOD, and JEHOVAU, who himf: if 


challenges the names characters and works proper only to 5 
GOD. The Angel lays it was himſelf that fivare unte 


their fathers, Gen. xxii. 15. And the Angel of the Lon 


called to Astabamand ſaid, By MyskIF have [ sworv. 
faith JEnovan, But the Holy Ghoſt ſays Heb. vi. 13. 


When GOD made a promiſe to Abraham, becauſe he could 


SWEAR oF No GREAVER, he SWARE EY HIMSELF. 


The ſame we find | in Gadd other accounts of appear- 
ances in Scripture which would be too tedious to enumerate. 
in this place. But from the whole it is plain, that he whe 
appeared calls himſelf GOD, JEHOVAH, &c. is 


frequently ſo-called by the perſons to whom he appeared 


and is always cal ed ſo wy the ſacred writers of thoſe divine 
lyftores. 


It 
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Tf the attentive reader will conſider the paſſages that have 

| been cited, and many fimilar ones in the Old © Feſtament 

impartially, and conſider himſelf : 75 it were in che place ot 

| thoſe to whom the appearances were made, then let him 
think whether he would not have been tally convinced, 
that he who ſpoke was the MOST HIGH GOD— _ 
And tho' he might believe that an Ang: 1 appeared, whether 
ſuch expreſs, ſtrong, and folemn aſſumptions of Deity, 
would not make him believe, that the ETTRN NAL. Go 5 
and the ANGEL, at leaſt for that ſeaſo IN, - and for that pur- 
poſe, were not ene agent, one ſpeaker, one complex perſon 7 
Whether Moſes, for inſtance, could have any other idea 
of the appearance of the BI. ESS ED GOD, acting and ſpeak- 
Ring in what was viſible to him? Conſider whether he 
mere idea of a creature, ſent as a deputy to ſpeak in che 

name of GOD, could anſwer the divine characters aſſumed 


by the ſpeaker, and the ſacred and {ublime aſſertions of the 
writer, and he to whom the appearance was made? T here 


is not the leaſt notice that he wo appeared was the meſ- 
ſenger of an alſent GO P, or that he was ſent from GOD 
to carry a meſſage to Moſes, but rather every kind of proof 
that GOD HMSELT was there and ſpoke. How then can 
any reader underſtand him to be a mere deputy or meſſen 
ger? But here it muſt be noticed, That whatever created 9 
being GOD appeared or reſided in, which is called the S. 
 kinah or habitation of GOD, that habitation itſelf is not 
called GOD merely becauſe GOD reſided there, without 
including the divine inhabitant, GOD mimsz#LF ſo that 
neither the cloud, fire, man, nor angel is called G O D, 
Jovan, &c. without including Deity that was in them. 
When it is ſaid, GOD #5 gone up with a ſhout, it does not 


mean the Ar, but G O D dwelling on the ark or mercy- 


ſeat. The geſtures, motions, and appearances are aſcribed _ 
to GOD, which were viſible in the body in which GOD 
at the time refided, and which he made the ſymbol of his 


preſence, But this 7 nog is never called GOD when 


O | TY taken 
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taken Abe Tre the words cob, Lon, A 


MIGHT Y, JEHovan, which are uſed on theſe Ros, 
art not funk into a figurative, or diminit/ ve ſenſe on pur- 


: Poſe to be applied metaphorically to cloud, fire, agel, &c.. 
ds a reſemblance or emblem of 6 D, or a ſymbol of his 
preſence ; but theſe divine names are preſerved in their or; _ 
Final, moſt ſublime and divine ſenſe, and applied to GOD: 
HIMSELF confidered in theſe his habitations or pa aces of 


5 on 


* e 1 no reaſon to laters that ever GOD reſided | in 


5 any corporal habitation without the medium of an intellec- 


tual being by whom he ipoke and acted, and by whom 


he moved the corporal habitation The An gel of GOD's 
5 preſence _ the Angel in whom was the name of GOD, was 
i {till the more immediate Shek kinah, whether he dwelt me- 


diately | in a cleud, light, fire, or. a human 2 2. Hence in 


the hiſtory of the ſame tranſactions it is ſaid ſometimes - 


hat the Hugel of the LoRD appeared. — and ſometimes the 


Lord GOD himſelf appeared: The names G O P, 


LORD, or the ANGEL, are uſed promiſcuouſiy in 
5 thoſe narratives, and it was this ANGEL who aſſumed the 


names, titles, and characters of GON, LORD, and 


J EHOVAH. To this it may be objected perhaps, That 
the Apoſtles lead us to believe that the law at Sinai was 
given or ſpoken by Angels, and reaſon that they were in 
ferior to CHRIST, in Heb. ii. 2. yet he who ſpoke the lavy 

5 aſſumed divine languages 1 am 60 Lonn thy GOD. 


To avoid the force of thix ; objeftion i it is ſufficient 10 


prove that Jesus CHRIST gave the law, which is plain 
from Heb. xii. 25.— See that ye refuſe not him that ſpeakerh, 

that is CHnisT, for if they eſcaped not that refuſed him that 
ſpake on eorth, that is Moſes, much more ſhall not we eſcape 4 


we turn away from him that ſpeaketh from heaven, that 
Can 18 r, who came down from neaven, {poke from 3 
ven, 
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ven, after de e aſcend ged, and fent his ſpirit to teach 


his Apoties „it n uſt the refon e be 5 . RIS T that a 
him f —-WrIGI OSE VOICE 7 1 1 Þ the cart < | — not FRE --: 


voice of Moſes, for he quaked hirnfelf, bar the voice of 
_ CuxrisT who alſo lays, yet once more ] hike not the earth 
_ enly, but alſo the heavens, —eich words are taken from 
Hag. ii. 6. where we are told who ſpobe theſe words; 
Thus laith the Lok D or Hos rs, pet once, &c. 80 that it 
IM plain, the perſon who ſpoke at mount Sinai, was both 
Cuntsr and the: Lonxp or nosrs. : 1 


if the apoſtle" s reaſon! ing be juſt, it was Curuer's veice 

that ſhook the earth at Sinai, conſequently common Angels 
did not aſſume the name, title or words of the MosT HIGH _ 
GOD. Hence this is a further evidence that the Angel of © 
9 5 Covenant, CHRIST JESUS is GOD himſelf, —is one with 
GOD, becauſe he aſſumes the names and titles, and {peaks 
luch words as belong only to GOD.—And what is fre- 
duently faid to the Ifraclites enforces this ſentiment ; That 
_ G OD. /pake the words 10 bem, that they heard G O D 
ſpeaking to them out of the fire, that out of heaven GO D 
made them to hear his voice, — that hey. mig hir know tha 
. JEHOV an he is GO I in heaven ab. All which prove 
that he who poke Was Jerovan. Such as deny that 
Crnarsr is GOD, muſt affirm that either his creaticr's 
nature, or ſome Ange! might come as the repreſentative and 
deputy of the GREAT G OD,—clothed with divine au- 
thority, and repreſenting his divine Majeſty, con! ſequently 8 
mu ight aſſume the incommnnicable names, titles, and wor- 
| lap: of GOD as his ambaſſador to men on carth. 


* It is the ſame Une in the preſent argument whether we conit- 


der CHRIS T or Mo/es to ſpeak from carth: 1 rather think it was 
CHRIST for ſeveral reaſons, but 1 ha ave ſuppoſed it to be. Malen r 
mew that the argument is the ſame © ither Ways 


6 2 1 _ Though 
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Though this practice might be allowed berween man 


and man in common affairs of life, yet no ambaſſador durſ 
ever ſay, I am the King Y England ; T am the King of Spain, 
nor receive ſuch honours, as his maſter could receive 16 
higher though he were bree. Such an ambaſſador would == 
be e than Rabſpabeh, who ſaid, Thus ſaith the King 5 
of Afyria-— My maſter hath ſent me ts fpeat theſe words, - 
- But though princes were to allow their ambaſſadors = 
liberties, this is no reaſon. why a meſſenger from the 8 f 
'6REAT G OD ſhould perſonate G D himſelf i 


8 delive ering his meſſage, without the leaſt hint to dimguich | 
betwixt the £m baſſador and the G OD that ſent him. 


There is an infinite diſtance between the GREAT. GOD 
and a mere creature, even when it is employed as an amba/- 
ſfador for 8 0 D. There is far more danger in miſtaki: ng 


a creature for G 0D, and giving the worſhip to the one 


which is only due to the other, than there can be in ni 
taking the meaneſt man for the greateſt monarch: —The 
latter is 2 miſdemeanor between man and man, the forme 1 
18 Pla # idolatry. And yet this miſtake, however dange- 
_ Tous, is unavoidable if any mere creature might aſſume 
divine names and titles to himſelf; and cither the worthi * 
muſt be negletred, ui paid to a creature. The GREAT. 
G O P, all-wiſe and g good, would never leave his own he- 
nour and the happineſs and duty of mankind ſo precarious. 
and liable to ſuch miſtake, mor lay ſuch unavoidable foun- 
dation for it, or temptation. to it. DE 


But bat puts this matter beyond doubt, is, that G 0 5 i 


; hath expreſly declared he will not do it.—I am JEHovar, 
that is my name, and my glory will I not give 1 atither 
60D knows the infirmity of men and how apt they are 

to be too much led by their ſenſes, and therefore has told 

them he ..! not give his name and glory to another, n 

any ſenfible appearance, leſt the temptation ſhould be to- 


ſtrong for men to praQtiſe idol-worſhip, and pay divin: 
honours to a creature. 1 
Now 


1 
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Nov this is the Ll caſe, we au is in einble, and 


not only the Angel who appeared aſſumed divine names 
without any preface of %s 12 the J. Lord, but the ſacred 
hiſtorian declares that f: was GOD appeared, JnHovan 


ſpake, and the perſons with whom he converſed, called 


him Gon, T:-Hovan, and worſhiped him as ſuch. Would 


not be Seen ali un avoidable miſtake in all the readers 


of the hiſtory, it 60 D himſel! did not appear , if the 
Angel who appeared was not fo united to GOD, and ſo 


intimately one with GO D. as to lay a fou:; datic 9 for ſuch 


a repreſentatior n of things? 


+ here is another argument that amounts to a pt blue 
pr Hof, and makes it a a part of rhe chriſtian religion, that it 


Was Js SUS Curis T. that made the appearances in the Old 
, 1 eſtament, and challenged the names, titles, and honours 
of Js now anl. The writers of the New Teſtament cite 
theſe texts where he who appeared, and was called the 
ALMIGHTY GOD, the CREATOR and Lo xD of all, 

Js HoVAH, the GO DOD: of Lßrael, &c. and where he is re- 
© preſented ac bringing falvation to Jews and Gentiles, and 


they plainly apply theſe texts to JesVs CarisT, which 


5 proves, as far as any bumble Chrittian would defire proof, 
tat Jesvs CHR15T was the incarnate GO D, the Jxuo- 
van of the Old Teſtament, G OD appearing among 

men as their Saviour. and Redeemer To elucidate inis 
argument, I ſhall mention only an en or two out of 
many inſtances | in the New Teſtament clearly to the 

; a 5 


In pfalta. ben it is "aid Go 5 went forth before his. 


people in the wilder neſs the earth F/ book, the htavens dropped, 
at the preſence of G0 D Sinai itſelf was moved at the pre- 
fence of G OD, the GOD or ISS AEL, -G OD atfred to 
duell in Zion, — JEHOVAH will dwell in it for ever, — JEHO= 


VAH 45 there even as in Sinai, i. e. on the Mercy {cat as in 
the 


ue. e 2b Pers; 


rn Lal enen, 
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8 the fire on Sint es 2 aſcended on h 25, eber bd FA . 


5 _ taptivity captive, and reve ed gifts for men, yca for the re- 


bellious alſo, that the Lord Gon might dwell among them, 
1. e. the heathen world. Now this is plainly. ok w—: 
| CrunIsT, Eph. iv. ¶ hen he aſcended an b, he lea 1 5 : 
vity captive, and gave gifts to men, &c. | 


In the. xevii. pfalm . is faid, Tziov, a l, tet the 
earth remee, tet the multitude of 2 be glad the LorD of 
the whole tarthewhn fits berween the cherubim. Here he is . 

repreſented as the GOD of the Jews bringing ſalvation to 
the Gentiles, whoſe idolatry is to be abolithed, therefore 
it is added, Confounded b. they. that ferve graven images : 
Morſbip ni, all ye Gods, | e. Angels and Princes of the. 
people who are called Dok” This is directly applied to 
Cunls r, and interpreted of him by the Apoſtle Heb. i. 6, | 
tt all the mew of G OD worſhip him. ey, 5 


0 Palm WE it 10 ſald, The 3 Pall fear the name o 5 
the Loxp— when the Loxn ſpall build up Zion toben the 
5 people are gathered together, aud the kingdoms do ferve the 
 LorD.—Of old haſt thou laid the Foundations of the earth, and 
the heavens are the works of thy hands: they Shall periſh, but 
thou art the ſame, &c. This is expreſly applied to CarisT, | 
Heb. 1. 10. 11. to prove his dignity above Angels, and as 


plainly proves, that he is the j&Hovan, the GOD who 


created the heavens and the earth—the unchangeable 60D. 3 
| Among many other places ſuitable to this e rea: 
der may compare theſe 1 in the margin“ . e Cn 


Ita vi. 1. "with John Xii. 41 16. XxX. f, 2. Chap. XXXii. 1 5 


2, 3 3. with Matt. xi. 4, 5 —[Ifa. xl. 3. with Matt. ili. 3 Mark i. 3. 
Luke i. 16, 17. Iſa. xl. 9, 10, 11. with John x Rev. XXU. 12 — 
Ifa, xlv. 21, 22, &c. Jer. xxiti. 6, and XXXiii; 16. with 1 Cor. i. 30, 


31. Rom. xiv. 9, 105 115 Phil, ü. fo 2 Il. 28—32. with Rom. . 


From 


Fr wee few” it is e that the e whers 

, 8 O 18 repreſented in 2 27 45e manner,. —emi- 
nently as 2 Saviour, — or bringing ſalvation to Jews and 
0 Gentiles, have been interpreted concerning Cuxter by 


the writers of the New Teſtament: And it might be 


evidently ſhewn that the ancient Jewiſh Church, and the _ 


3 inn tans n the mpg the lame way. If : 


: 5 both. Gentle at . hi in he firſt ages of Chriſtianity 
upon this head; why they did not raiſe objections againſt a 
the doctrine of CunrsT's Drirv, when he was repre- 


ſented in the character of the true GO D—why they did 


: not challenge the Apoſtles for citing ſuch texts as plainly 


infer effential DE1Ty, and applying them ro CunisT? 


From the above arguments it appears evident, that i in the | 


plain and eaſy ſenſe of Scripture, Cars has true and pro- 


per DEI Tv belonging to him, as part of his Complex Perſon. 


The ſacred Writers had ſuch an awful ſenſe of the divine 


- excellency of the great G OD, and of his jealouſy for his 


own name, honour, and glory, that we cannot conceive, 


bow they would dare to attribute has ſupreme titles, Ccharac- 
2 ters, and glories to a mere creature, or to any thing | 
-- "Wat bad not I 100 Proper - Bie VV 


4 1s al evident ac the * of cnaier is the very 55 


1 with the Deity of the FATHER i— that his divine na- 
ture is the ſame infinite and eternal Being,—the lame JE. 
nova, to whom all the higheſt titles in the Old Tefta- 
ment are aſcribed. And CHRIST Himſelf puts this matter 
beyond a doubt when he fays, I AuD MY FATHER ARE 
ok. John, x. 30. Eſpecially when the text is properly 
read without the ſuppliment my, then words cannot be more 
plain and forceable,—1 AND FATHER ARE ONE. And it i- 
plain the Jews underſtood his words in this light, and were 

about to ſtone him for blaſphemy, — becauſe thou, Jaid they, 
. 2 man, mes bl ell . 


We 
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We 1280 no other name in the New Teltinint tar 


3 to the name ſuuovan in the Old but the name 


Lord; now this is given to Jgsus CHRIST in a ſpecis! 


manner, particularly by the Angels at his birth, when they 
came to proclaim his advent and character. Luke ii. 11. 
This day is born to you a Saviour, who is CurrsrT THE 
Loon, or the Lok b Cun 182 Had the diſtinction been 
kept between the word JEHovan and ADONAL in the 010 5 
Teſtament, | and where they are cited in the New Peſta- 
ment, the character of CuRIsr as JEHOVAH would have 
been more conſpicuous to ordinary readers of the Bible. 
But they are both frequently tranſlated Lon d in the Old, 1 
and always ſo cited in the New Teſtament. Loxp is a 
proper tranſlation of Apoxar which denotes dominion, 
authority, &c. but it cannot be a proper tranſlation of 
JeHovan which has ſelf-exiſtence i in its meaning. When 
a text ſays, JEHOV AH faid to my LORD, the meaning, 
is obvious, which muſt be obſcured by: ſaying,” " AO. 
: L ORD faid unto 55 L O RD. e 


„Aud bete let 1 me 3 what 1 nk makes the matter very | 
clear of itſelf, inch more in connexion with the former 
arguments, viz. That GOD, JEHOVAH, is often called 
 _ TESVS in the Old Teflament ; and had the Tranſlators 
done Juſtice to the texts where this divine language occurs, 
it would have appeared perfectly clear to the meaneſt capa- 
city, That JESUS was the GOD, the LORD, the 
IJEHOVAH of the Old Teſtament. Among many 
texts where this ſacred phraſeology is uſed, 1 ſhall only 
cite a few. Ifa. xii. 2. Behold GOD ig my Salvation : - 
will truſt and not be afraid; for the LORD JEHOV AH 5 
is my ſtrength and ſong, he alſo i, become my ſalvation. This 
is what ſtands in our tranſlation, but if the word /alvatio! 
had been tranſlated JESUS, as it really ſhould have been, 
the text would have been clear for our purpoſe. G OD z 
my JESUS, — ] EHOVAH, JEHOVAH, #7: lcom: 
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my E SUS. —The words need no comment. ts are 


clear,——they are divinely ſtrong.— To attempt to explain 


what divine wiſdom evidently intends as an explanation 


qroutd be folly and preſumption. The meaneſt unlettered 
| : chriſtian who humbly takes the word of GOD for all he 7 


believes in religion, cannot miſs the ie 1coPe and meaning of: 


uch ä 25 


im 105 Xvi. 1. c it is faid, bn bat Fa Pall 1 thi 5 Jong be 


Aw. in the land of. Judah, We. have a firong Cy, al- | 
vatien will God appoint. tor walls and bulwarks, The 


Tranſlators have been ſo fair as to put the words Sed and 


1 in Italics, to ſhew the reader that they are ſupplied by . 
them, for they are not in the text, Sec how it will read 
| without them. Salvation will appoint walls, &c, This 
would be to make divine' Wiſdom diftate nonſenſe. But 
read IESUs for ſalvation, as it ought to have been, and you 
have clearly the ſcope, ſpirit, and ſenſe of the paſſage. ——— TT 
Jesvs wil! appoint walls and bulwarks.—— Which points out 
ce glorious ſecurity of the church under her king and 
head JEsus, who makes her a ſtrong city by appointing 
walls and bulwarks. This Jesvs, this GOD, for you 
ſee they are reciprocal, is in the midſt of her, ſh: fall not * 
moved. For 1, faith jenov AH, will be 4 wall of fire round 
about her, and the glory in the midſt of ber. Lon this rock, 
faith JESUS, will I build my church, and the gates of hell 
5 Hall, not prevail . the”: V 


0 ſhall only. mention one text more of this kind, viz, 


5 Ila. Ixij. 11,—** Say ye to the daughter of Zion, behold | 


thy falvation cometh ; behold his reward is with him, and 


Dis work before him.” None will deny that JESUS is 
che perſon ſpoken of: But what Kind of an antecedent does 
| falvation make to the perſonal pronouns his and im in the 


text? Read JESUS for Salvation, and all is clear and 
Plain.” The reader 18 deſired to obſerve, that f in a ſimilar 
5 promiſe 
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8 Though it is . thic peaber is one don 
yet to darken the evidence of truth, ſo clear ! in this paſſage, 
ſome interpreters betake themſelves to the poor, miſerable 
Jhift of ſaying, That Iſaiah begins to ſpeak. of himſelf in 
the 4th verſe. Huw falſe, inconſiſtent, and wretched this 
is, every reader muſt ſee by conſulting the paſſage. Suct: 
_ gloflers muſt ſay that the New Teſtament writers were cer- 


promiſe given almoſt in the ſame words. this JESUS al , 


called the LORD GOD. Ita. vi. 10. The LOR] 


; GOD will come, Hu, reward i: with him, and his dor 


before him, This is a manifeſt proof that J E - U 8 is tha 
LORD dp © D of the On T eſtament, be 


"Jt this idea were carefully kept in view 6 reading the 


Scriptures, That [e5vUs CarrsT ſpeaks of Himſeiſ ſoine- 
times in the ſupreme, and ſomerimes in the ſubordinate 
character; how clear and connected would | many paſſages 
appear, which, by forced interpretations, remain dark and _ 
unintelligible? Among a great number of ſuch paſſages, 
let me beg the reader to take his Bible and read the fiitiet) 
chapter of Hialah, where he will find but one ſpeaker, ad 
that one to be no other than Jesvs CuRIST, from what 
de favs of himſelf from the 4th verſe to the end. Let thi: | 
hy paſſage 3 18 ſolemnly introduced with a Thus ſaith Jenov. AH, 
who challenges to himſelf ſuch divine prerogatives as can 
not be aſcribed to any but the MOST HIGH GOD, 
Having illuſtrated his own divine character, in the three 
| firit verſes, He begins, verſe 4th, to deſcribe his own ſob» 
_ ordinate character, in his being prepared and ready for the. 
work of humil/ation, and his confidence of ſupport in it 
He concludes with the duty of truſting in GOD, and the 
4 Wenger of wing comfort t and Np any way: _ be be 


tainly wrong in applying the words of this chapter to 


Juzys CHRIST, which they py do.—And why may 


the d 
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they not as wel! fy, that the ſiü. chapter (peaks of Tank. 
N oo, where the 5 15 the lame as here. 


In many "places - our 108 5 ſpeak: of hitnſelſ under 2 


threefold character, and gives himſelf a name ſuitable te 
each, which, when viewed in their proper extent, include 
all the relations that ever the Divine Being revealed hi „ 
ſelf inn to man. One fach text is Iſa. li, 22. where com- 
forting his afflicted people lis fays, Thus ſaith thy Lonp the 
_ Eoxp, and thy GOD that pleaarth the cauſe of his people. 
The firſt name he takes here is Apowat, a word that 
points out the perſon to be a ruler, maſter, pi tar, or /tay, 
&c. and implies reſpect and reverence. The ſecond name 
is [xnovan, which is only proper to the MosT Hic, and 
points him out as ſelf-exiſting. and giving being to his 
promiſes.— Thie third name is ELoui, which has a plu- 
ral ſignification, and points out the one JrHoVAH as per- 
ſonified for the great purpoſe of accompliſhing the grand 
Economy of ſalvation, ſaſtaining different characters, and 7 
different names ſuited to theſe characters, which was ne- 
ceſſary in revealing or making known to men the riſe, bro- 
preſs, and confummation of the great work; with its cauſes, 
means, and fects; as alſo the objects, ordinances, privileges, 
35 c. which could be no otherwiſe done to them, than bys. 
_ Jruovarn condeſcending to ſpeak. of himſelf i in ſuch. rela- 
tive characters as were known among them. And there- 
ſore the term ELoHIM refering to that tranſaction, includes 
all the various characters in which GOD has exhibited 
himſelf reſpecting that tranſaction; and however different 
they may ſeem to be, in the tranſaction itſelf, they muſt 
de in equality Tel i ELona, and A Jameneſs 1 in JeHovan who 
| is one. | 


\Nuw when ovr Loup Jzsvs CnziT fays that He is 


| each and all of theſe mentionsd in the text, we are brought 
to this dilemma, either to ſay it is not true what ho aſſerts 
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« himſelf, wit 40 i him a lar; or  confels Him to be 
all that 1 18 revealed of G Oo D *. 5 | 


1 beg the Chriſtian Riealer would will 9 is * 
paſſage | in favour of our purpoſe. It is a bright Conſtellation 
in the hemiſphere of Revelation, which radiantly diſplays 
the character of JEsUs CHRIST, as the MosT HIGH GOD, 
and yet as MEss1an the Redeemer of his people. It 2 
Ia. liv. 5. For thy MAKER js thine HUSBAND, the LogD o 
 HosTs is his name, and thy REDEEMER the HOLY oNE of 
IsxAEL, the GO D of the whole earth ſball he be called 
Stay reader, haſte not away from ſuch a divine illumina- 
8 tion; it is revealed for our conſolation in GOD out 5 
Saviour ;—confider it till its benign influence enlighter, | 
pour mind in the knowledge of Ctixtsr, and warm your 
| heart with love and gratitude to the Divine Revaler, th: 
ſubject of the text. Here are no leſs than fix different 
names in one verſe, all applied by Divine Wiſdom: to the 
fame Subjedt. Three of them clearly point out his Deity, | 
Ele is the Maxx or CREATOR of his people in both 
nature and grace, -- He is the Loxp or Hoss; not only | 
of the fighting kind who delight in ſhedding blood, theſe | 
alſo he hath under his control, but of all the hoſts or 
- armies of creatures that exiſt, which he can muſter and 
manage for what purpoſes he pleaſes.— 1 he GOD of 1h. 
whole earth. — The Judge, Governor, or ſapreme Magiftrat. 
of the whole earth. Can the ſtrongeſt prejndices, or the 
whole art of criticiſm make any one deny that theſe charac- 
ters point out Neity, and are applied to the MosT HGH 
GOD? I think not. However, I am certain that no 
man will deny it, who wants to deal dans mah. the : 
word of G O D and his own conſcience. 


It 
225 * If the reader would "TR a more particular illuſtration of the 
term ELO RHIM, he may conſult the Clear Diſplay of th Trinity 
from page - 11th to the 16th, and from 106 to 112.—In page 92 he 
will find a general rule for knowing when any pallage ſpeaks of 
Cnkis r, or when he i is > me — Way. 
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It 18 equally indiſputable, that the other three names are 


: applied to Jesys CHRIST in his office character, and rela- 

tion to his people. — He who 1s their MAKER is alſo their £ 

g Huszanp. Tt is quite needleſs to prove this to be a part 
f Cunisr's character as it is ſo clear in Scripture. | Sos 
Eph. v. 23. Rev. ix. 7. xxi. 9% Kc. — The text ſays the 

0 LoD or HosTs is the name of their MakER and their 
 Fvusnanp, and that he is alſo their REDEEMER. None 
T vill deny this to be an undoubted part of CHRIST's charac- 


See Gal, lit. 13. Col. i. 14, 1 Pet. i. 18, 19, &c. 


| TW REDEEMER is called the HoLy oxk of ISRAEL. — 
1 Of Irael, is ſometimes added to holy one in the Old Teſta. 
ment to ſhew the particular relation He had to that people 
While they were the peculiar people of GOD; He was 
their king, governor, and guide. But take notice ofa 
5 particular idea in the text. Tho' he was called the t 
ene of Iſrael while Iſrael was the peculiar people of GOD, 
ſiee what he was to be called when Iſrael ſhould be cut off, 
ED GOD of the whole earth ſhall he be called. The N 
name Holy One is above forty times uſed in Scripture; and 
from the plain application of it in moſt of theſe places to 
__CnrisrT, we may conclude, that it was a name peculiar 
to Him, which both Prophets and Apoſtles knew to whom 
it was to be applied. He takes the name to himſelf, Pſa, 
xvi. wn 10.—neither wilt thou fuffer thine HoLy Ont to fee 
corruption, This, Paul ſays, could not be ſaid of David 
who ſaw corruption; but HE whom GOD raiſed again, 
ſaw no corruption. See who this title is applied to in Als 
HF. 27, 31. ibid xiii. 35, 36, 37. Pla. Ixxxix. 19. Mark 1. 
75 A li. e * l my 20. o dy ps 


| The PR connexion * which this title of 105 Curr 


ie in with the moſt ſublime titles of the Mos Hi GOD, 

and all applied to the ſame ſubject, ſhews that he is Jeno- 

va the true and living G 0 D. Take a few of theſe 
mm Ih, xlix. 7- Thus faith ee, che REDEEMER 
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biz Hor One. The Pfalmiſt ſays Iſrael tempted G O D. 


and med the Hory ONE of Iſrael: But the > 87 : 

_ Mays expreſly it was CHRIS they teinpted Ta. XIV. 11. 
Tus ſaith Jertovan, the HoLy One of Ifrael, and his 
2 Mak kA, Iſa. xlvii. 4. 4s for bur RE DEE MER, 


 Loxp or Hosts #s his Name, the Holy] Ons of Thee. 
Ezech. *xxix. 5, The heathen ſhatl know that T am I 0 


vat the HoLy Ons of jrael.. He was the object of II- 
__rael's worſhip, Pſa. IxxI. 22. Unto thee wall I fing with the 
| harp, O thou Hoy Ons / Iſrael. He was their defence 
and King — He gave them laws, and puniſhed them for 

rebellion. Pſa. Ixxxix. 18. For JEHovati is our de of once © 
and the Hol v Ons of {iſrael cur King. — They provoked the 

: Horx One. of Iſrael. — And when diſpoſed. to fin they - 


_ cried, Cauſe the Ay LY. ONE wd to Es Jo 
Tyne: 274. | 


1 ſhall cloſe the ſubject 8 the Rhapſody af the Church = 


in view of the coming of Currsr, and the privileges and 
glory that ſhould follow. Iſa. xii. 2. Behold, GOD e 
| Salvation: 1 will traci aud not be afraid, for JN 85 
 Jenova Hy is my firength and ſong, he alſo ts become my 
JES US: Therefore with joy ſhall ye draw water out of the | 


wells of ſalvation. -— Here reader, is the burden of the ſong, ” 
here the matter of wonder and praiſe, —and the moſt | 
aſtoniſhing change!!!“ He who is EHOVAH is be- 


come my JESUS the SAVIOUR, whoſe promiſes» 
names, character and work are wells of Salvation from 
Wuhich with j joy we may for ever draw, and conclude with 
the enraptured Church, — Sing to JEHOV AH; for he hath 
Aon excellent things: ' This 3s known in all the earth, Cry 
out and ſhout, thou inhabitant of Sion; for great is the. 
HOLY ONE of U[/rael in the midſl of 4670 7 


From che whole, I think every impartial reader wilt con- 


_ clude, that whoever denies theſe glorious titles of IEIIO- 


VAH- 


5 113 9 


5 VAH. ON D GOD, &. to belong properly to IEsvs 

CHRIST, or that interprets them into fuck a low, dimi- 
_niſhed ſente as may belong to an inferior ſpirit, a contin- 
Kent ot created being, Without, ſuch perfonal union to 
WK LE.” X, tun contrary to t! ne moſt plain and obvious 
meaning of the Gored SCripha! es. — And allo, that the 
D EIL T Y attributed to Him 1 13 prope riy ms. own, and not 
the DEITY of another dhelling 11 nim, joined or united 


to him; which anſeri iptural opinion, makes him in him ſelf 


zs much a mere criature as any other being that G OD 
bath created. —From the plain Scripture account the con- 
dCluſion is, That JESUS CHR . who appeared in 
the character of an Angel, a ian, & in the Old Teſta- | 
ment, and appeared in fleſh and blood in the New, was 
the GOD, LORD. JEHOV AH, Kc. mentioned in 
all the ancient appearances, propheſies, and promiſes, and 
afterwards in the fulneſs of time was GOD manifeſt in 
the fleſh, and iS till. G 0 oer all 61 ae 6 ever. 7 


AMEN. 


1 would hone put a an 454 to this F. day, as t well knowing . 
that it is ſuflicient to the hurable Chriſtian, that he ſees it 
evident from Scriptare that his SAVIOUR is the TRUE 

6 OD, tho' we do not fully conſider all the inconvenien- 


"008; inconfi ſtencies, or abſurdities which are neceſſarily 


_ conneRted with our Author's different opinion; this would 


de to write a e not an appendix. Notwithſtanding ot 


deing too long already, I muſt beg the reader's patience till 
I notice only two things, wherein the Author thinks he is 
certainly right; and indeed he muſt be excuſed for being 


10 poſitive in theſe, becauſe if he be wrong in any one of 


them, his whole ſcheme, with whi ch he has taken ſw 


. pains, mult fall of courſe. 


It was aſſerted 3 in behalf of C HR 1 8 T's proper Deity i in 


. me Clear D Diſplay of the Trinity, That where ls is called 


the 
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ä the ANGEL of JEHOVAH, it mould be ho, The 
ANGEL. JEHOVAH. the Author faw that if this were 
admitted, his doctrine was made void; but I think what 
de has ſaid againſt it is ſo weak, that the ſubſtance of his 

En may be admitted, and yet it may be true. As a matter of 
fact he dares not deny it; but he goes about to give reaſons 
for its being ſo. © Hebrew nouns, ſays he, are not declined 

by caſes,” c. Then tranſlators are left at liberty to uſe. 

What caſe they pleaſe, or may uſe or not uſe „ - 

does not this gentleman know that there are many places | 

with the poſſeſſive ſign, why do others that expreſs the 

fame language want it? If this looſe. argument of his be 15 
admitted, it would make the Bible one of the moſt vague 
and uncertain books in the world. He ſays, The or is 

Always expreſſed in the tranſlations.” This is rrifling, as 
ttuhe argument was taken from the Hebrew text; and there 
it muſt ſtand, till ſome better reaſon is given than that men. 
15 have * to e o and ſo. 


| He ſays, ls obſerving of this - _ would ks other 


texts ſpeak nonſenſe, as The Ark of In OVA, Moſes 
the man of GOD, &c. Conſider reader, what a curious 
method of reaſoning this is.— Tlie poſſeſſive fign is left 
out betwixt ANGEL and JEHOVAH, where CHRIST 
is ſpoken of and called JEHOVAH, where he calls him- 
ſelf JEHOVAH,—eand receives the worſhip of JERO- 
VA Rut it is alſo left out betwixt Art and JEHOVan, 
and Moſes and TEHOVAH, which cannot be the fame = 
Therefore the Augel and JEHOV AH are as much different, 
as the A.. and Moſes are from] E HOVAH. The fum 
of the Author's reaſoning is, It would be blaſphemous to 
call the Ark or Meſes JEHOVAH becauſe the poſſeſſive 
ſign 1 is wanting between them; therefore it is blaſphemous 
to call the ANGEL JEHOVAH for the ſame reaſon. 
Our Author ſays, © The poſſeſhve ſign is eaſily ſupplied | 
from the obvious ſenſe and ſcope of the paſſage.” —I agree 


wich 


1 . by 


(0g 1: 


with him. And in theſe texts which he mentions it muſt 
be ſupplicd. But it is far from being ſo ſafe to ſupply it, 
chen the /acred writers, the perſons ſpoken to, and the 


* NGEL him/elf, without any exception, explanation, or 


imitatzon call him FEHO VAH: This would be too 


much like ad ding to GOD!s words. And L4 am perſwaded, | 


that had the Tranſlators of out Engliſh Bibles attended to 


8 evidence in favour of CHRIST's proper D city, which 
che ommiſon of this poſſeſſive exhibits 7 plainly, a. 


would not have ſupplied one OF whers he was 3 the ſubject 
5 Oren of *, | 


The 


* Whe n we fay the Parlidment Hoaſe, it is ealy to ſve that the 


poliefiive cate muſt be underſtuod, i. e. the Houſe of Par liament, or 


the P arrays 2rPs Houſe; properly meaning the Houſe where che 


Parliament meet, and cannot mean the Parliament but by a f igure 
of ſpeech, as we ſometimes ſay, the Houſe is ſiting. Bur: none will 
conclude from this manner of ſpeech, that the Houſe is, or can be 


called the Parliament « or that they are two HAINES which ſignify uh the . 
dae . Oy 205 | | 


1 


But when we ſay King George, the two names belong to and mean 


8 — ſame perion without any figure of ipeech. The obvious meaning _ 


that a man who is called George is King; or that the An we 


0 ſpeak of is called George. There is no room tor A polleſiive caſe here. 
There are many called George, hut only one of theſe is King 80 
| there are many called Angel or Meſſenger, but only one who is called 


Jznovan,-the ANGEL JEHOYAH, without the genitive cale, 


which is neceſſary to be expreſſed or underſtood from che obvious — 
Hg meaning of the paſſages | in other caſes. | 


Should it be laid. That ie! is a diſnonour to G 30 D, to call imb 


5 Meſſenger and if he is ſo, who could ſend Him? But here it ſhould 
de conſidered, that JEHovan may be a Me enger to us, without 
having any ſuperior to ſend Him, yea, without being ſent at all He 
who informs us of what we do not know, is, to us, a meſſenger of 
knowledge. The word Malech which is commonly rendered Arget 
or Meſſenger, does not always imply a ſuperior chat ſends the Meſ- 
' ſenger ; but is uſed to ſignify a perſon performing an office, or a piece 
of work, whether he is ſent or not Thus the word is uſed Job 

xxxili 25, 24. where the Meſſenger ſays, Deliver im from going 
_— to the vos for 4 heave Nane a . Meſſengers who 
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The Author cites Stephen calling him ho 17 pea: beck to 


Moſes in the buſh, An Angel of the Lord.“ Acts vii. 30. 


But the reader will ſee that even in Stephen 5 account the 


Angel fays, I am tbe GOD of thy Fathers, the GOD 
Abraham, and the G © OD % U1faac, and the GOD ; 
Jacob. CunisT appeared as an Angel calls himieit {x () I; 
one] am that 1:56 &c.—He ſpeaks to Mots and fend 
him — Stephen lays, ver. 35. GOD ſent him—by the 
hands of the Angel which appeared in the buth. Here it 


1s plain there was the appearance of the Angel, and the au. 
thority of G O D ſpeaking by the Hugel; what 2 13 NTT 
called the Angel, and when He would identity Fiimpelf, or 


tell who He Was, He calls Kinder by all that is Kalle | 
60 p. „ 


— 


The other Kutten of this Autor on F his G hems 


| feems much to depend, is, That the Names Father, Son. 
and Spirit, are names of nature, not of economy or office, | 
wonder how one of his penetration, and freedom | in think. 
ing upon religious ſubjects, did not conſider this ſubject 
with more attention, For tho' it be neceſſary in ſupport of 
his ſcheme : ; —contrary to a doQrine he does not like, ant 
appear plauſible at firſt view; yet, when properly conſidered 
in its ſeveral Pr, it is evidently abſurd i in we If, and eve. 


deſtructive 


| brought Job the news SE hi none to ſend them” for thers were. 


none left but chemſelves When j EHOVAKR receives the character 


of an Angel or Meſſenger, it is not on account of any coutniffion that 
de receives, but on acconat of the thing He reveals, that He bears 
that character. When He wade a revelation, He was no leſs IE MO. 
van for being a Meſſenger, nor leſs a Meſſenger for being IE 1 0- 


VAH- This is the name He aſſumes when He reveals His favours 
co . in CnRISI, the MESSENGER JEHOVAH . Coming 
and ſending, are, in this reſpect the ſame with Him; for ſuppoſe i“ 


be not good Engliſh to ſay, That one ſends himſelf, yet, when he 


comes of His own accord to deliver a meſſage, He does the ſame 
thing, and it is vain to diſpute about words, when we know the ſenſe. 
But the Hole ot this is eaſy, when we rightly underſtand this valua- 
ble chriſtian Maxim, That there is 210 true *nowledge of GOD 


but as lie 41 revealed in JESYU 5 Sani Ts 
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5 Kiev five to his own doctrine in the Tame book, This 
ſentiment he fates as the criterion of doctrine between him 
and ſuch as he calls Sabellians and Hutchinſonians, that is, 
thoſe who think theſe. name 5 belong 70 economy or office, on 
whom he impoſes the names which are likely to be miſur- 
 derſtood, or the efpouſers ſuſtains d, without EX xamination, 
ie to be erronious ſects. Bot he ſhould have conſidered, that 


by his own rule of giving names, hs muſt be c. led an Arian, 


An erronious fer may hold fois truths with thelr errors, 
and becauſe I hold theſe truths, muſt I be called by the 
name oft lat ſect? If it muſt be fo, Then Arian are cal- 
led by that name becauſe they deny the proper Deity of 
CHRIST; but Mr E-—t denies the proper. EY. * 
Cups: 7 herefore he is an Arian. 


All T can 90 at preſent i 18 | briefly to point out the abſur- 


dity of the doctrine. It is not neceſſary here tc ſhew how | 
theſes names are to be applied! in the leripture ſenſe of them, 
| that is fully done in the Clear Diſplay of the Trinity from 
| Divine Revelation, & c.— I can underſtand in what ſenſe 
the Author ſays the Spirit is a name of nature : We believe, 
55 : lays he, that the Shirit 25 included i in GOD the Father. and 
; eſſential to his being; whereby he worketh all our works in us 
and for us. —I can alſo underſtand how neceſſary it is for 
thoſe who deny the proper Deny of Cur1sT, to make ſon- 
_ ſhip, as applied to him, a name of nature, becauſe his ſon- 
ſhip and his exiſtence as a creature are coeval, and ſonſtuip 
implics inferiority and poſlerioriiy to the Father. — There- 
tore to apply lonſhip to Cre. 257 in any other ſenſe than a 
ame of nature, is the ſame to the Arian, as the taking | 
 Micab's Prieſt and his gods was to him; and leaves him 
and his cauſe as Sampſon was when his Locks were cut off. _ 
But the application of the term Father to God as a name ef 
nature is what I cannot underſtand, 21ther as conſiſtent 
with the Author's own ſcheme, nor in any other ſenſe, 
except what he calls the Athanaſian doc tine of the Trinity 
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Son, and muſt be attended with etc nal Fr arion, and all 


15 118 1 


which favs, | That one "Divine Fiß in begat anethe- | in bis 


Divine Nature and Effence. —But as he fays there is but one 


Perſon in G OD, and that is the Father, who only and 
— excluſively is the true and ts ving G OD: this term Father 
muſt. exhibit and make known ſoniething peculiar to the 
nature , G Q9 D, and this muſt particularly be, that he 
begot a 59; Now, he ſays, that this Son is a Mere creature, 
the firſt that GOD created, conſequently, the nature , 
GOD: was after the begetting this Son what it never was 
- ore, i. e. a Father! ] dare not mention ſome other gla- 
ring conſequences !. let it fuffice to ſay there can be no 
dener no bariotioni in ee GOD. 5 


Tei is a that Ty the name Father 55 ma tral Or 1 


name of nature in GOD, it is neceſſary and. eflential to 
huis BEING, and is cocval with his exiſtence. And as he 
55 holds Cukls . to be no more than a created exiſtence; it 
muſt follow, chat GOD is a Father without any confidera- 
tion of C HRIST as A Fon, or without the exiſtence of any 
creature. But where he gets this abſtract notion of a Fe- 
ther is more than I can conceive. Father and Son art cor 
relate, they, as it were, give being to each other. They 
are relatives and cannot ſubſiſt even in idea without each 5 

| other. A Father that ne ver begat a child, i is an idea above 
my. comprebenſi 2n. And tho? the te: m ſhould be comnt- 
dered fri guratively, it will. rather embarraſs than clear the 
matter. For whatever way it 1s conſidered, it muſt have 2 
, relation to ſomething in tlie reſpect as a Father ; but if it 


is a name of nature iu GOD, it can have no kind of re- 


lation to creature exiſtence; for his nature is eternally the 
fame without any conſideration of creatures, The Father 
. muſt be prior to the So in exiſtence, but not as a Father, 

for the Names begin to exiſt the ſame moment. As the 


terms have a natural relation to each other, and, as he ſays, 
they ate names of nature, this will make CHRIST an eternal 
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x: the nonfente which IO Pp n bade invented on this ſab 
ed; which have made more Ariaus than ail other confides 


rations put together. If Father be a name of nature In 
60 D it muſt be eter na: 7 and cs nlequently the e name Son 
and the perfon who is called by it. I. his agrees very * 
with his! deing a mere creature, and havi 1g no Deity of hit 
own, but only that of another dwelling * in. "high: To make 
him eternal is bs make him G OD; conſequently the ſcho- 
laſtic doctrine of the Trinity is true; or which is even 
worſe, there 1 be two cternals, no matter- whether they 
are ca led 60 D 8 5 or an ny other thing, the abſurdity i 1s 


tit 10 fame, 


15 cannot conceive how this anther Will reconcile this : 
tit nent With ſome others | in his book; page 20, after tell ER 
OE us that the name Jet oval is a name of nature, he 5 
Hays, The ether names of God ſeem to be names of relation = 
- {n page 33. he ſays, "6 God allo calls himſelf a Father 
ok which name is chirfily. deſig gned to exproſs the near a : 
„ ſpecial relation. which he ſtands in to Cuklsr and his 
people, as begotten by him, and belicving in Lim. — 


A: Father ſuppoſes a Son, or offspring ; it is a name 


ah which. is expreſſive of that relations, nor can it ſubfiſt 
486 without it: GOD hen began 40 Be Father When he had ; 
| n Son, t he 1mage of Eimfell 5 and not before ; it is not 2 
N uy: name cocternal with his being, nor efſent:al to Lag nature. 
0 he might be Jr HO VA and ot a Father, & c.“ I know 
no way Of avoiding ſelf· contradiction here, but by aſſerting 
| that relatit names and names of nature are all one. But : 
| this would be to confound things very different. Among 
ſeve ral- other differences there is one that makes this caſe 
plain, &c. That a name of nature points out and exhibits 
ſomething thar belongs to the ſubje& that bears the name ; : 
but a relative name denotes ſome relation which the fabje& 
of the name bears to another ſubject. A name He has 
its meaning in the ſubjeet 1 a relatiot name has no 
| neaning 


IE 
—— —⅜ R * "4 4 - — - 


en ih 


thoticls koi the eonfideration of another fubjetti—— Ts 
Among creatures there may be but ſmall difference in ſome _ 


aehuaſes, and ſome names may point out both nature and rela- 
tion, but in G OD, it is impofſible that the ſame name 
which defines his nature, can in that ſenſe be a relative 
name to his creatures. But as we have no abſtract names 
of Deity, it is preſumption in creatures to make compari- 
ſons, conſequently when we (peak of names of nature in 
; 8 0 D. we talk without e from Revelation. 


Pens the Author 3 own. Words we may © eomchade; that 


as the exiſtence of the Son had a beginning, which he af- 
7 firms, paternity in GO D muſt have had a beginning, 25 1t 
5 15 A relative and necetlarily inters filiation, without which, 
2s they are correlates, it could not exiſt. 80 that to make 8 
Father a name of nature in GOD, is undeifying Deity it= 
ſelf; or making the term don 2 name of nature in GOD 
alſo. If paternity be natural in GOD, Fliation muſt be 
included, at leaſt as to eternal and neceſſary exiſtence ; 
which, upon this plan, can no more be ſeparated from the 
Son than from the Futher. The conſequence is ſtill, eter- 
nal generation muſt be natural and efſential in Deity j—— 


or, there iuuſt he . two ed 9 2 8 mer and dae 5 
ne, 


The ſenſe of the term . as IE to 6 0 D maſt | 5 


"up learned by analogy, or we can have no knowledge if it 
at all. This is one grand evidence, how far the divine 


Being hath condeſcended to the weak capacities of men, in 


making himſelf known to them in a language that has ana- 
logy to what they know among themſelves, And though 
5 the analogy in many reſpects is but faint, yet where there 
is none, ideas muſt fail, and inquiries ſhould ceaſe, into 
ſuch terms as Father applied to GOD. What knowledge 
we pretend 10 more, if it is not revealed i in ſo many plain 


words, 18 mere vllec,vsinty, and cannot be reckoned any 


part 


b e 


: part of that 55 Hem of necefary trum which GOD intend- E 
ed to | beach. us TOY Revelation. : | 


"There i is no property or aflecron which N as ſuck 5 


5 among men are endowed with, that 3 is not aſcribed to GOD 8 
as the Father of his Children in Cutis r. And t. Lough EO 


. the difference 1 18 very great as they are applied to GOD :- 
a and to Mun; yet, here Revelation leads: and we may ſafely 5 


follow. GOD. is repreſented as the Tarber of our Lend 


Jesus Custsr, under diſtinct conſiderations but they 


all center in the economy of falvation, | 1] may therefore 


venture to affirm, That there is not one idea which can 
with propriety be prefixed to the term Father, as applied to 
600, in the whole of Revelation, but what has 2 plain 
5 reference to the works of GO D, either in 67 cation, Nn. s 
dence, « or redemption. . | Y 


FH Jenoy. an 18 commonly called the en name of 60D. Y 
1 have no objection againſt calling it his proper name, as -- 


by proper be underſtood, that this name is proper to no | 5 
Being but the AL MIG. HT V. As all other Beings are 


dependent, and not ſelf-exiſtent, they can have no claim 
to that name which. in its lignification includes in it; or. - 
points out /elf- exiſtence. But this does not ſay that this or -.- 
any other name 15 eſſential or neceſſary to Deity ; for were 
it fo, the name muſt. define his eſſence, which of conſe- 
| quence would be limited ; for every detinition ſets bounds 
to the thing defined. As we cannot know his effence, 11 
is preſumption to enquire after the name of it: this is a 
ſearch beyond the capacity of finite intellects. He has re- 
vealed Himſelf under ſuch names as in divine wiſdom and 
_ goodneſs He ſaw moſt ſuitable to the different parts of His 
relative character; and that they might know him, depend 
upon Him, and put their whole truſt in Him, to whom 
He had in free grace and condeicenſion come under fuch 
" relations As are ex preſſed or angled. in the names He has 
> | revealed 


( 122 . 


revealed. And it che times paß, yr eſo, and future are _ 
| eluded in His name EHu aH, they point out to his peo- 


ple, His power, taithfulneſs, inercy and care exercit ed to- 


wards His Church; and that in every generation, He is to 


theſe preſent, what he has been to thoſe p, and wall-be : 
= the ſame to them that ſhall ſucceed, ws he names and rela- : 


tions which are now neceſſary, as GOD hath revealed 
Himſelf by them in bis ſovereign goodneſs, were free to 
Him, and He might aſſume them or not. The ſeſf-exiſ- 
tence of GOD would have been the ſame though he had 
not aſſumed the name JIxhov AH, The names of GOD _ 
as they are related to certain creatures are a profitable ſtudy; = 
but to ſeek for names in the nature of G OD is beyond all 
created ene according t to any uſe we know of 5 
| names. | | 


"Theya are "eters certainly nk A | miſtake who affirm : 


67 ſuppoſe, That even the name Jevuov an, or any ther 
name is directly and imme ately expreſſive of tit avis - 


Nature, or Efſence, or is intended as a definition of ut, - 
without any relation to us. Lo me it 18 plain, That we 
have no name that is, or can be immediately expreſſive of 


the drome Eſſence * And that all the names that G OD us 


** 
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known hy in Scripture are char acteriſie appeliaticns of Him 
under ſome relation or other to bis creatures ;—thougl at 


the ſame time I think, the name Jenovan is proper only - 


to the Most HIGH & O D, and not applicable. to any. 5 
N creature. 5 


7 In contemplating this ſubject we ſhould conſider, That 


the nature of GOD in itſelf, muſt be one ſimple, uncom- 
pounded, abſolute, and entire perfection; and this we 
know only by negation, or removing from hi. nature every 
thing that implies imperfection. The different perfections 
in which GOD is revealed are one and the ſame in him, . 
though very different with reſpect to our power and man- 


ner 


n 


(mg) 


1 Ber of conception. We conceive partly and imperfeclly 
_of GOD from his different operations, each of which, we 
conceive, proceeds from a different perfection in him, cor- 
reſponding to the particular operation, This diverſity is 
not real with reſpe& to GO , pho | is one, without com- 
2 poſition or complication of Being but only appears to be 
co with relpect to the variety of objects and modes of ope- 
* ration. {he divine condeſcenſion of GOD is in this amaze. 


ing, in making himſelf known to his creatures in ſuch a2 

5 manner, as their weak capacities might come to the know- 

1 ledge of him in his operations toward his creatures; and 

. in revealing himſelf. by ſuch narnes as were ſuitable to the 

SH Aifferent revealed perfections. and the diſtinct rclations ne 

* 1 5 has atumed. to the different Tanks. of creatures. 

* 105 . hen GOD takes names to himſelf in Seriprüße⸗ Wo - 0 
R | e is either expreſiy given, or Muy be certainly con- - wm 
i dluded from the context; which in general, is either To diſ- | 

 tingui/h himſelf from creatures, or to ſhew ſome kind of rela- | 

- bin t them. When Moles enquired by what name He | 
* e ſhould be called who ſent him to the Children of Tfracl, the 
1 5 _anfwer 1s, Thus ſhalt thou jay ts the Children of Iſcael, 1 — 
5 bath ſent me unto yau. 1 AM THAT AM, JW 
I rendered, or 7 an be tha! is, as the Septuagint has it, | 
NC i points out God to be BEING ITSELF, and the original of 
"RS all being. All other things are but ſhadows and phantoms | 
5 compared with BEING ITS FTT. Iſrael having been long 
„ mou the Egyptians who were great Idolaters and Poly- 

LS meueiſts, and had a variety of names to their different Gods; 
1 Moſes was afraid they would either think bim an impoſtor, - 
3 or that he came from ſome Egyptian Deity. But to cure 
3 aim and them of their ſuſpicions, God notifies himſelf by 
7; name that would diſtinguiſh him from all heathen deities, 

. which were Gods made by men: And joins with it he 

names in which he was related to them by promiſe. Thus 

i halt thou ſay unto the Children of Ir ael, The Lobp Gon. 
= "of your fathers, the Gol of Abraham, the Gon of Iſaac, 
"m2 f and the Gop of Jacob, hath ſent me unte you; this is my nant 
3 | for "ne; and this 2s * memorial ante all generations. - 8 
* 55 In like manner 1 name ſeuov an, according to the 
ns 5 n which He Himſelf gives for taking that name, dif- 
n, tinguiſſies Him from falſe Gods, who exiſted at the pleat ure 
n- 2 of their makers, but HE is fel -ex1flent ; and this name 
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Fives the Church ample ſecurity, that he will give exiſtence 5 
to his promiſes in a ſeaſonable accompliſhment of them. 
Hence he ſays to Moles, 7 appeared unto Abraham, Tjaac, 


and Jacob by the name 60D ALMIGHTY, but by y 


name JEHOV AH was I not known to them. Now; when 
about to perform the promiſes he had formerly made, He 
takes a name ſuitable to this kind of divine operation, 
which is a ground of confidence to his people in all ages, 
and ſeems to be underſtood by Moſes and Iſrael in this 
light, when they celebrated the praiſes of EHV AH on the 


5 Hanks of the Red Sea, when He had delivered them from 


Auch complicated dangers. Then ſang Moſes and the Chil. 
dren of Hßrael this ſong unto ]EHOV AH, - 2.76 -T will fing 


unt JEROVAH,— JEHOVAH is my ſirength and fong, and be 


16 become my ſalvation, — Jenov AH 15 @ man 1 war ;. ; Jzno- 
van is 1s nume. 


When 60D PORES; ſpecial ond to his ops or 


1 judgments upon their enemies, he frequently 
gives this 48 A reaſon, That they mig hi know his name to be 
Jenovan. This plainly ſhews that the name has a rela- 


tion to the promiſes, and by their accompliſhment, they 
| ſhould learn the relation he ſtood in to them as Jzro- 


. YAH, their SAVIOUR, folfiliog his s promiſe to e e 


1 ſhall 1 with earneſtly entreating my Beal to fallow: the 7 
example of the much commended and noble BERK ANS, by ſearchin 9 the - 
_ Scriptures that ye may know from them, Whether theſe things be b. 


Be neither intimidated nor diverted from ſo commendable a purſuit by 
any of the popular but dangerous prejudices againſt this practice: Pre- 


judices which can come from no good quarter, as they depreciate the 


ſacred word of God, and are attended with the moſt dangerous con? 


_ ſequences to the Souls of Men You may be told, That the Scrip- 
tures are dark, abſtruſe, and #ll to be underſtood—That by common 
people Searching the Scriptures, confuſion of ſentiments would take 
place, herefies abound, & c. — Ther Providence has put you in ſuch | 
ſituations of life, that ye have no time for ſuch a practice. Kc. Kc. 


It is needleſs for me to ſay any thing to theſe objections, as they are 
ſo fully expoſed in the INTRODUCTION to the Clear Diſplay of 


the Trinity; a, part of that work, which has been admired by all the 5 
ſenſible Readers of the Book. He ſays on the excufe for want of 


time; Be aſtoniſhed, O heavens, at the andacious reproach caſt 


upon the wiſdom and ads of your Greator*s Providence - Who, 
O man, has been ſo cruel as to condemn thee to this ſlavery Not the 


meek and compeliongts . TS, who 5 us ficlk lack the | Kingdom 
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of GON, and his righteouſaeſs; | and has promiſe that all other 
things ſhall be added, - forbidden us to take 2r*3ious care for the things 
of this world, for we know not what a day may bring forth. Not 
the Apoſtle, who direfts us to ſeek. thoſe things which are above,. to 


ſet our affections on things above, and not on things on earth Fore 


der the Divine Queſtions, What is a man profited, if he ſhouid gain = 
the whole world, and loſe his own Soul? What ſhall a man give in 
exchange for his Soul? Pray, for what end was you ſent into the 
world? What is your moſt material concerns in ir ? Is it not. ts 
learn to know, and to do the will of your Creator? © Conſider, _ 
whether all the time GOD hath given you, hath been well uted, | 
before you charge G OD foolithly. What became of the time of | 
childhood and youth, when G0 D hath ſo ordered it, that man is 
_ unfit for work and care, pointing it out as the time for inſtruction? _ 
Why was you not taught the doctrines of the goſpel, and the grounds 


of the Chriltian religion then? Let Parents, Teachers, and you 


| ſhare the guilt of this neglect: 60 Ds PROVIDENCE is clear 
What have you done on all the SABBATHS you have had, in whicli, 


by the Laws of GOD and che land you live in. you ceaſe from labour? 
_ Here is one ſeventh of your life free of the entangling excuſe. Add - 
to the former, all the hours ſpent in feaſting, gambling. drioking, 
ſporting, pleaſures of different kinds, and pernaps a great deal in in- 
dolence and floth, it will be found the higheſt injuſtice in men, to 
complain for want of time, who can ſpare ſo much to ſuperfluous, 
trifling, and often to wicked purpoſes, When that time, which is 
now devoured in vain purſuits. anxious or inordinate cares, idle 
enxtravagances, aud vicious pleaſures, is reſtored to you, you will 
have enough to anſwer all the calle of religious enquiry. You will 
proſecute your cailiugs with Chriſtian diligence. aid find the greateſt 
4 pleaſures and refreſhments in ſuch days and hours as you appropriate 
to the momentuous concerns of an everlaſting ſtate May 600 
grant us all grace to conſider this ſubiect with that attention and ſince- 
rity Which the importance of it requires, and to live more tor His Ts 
glory, and our your's edification. AME K 15s. | | 


EIS 


. Ws 
RY wag” 3.8.4 San 3 


a 


* 


bs; 1 51 15 J. * a 4 N 
e 8 p 
a. $i 8 5 


— — 49 


N . be, oo Te en: e 


HE Chriſtian Reader who would deſire to ſee the particular, 

briefly hinted in the above Append, and many other parts of 
the %ripture Character of Our LoR DB IE SUS CHRIST Fully elnci- 
dated and made plain ro the meaneſt capacity, will n 0 ane 
the Book J have ſometimes referred to, via. 


A CLEAR. DiSPL AY of the. TR NI rv, 
from DIVINE. REVELATION, 


With an importial F nin of ome Tradit: ans concerning Go r, | 
in Syſtems contrived by Councils, Afemblies, and Synods, and impoſe 
ed on mankind as Articles of Faith IN THREE PARTS 1. The 
d ieine Character of a Plurality in Deity proved. 2 The Fconomical 
Cbaracteèr of Father, Son, and Holy Gloſt illuſtrated 3 The ſcho- 
laſtic Doctrine of the Trinity examined. To which 3 is added, by 


Way of PREFACE, An ADDREss to Enquiring CHRISTIANS. 


.T he whole written in an eaſy and familiar manner. e 43, 


This Book differs from all that have been written on what is called : 
-the Arian controverſy, It proves plainly, that thoſe called the Ortho- 
do are as far wrong in their ſyſtematic accpunt of © 717nity as theſe. 
called Arians, It contains the ſum of the CharaQter of God as it is 


revealed in the Scriptures—demonſtrates clearly that it is the ſams _ 
divine. Being under different Characters, Names, or Relations that 


made, governed, and ſhall Judge the world—that guided and govern- 
ed the Church in all ages, redeemed it in the fulneſs of time and in 
vhom centers all the divine things that are ſaid of God in Revelation : 


| rue all the Names given to the Supreme Being in Scripture, f re- 


late to an Economy he had eſtabliſhed for accompliſhing, the happineſ 


| of his people. It ſhews how fooliſi and rediculous it has been to 


| clothe this Doctrine with ſo many unmeaning terms invented. 


In the Schools for that purpoſe—and that it is the duty and privilege N 


he every Chriſtian, to learn the Character of the God he adores, fron 
His own account clearly revealed, which is of the utmoſt } ee axon 
in religion, and eafity obtained by a method of ny tat is in every 


5 one's power, and which none ſhould negleck. 


There is added a Table of above 200 texts e 1 | 
(and many differently tranſlated) from the gloſſes whic h have been 
put upon them, by ſuck as have forced the Scriptures to favour their 
received ne, 9 8 than learn F 5 e fr om the Scriptures 


Alone. as, 10 FE 53 


It is remarkable, that neither the profeſſed Orthodox, nor the 
1 have given any anſwer to this Book. tho? it clearly demon- 


ſtrates, that their different Schemes of a e, are both unſcrip-- 
tural and ane | | NOS x ler; Wrote 121 the, 


* True Orthodox * is . 955 from the Seriptures. . 


+ There are particular di *ſertations on the Names Is: HOVAH, 


Wo RD, Holy GHOST, Ec. and the Seripiire * of the term 
Far nRR, and gon is [eons Expiained. = 
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